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KENTUCKY REVIVAL, 

en, 

A SHORT HISTORY 

BF THE LATE EXTRAORDINARY OUT-POURINO OF THE 
SPIRIT OF GOD, IN THE WESTERN STATES OP 
AMERICA, AGREEABLY TO SCRIPTURE- 
PROMISES, AND PROPHECIES CON- 
CERNING THE LATTER DAY : 

WITH A BRIEF ACCOUNT 

OF THE ENTRANCE AND PROGRESS OF WHAT 

THE WORLD CALL 

SHAKERISM, 

AMONG THE SUBJECTS OF THE LATE REVIVAL 
IN OBIO AND KENTUCKT. 

PRESENTED TO THB 

TRUE ZION-TRAVELLER, 

AS A MEMORIAL OF THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY. 



BY RICHARD M'NEMAR. 



** When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, sipwg'rt^'^iy'fif say, 
** there cometh a shower ; and so it is : And when ye t'SEi. 
the south wind blow, ye say, there will be heat; and it 
cometh to pass— Can ye not discern the signs of the times." 
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KEW THINGS— NEW NAMES. 

Tub word Shakerism, I never saw until it 
appeared in a Pamphlet published in Kentucky, a few 
years ago, in defence of what is called the schismatic 
doctrine (see Stone's Reply, p. 66.) I suppose it is de- 
rived from shaker^ one who shakes ; in the same maiii 
ner that schismatism springs from sc/:ismaticy i. e. one 
who divides or separates from the church. 
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A LETTER 

From the Author^ to a Friend in JVevf'-Le^anonj State •/ 
J\/'ew' Yorkj accomfianying the Kentucky Bevival, 

These few lines will accompany a little Book 
entitled the Kentucky Revival^ which on account of 
many singularities, cannot be so well understood at a 
distance from this place .~-I shall therefore suggest a 
few considerations, which may be proper for any who 
may think this little history worth their perusal. 

I. The people for whose information it was :wTittcn, 
are singular from all others on the face of the earth, 
principally, on account of the very extraordinary and 
singular work of God, which of late years, has been 
wrought among them ; by reason of which, so great a 
diversity of sentiments have sprung up, and such dif- 
ferent degrees of light been attained* 

II. Too great a majority of the subjects of this migh- 
ty work, tlirough the subtility of Satan, and the influ- 
ence of prejudice and false reports, have shut their 
eyes against the pure light of the Gospel for which they 
sat out, and wer© eventually so remarkably prepared ; 
and contrary to all which they had been taught by the 
spirit of truth, declined any further search for the king- 
dom, and set to building themselves up on Ji^hat they 
had received. Therefore it appeared as though it 
would be fruitless labour, to go to writing about the 
Gospel, and opening the way of salvation to such, 
while they conceived that they had already attained to 
that which would answer their purpose. 

The first labour then, was to go over this t>ld ground, 
and show, according to their own sense, what that work 
had affected. And here a foreigner can have but little 
uiiderstanding of those debates about dQCtrines, bodily 
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exercises, gifts of the spirit, signs, Sec. which are so 
fresh on the memories of the generality in this coun- 
try. 

III. Many allusions are made to other writings extant 
in this country ; such as, The Afiology^ Stone's letterm 
on Atonementy Be/iiy^ Address to the different Retigiou% 
^ocieties^ Western Calander^ ksfc, without which many 
expressions, figures and particular modes of reasonings 
must be wholly obscure. 

IV. It appears remarkable, that if any thingcan ben- 
efit those who have pitched their tents short of mount 
Zion, it must be a faithfld account of their former 
jouniey by one who travelled witli them, step by step, 
with a plain invesligT.tion of tlie patlis into which they 
were finally led by the adversaiy of all righteousness. 

When things are stated just as tJiey took place, fronfi 
the first rays of light that stirred up the people to see 
the blackness of antichrist's kingdom, until the true 
Gospel and church of Christ was. revealed; it then re- 
mains for each to judge for himself, whe.th€tr be is in 
possession of that which cannot be shaken. 

RICHARD M'NEMAR, 

Turtle-Crtek, September 13/A, ISO/T. 



TO THE READER. 

You have been probably waiting for something^ 
to be published from this quarter, and may be a little 
surprised to find the Kentucky Revival our theme ; as 
it is generally known that we profess to have advanced 
forward into a much greater work. 

Admitting this to lie the case (which we do not deny) 
it would nevertheless be improper to forget, or set 
light by any operation or work of the true spirit, how- 
ever small it might seem. But far from esteeming the 
Kentucky Revival a day of small things, we believe it 
was nothing less than an introduction to that work of^?- 
nal redemfition^ which God had promised in the latter 
daysl And to preserve the memory of it among tho^ 
who have wisely improved it as such, the following 
particulars have been collected for the press, by one, 
whose spirit was in it from the beginning, and who is 
a living witness of the most important particulars which 
occurred in every stage of it, until the present day. 

For the better understanding of the following history, 
it will be proper to malfe a few preliminary observa* 
tions* 

It wifi be granted, that God has a paiticular order 
and manner of working, in which one thing goes before 
another. Thus : the law and the prophet a were until 
John^ after that the kingdom of heaven in preached. It 
then follows that all men press into it. The first thing 
is the /aw, which convinces of sin. 2. The Prophets 
who minister the promise and hope of salvation. 3 .T he 
kingdom of heaven is preached ; the way and m/ithod of 
salvation made manifest in word and doctrine : and last 
of ail we must press into it. This is tlie order of Gcd, 
and there is no other. Nothing short of pressing into 
the kingdom can save the soul. Conviction may die 
away \ hope and comfort desert the breast ; and the^ 
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most lively views of the kingdom be forgotten. Hence 
the necessity of so often reviving these things' among 
professors. But whatever can die away, is short of the 
kingdom of God ; those who are in the kingdom hav« 
everlasting life. Tlierefore it is plain jthat the constit- 
uent parts of a revival (which are conviction of sini a, 
hope of deliverance from it, and a manifestation of th« - 
/isavenly state) can only be preparative to entering into, 
it. How many revivals have taken place in these latter 
days, which for a season would raise the people, as i% 
were, to heaven's gate ; and after all, leave them^ to 
fall back mto their former lifeless state. And why so ? 
Because they did not tak« the last step, and press into- 
that state which in word and doctrine was opened. 

II. It will be granted, that whoever preaches the 
kingdom, of heaven, n^ust preach deliverance from all< 
wn : For where sin is, there can be no heaven. Now- 
when the kingdom has been preached, and honest souls 
. liave fixed their eye of faith upon it-^longed with in-> 
tense desire to be in it, and solicitously enquired for 
tlie footsteps of those who have already entered : then 
has been the time for tKe grand deceiver to come in. 
with his doctrine of procrastination, and preach up sin 
for term of life ;-— appeal to the doleful experience o£ 
past generations, and confirm the fatal error by the doc- 
trines and decrees of a corrupt church. Thus the most 
promising revivals have been blasted, and all that near 
sense of heaven's pure enjoyments (common under the>^ 
preaching of the kingdom) extinguished by men o£ 
corrupt minds. 

But the Kentucky Revival^ from the beginning, spokC: 
better things. Those who were the genuine subjects 
of it, ever expressed the fullest confidence that it would 
not terminate as revivals had generally done. It waa 
not a common portion of law conviction ; nor that fa^th 
in the promise, which puts heaven at a distance ; nor 
merely preaching al)out the kingdom, that drew out the 
multitudes to encamp for days and nights in the wil- 
^emes^ S;c* It was a iK^ar prospect of the true king- 
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iom of God, into which many were determined to pre^ 
at the expense of all that they held dear upon earth. 
The late revival was not sent to RE-FORM the chur- 
ches. It did not come with- a piece of new cloth to 
patch the old garment, to mend up the old hope with 
some new experience ; but to prepare the way for that 
kingdom of God, in which all things are new : and 
whether.it be in many or few, the purposes whereunto. 
it was sent, shall undoubtedly be answered. 

III. That this extraordinary work sprung from som« 
supernatural cause has been universally granted; but 
wnether the cause was good or evil, has been a matter 
of much debate, even among those who profess to takft " 
the scripture for their only guide. Christians so called^ 
of ail others have been the most divided in their judg-> 
inent concerning it ; and while soqie without hesitation 
have pronounced it a glorious work of God ; others . 
who professed to be children of the same father, follow-^ 
ers of the same Saviour, and instructed by the same 
word of God, have with equal confidence pronounced 
it mtchcrqfiy enthuaiasmj fanaticism^ and the very ener^ - 
gy of delusion. Hence the various predictions con? 
cemingit: Some afiirmmg that it would shortly ter- 
minate and leave the unhappy subjects of it, in a worse 
condition than ever ; others that it should ctwer the 
earthy as the waters caver- the seoy and gather the na-». 
tions into one united body. 

IV. As tile continuance of the revival was so strong- 
ly predicted and asserted by its subjects, it will be pro- 
per to consider how far and upon what footing, those 
predictions and assertions -are tenable. That it should 
always continue in the same measure and appearance 
without any increase, was never intended ; therefore if 
that same power continues to work, though it should be 
in a greater degree and morcextraordhfary manner, 
cjid tho' it should be among a different people, this will 
BOt prove the above predictions false, provided it be the 
same power working to the same end. 

While the extraordinary power of the revival was 
extcrraneous J whil^irresiBtible beams of light present- 
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edobjects to the view which persons could not ayoid see- 
ing, and they were rushed into exercises of body by a 
force of operation which they could not withstand, the 
continuance of the work in this &shion^ was precarious^ 
knowing that God wiU not always work upon man like 
a mactftne. Therefore in order to the continuance of 
the work, a number of its subjects have found it neces^ 
sary to receive this extraordinary power as an in-dwelling 
treasure, to unite with this supernatural agent, to dwell ia 
him and he in them, and become workers together with 
him, and without force or violence, believe and practise 
whatever he teaches. And on this pivot the revival 
turns with each individual. The power or light of God, 
continues with those who continue in it, his spirit abides, 
only with those who abide in him, and do continually 
the things that please him ; of course such as are willing 
that Christ and Belial should have day about, light and 
darkness alternately prevail, must fall off and Wither y 
for no man can serve two masters. 

V. Since the spirit and power of the fetival has been 
established upon the above principles, and the divine a« 
gent has foui^ a habitation with men, less attention has 
been psdd to former appearances . This new and strange 
doctrine of receiving Christ, and walking in him, haa 
engrossed the general concern : and while the singular 
manner of worship, strange bodily exercises, &c. of tliose 
who stand in it, have furnished matter of speculation to 
the world around, theu* distinguishing faith has been 
a matter of serious enquiry with many ; especially those 
who have begun to open their eyes on the hidden glo« 
ties of the kingdom of Christ, and are beginning to move 
Zion-ward. But before the temfUe of God can be open- 
ed in heaven and the ark of his testament be seen^ it will 
be proper to recognise the various operations by which 
the materials of the tabernacle were prepared : Accor- 
ding as it is written—" Behold I send my messenger^ and 
he shall firefiare the way before me : and the Lord whom 
ye seekj shall suddenly come to his temple, 

Turtle-Creek, June 20, l«07. 
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The Kentucky Revival^ &c. 



CHAP. I. 

Of the state of religion in this western country be/ore the 
Kentucky Revival made its. a/i/\earance, 

]'N the first settlement of' this country, no small part 
: of the mhabitants were Christians by profession. 
Different denominations early began to shine out, and 
employ their zeal in organizing churches, settling 
ministers, and propagating their respective doctrines 
and forms of worship throughout tlie land. The great- 
est number of professors might be ranked among the 
Presbyterians^ Bafitists and Methodists, And although 
these different sects professedly set out to establish and 
promote the peaceable religion of Jesus ; yet in the at-^ 
tempt, tlieir usual debates and controversies were 
brought to life^ which) for a number of years occasion- 
ed a hot spiridial war. Notwithstanding, the se chu rch* 
es acknowledged each other as sisters, descended from 
the same stock ; yet such was the zeal of each for their 
distinguishhig tenets and forms of worship, that they 
stood entirely separate as to any communion or fellow* 
ship, and treated each other with the highest marks of 
hostility ; wounding, captivating,, and bickering one 
another, until their attention was called off by the ap-» 
pearance of a common enemy, viz. Deism, or the re- 
ligion of nature. 

II. For many ages the christian religion, so called, 
had been incorporated with civil government, and they 
bad mutuaJly supported each other, ccmsequently when 



10 

that rerolutioti in politics began, which aimed at the 
overthrow of monarchy and the establishment of a- 
republican governments that reli^on was particuiarlj 
involved. 

Kings, Emperors and Popes, had claimed the Bible, 
as " the only i^e to direct them^^ in their unnatural wars, 
dire oppressions, bloody persecutions, and unparralleled 
cruelties toward mankind; yea, every class of tyrants, 
both civil and ecclesiastical, had made their common ap- 
peal to the Bible, for their authority to lord it over their 
fejlow^reatures, consequently when the eye of reasoa 
began to open upon the rights of man jthe tyrant's Canon 
must appear in very pernicious colors, no book in the 
universe so mischievous and hateful. And under this 
view the Bible was attacked bv the political reformers 
of the last century ; and the dictates of a lawless nature 
cried up in opposition to its sacred requirements. 

r III. I do not suppose with many, that Deists have 
had no cause for rejecting the scriptures ; the contrary- 
is certainly true. Not that the cause is in the scriptures, 
but in those who profess to take them for their rule of 
life. It is not the scriptures that lie open to the view 
of the Deist, but those churches and people who profess 
to be governed and influenced by |}iem. And what 
have those churches exhibited which for ages past have 
claimed the Bible for their foundation ? Little else but 
division, animosity and confusion. What have been 
the lives and manners of professors in general ? Do 
they not stand below the modem Deist, even in point of 
bible virtue ? Now if Christians so called, are charge- 
able with so great wickedness, in the eye of common 
sense and reason, and at the same time testify that the 
Bible is their " only rule/' what judgment can the Deist 
form of that book ? The tree is known by its fruit ; 
and if professing Christians acknowledge themselves to 
be wicked, if they judge and prove one another to be 
wicked, and claim the Bible as their root and founda- 
tion ; it is reasonable for the Deist to judge that (q b« 
a wicked book. * 
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tV. When Deism first began to overspread Kentuckfi 
and the truth of the Bible to be called m question ; the 
cry was against its pernicious fruits and the infinite 
mischief that had been done in the world by those who 
supported its doctrines. And while the giddy and 
thoughtless multitude took it for granted tliat divine 
revelation was all a cheat, and nature's flowery path 
the only way to happiness, and were crouding into it 
by hundreds, many of a more serious cast were un- 
willing to renounce their hope of salvation through 
Christ ; yet dare not vindicate the lives of those profes- 
sing Christians, on whose account the Bible was con- 
demned. This made It necessary to examine the scrip- 
tures separately and judge of them according to theii^ 
inten2al evidence, and the more they were examined) 
the greater the contrast appeared between their sacred 
doctrines and the lives of the professors. Hence the 
only ground upon which the truth of the scriptures 
could be maintained, was to take them according to 
their own proper sense, and prove that they no where 
countenanced those evils that abounded in the church^ 
es; but the contrary* 

V. The New^Testament appeared to be the proper 
fruit and product of the church of Christ, and manifest- 
ed by its purity, that it was a pure church out of which 
it sprung. And taking the church as the tree, and the 
scripture as the fruit, both seemed to be good. But 
the fruit, whfch had been for many generations pro-» 
duced by those churches which bore the same name, 
was very different. The writings of these churches in- 
stead of uniting the people in righteousness and peace, 
had kindled up endless controversies and angry disputes ; 
and from the manifest difference in the fruits, it appear- 
ed that modem professors could not be the same kind 
of people with those that had formerly been called 
Christian. According to the scriptures. Christians 
were united all of one heart and one soul ; they laid 
aside all anger, wrath, clamour, envy and evil speaking ; 
were kindly alEectioned one towards another, and loved 
one another with a pure heart fervently. But daily 
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bbserration proved, that those who iioW 'assumed the 
same name, were full of envy and strife, railing aiid 
backbiting, hateful and hating one another ; and iii ey-- 
try sense different from those hoiy men of God, who 
were formerly called by the name of Christ. 

VI.. This distinction was observed not only in com* 
mon professors, but even in, the ministers. While the 
New*Testament represented the ministers of Christ, as 
meek, humble, honest mien— examples to the fiock^ 
In charity, faith and purity; those who were called 
the ministers of Christ in the present day, appeared to 
be proud, aspiring, contentious men, / striving who 
should be the greatest, overlooking common people as an 
inferior rank of beings— deeply immersed in the cares 
of the world— eager after salaries, or posts of profit in 
civil government, and some eren holding their fellow- 
creatures in perpetual slavery, or selling them for money » 
These appeared not to be the s£ime kind of men as those 
whom Christ ordained, nor did it ..appear that they had 
the same Holy Ghost dwelling in them, or could be as safe-* 
ly believed or followed, as She ministers who wrote the 
scriptures. And some of themselves admitted the con» 
viction that they were for sunk from the power and. puf 
rity of the Apostles 6f Christ, and Were preachings 
about a salvation which they had not in possession. 

Another important train of idea^ arose frcdii Search* 
ing the scriptures. There was ^ falling^, away spoken 
of by Christ and his Apostles,, aiid an antichrist to risei 
which appeared, accordmg to history, to have taken place 
a great while ago. And it appeared by many promises, 
that after the reign of this antichrist Ivas out, there 
would be glorious times upon earth, and Christ Would 
appear again and set up his kingdom, and gather the 
nations into iu Here many enquiries were raised, 
concerning the reign of this andchrist : when it began 
and when it would end, and when Chnst would appear 
and set up his true kingdom. And many began taap-* 
prahend, that this period was not far ojGP; and conclu* 
ded it was dme to leave off their vain disputes, and 
unite in prayer for Christ to come and pour out his 
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spirit, gather bis people into one, make ati end of sin, 
and fill the earth with his glory. 

VII. For several years there were prayinj^ societies 
kept up in different parts, composed of pei sens who 
were distinguished in some things from all the der.cmi- 
nations, though blended with the in in their out^vard 
communion. These professed to be in sccirch of the 
truth and power of religion, and ready to embrace it 
whenever it should appear, but did not balicvc it to be 
among any of the denominations, in purity. They be- 
lieved there were errors in all their systems of doctrine, 
which kept them dead and lifeless, witliont the spirit of 
Gfod. The social exercises which sprung from this i^iith, 
were readhigthe sciiptures without any comment, pray- • 
ing for the divine spirit to open them-^ccnfcssing end 
lamenting tlie deplorable state of mankind in general, ' 
and that of cold, lifeless, and corrupt professors of Chris- 
tianity in particular; and pleading for the accomplish-- 
ment of those blessed promises which respected the com- 
ing of Christ and the glory of the latter days. Exam- 
ining themselves by the evidences and marks of grace 
laid do^vn in the scriptures — lamenting alack of those ev* 
idences^-confessing their shortcomings in duty, and re- 
solving to correct past errors, and be more watchful over 
a deceitful and desperately wicked heart — openin;^ their 
trials to one another, and encouraging each other to per- 
severe until they found Christ in very deed. 

When any one prays for a thing, it is a sure and cer- 
tain evidetice that he has not that thing in possession : 
and hence the united prayers of hundreds of the v^arm- 
est professors, entreating Christ to come and vir.it the 
churches, loudly proclaimed that he was not already 
therc. While he was contemplated at a distance through 
the promise, the following lines well suited the day, and 
proved his absence from the soul : 

*^ W/^ I turn my eyes within ; 
*' jlU is darky and vain, and nvild : 
*' FtiU of unbelief and sin; 
^* Can I deem myself a child ?'* * 

R 
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TkefDllowin^ extracts of letters from fier sons of no sniaU 
note in the churches^ will shew more fiarticularly the 
state of religion at that fierrod. ^ 

March 22, 1798. 

" My DEAR FRIEND 1 HAVE this vmier 

-« past, preached ^ith difficulty, my heart but llttfe en- 

*^ gaged. I know that I am not as I oti^ht to be, yet 

" cannot be effected with my sad case." ******* 
» * « # «t « 

« W. R." 

» 

"Dear sir — YESTERDAY I received 

^ your kind letter, and I now undertake to answer it. 
"***** The dead state of religion is truly discour- 
** aging here, as well as- elsewhere. It appears a won- 
" der of mercy, that God is so kind to this Sardis<) as to 
<' afford her the means of grace ; without this she would 
" certainly ran into total mfidelity. When I look into 
" my wretched heart, arid consider how rriuch 1 have 
«* dishonored God, by a dead and careless life ; I have 
" reason to cover my head in the dust. ******** 

" If some are spotted with sin ; I am spot all over- 

(4 » # « * 

"J. t." 

^^ Lexington^ Sefit, 5, 1796. 

" Dear brother IT is not likely I can 

" say any thing to entertain or refresh you. I some- 
"times think I would be willing to travel with you to 
"heaven; but I ieel very unlike an inhabitant of that 
*' place, I would be glad to be at the truths and the 
*' substance, 

" ButI commonly feel somuch more like a Devil, than 
«' a Christian, that it makes me often forebode the dis- 
" pleasure of God, the holy, and the just. I some- 
" times think I am coming towards the birth, but can 
*' seldom think I am bom. O how lohg ! how long ! 
*• And what am I ? I would strip off every thitig but 
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" Christ ^cl his Jhply spirit, to enter the narrow gate 

'* I can \ell you but Utt^c about my poor congrega- 
" tions. I {|ee but Jtittle prospect of encouragement. 
^< i ckre not say none. #*♦»#»» 

" I sometimes hope to see Jesus King in Zion.'* 

" J. D." 

VIII. Now let any one judge from the foregoing 
evidences, what kind of work was necssary to talj^e 
place among such a fieople] in order to their recovery ; 
a peopfe confessedly, vain^ and dark^ and tvild ; full of 
unbelief and sin — dead and careleas^-^fiot all over ; and 
moj'e like devi/s than chri8tia?is. 

• 
The generality, Ijowever, unaffected with their sad 

case^ were still going on, crying out against infidelity, 
•lampooning the Deist, treating h\s cavils with contempt 
and labouring each one to augment his pfjty : while a 
' distressed few were Watching, like the guards of the 
yiight a;id ready to meet the ^rst dawn of the approach- 
ing day. 

A sense of the total depravity of human nature, and 
the entire separation of the soul frcm God, is the first 
thing necessary to prepare the way for the entrance of 
spiritual life. Therefore, such as honesUy confessed 
-their lost and deplorable state, and intensely groaned 
for deliverance from it, were not in so dingcious a 
condition as those who made a high-sounding /z?v^'5- 
«j>2, and. gloried in some fda?io^ salvation that stili left 
them in bondage, to corruption. But a conviction of be- 
ing lost, jUever saved any one, tho' many have made 
conviction' a great evidence of their election, and vain- 
ly rested upon that light which searches out the evil 
and wickedness of the heart, without going any fur- 
ther. But such as were honest before God, cculd not 
stop here : they must be at the truth and the aubi^tance. 
Therefore, it was necessary that the channel throu}2:h 
whjch the cjuickening power of God has access to tho 
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ftoxil, should be opened : namely, the everlasting conf^ 
nant of redemfition. And as this is the only channel 
through which souls can receive any special favor from 
God, it will be proper here, to make a few observa- 
tions concerning it. 

IX. When one makes a promise to another, and 
tliat promise is accepted, this constitutes a covenant or 
agreement. Thus the promise of eternal life was made 
to Christ before the foundation of the world, and ac- 
cepted by him in behalf of all his seed. In this promise, 
or covenant of life y the Father and Son were perfectly 
united : and as both are everlasting ajid unchangeable ; 
it must be an everlasting and imchangeable covenant^ 
which connot be broken. The covenant itself, is abso- 
lute, unconditional and inviolable. But in order to it& 
being fulfilled and finally settled, there is a work 
given the Son to do, which, in the nature of things, is 
necessary Jo be done, and that is, to overcome deaths 
and him that has the powier of it. And until this is 
actually done, the heir is in bondage. It is true, eter-^ 
nal life is secured in the covenant ^ to all the seedj 
though they be not in actual possession of it. But while 
death reigns, the blessings of the covenant can only be 
administered b/ way of promise^ aild the party to 
whom the/iromzie shall be fulfilled, designated in the 
Father^ 8 revealed nvilly 

This everlasting covenant has ever been a mystery 
to man in his fallen state, nor could any thing certain 
be ever known respecting it but by a limng revelation 
from God — ^an express manifestation of the divine will, 
kttested by living witnesses. And where this orderly 
administration has been wanting, the more that has been 
said about it, the greater confusion and controversy has 
been stiiTed up. 

It is true, the sciiptures contain a cofiy of the dvinne 
willy concerning the re dt*mption of sou's ; alltheprom-* 
ises of God are there recorded. But of what use i$ ^ 
l»are cofiy of a will withoyt witnesses ? 
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These great and precious firomiaes could effect no- 
thing real ; the inheritance itself was not in them ; and 
although thousands have undertaken to administer upon 
the authonty of the scripture, as though it was the ve- 
ry original itself^ sealed and confirmed by unalterable 
seals, and have pretended to be the true iintnesses of 
God ; yet their folly is made manifest to all men, for 
they iiave not agreed in their witness but have filled 
the world with endless debates, concerning the sense 
and meaning of what tliey call the tinlL Now if the 
witnesses were all divided, and could not even agree in 
their testimony who were the proper heirs, how could 
any thing ever be decided in such a court I 

But however great the contention has been about the 
cojiy ; and however much these presumers have alter- 
'ed, amended, expounded and paraphrased upon it, 
yet the original has remained unsullied. God is of 
one mind, and his promises in Christ, are Yea and 
Amen. 

When God revealed his covenant to Abraham, it waa 
only by promise. ** In thee and in thy seed, shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed^" Observe ; the blessing 
promised, was not to Abraham and his seed ; but to all the 
nations of the earth. It was not, Thou and thy seed 
shall be blessed with iri*esistible grace, but " In thee 
and in thy seed [which is Christ] all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed" All were under the curse, and 
stood in equal need of the blessing. Sin and dtath had 
their dominions equally over all. But a better domin- 
ion was promised ; a kingdom of righteousness; a do- 
minion of life ; in which all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed, 

Altho' death reigned from Adam to Moses, and from 
Moses to Christ ; yet the promise of God to Abraham, 
was sure to all the seed ; death could not destroy it ; the 
law could not supplant it, or make it void ; the threat- 
fiings and curses from mount Sinai, wxre not against 
the firomise nor the seed to whom the promise was 
made. The promise was established and confirmed by 

B2 
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unalterable seals, illustrated by types and figures', and 
attested by a long succession of living Prophets, until 
Christ the proper heir made his- appearance ;^-**finished 
the work that was given him tb do— ^received the siib- 
stance that was promised by the father, and took pos* 
session of the inheritance. Until this took place, souls 
were in bondage under the rudiments of the world ; 
they could find no resurrection into eternal life, until 
the son of God, in the fulness of time, was made of a 
woman ; made flesh ; placed under the satme rudiihents! 
by which they were held in bondage ; andfrom thence 
ascended step by step, until he entered the promisedposr- 
session. Theti, and not till then, the way was open for 
the substance to be ministered : then the first bom could- 
give gifts unto his brethren, substantial, real gifts. What 
he received of the Father, he gave to those who were 
joint heirs with him to ihe firomked fiasae^sion ; and sent 
them into the world, as he had been sent to minister 
to others as he ministered to them. Moreover, he 
did not send them to some particular persons, but to 
every creature that was under heaven ; and commis-- 
sioned thenl to firoclahn liberty t^ the captives s and the 
ofiening of the firison to them that are bound; one as much 
as another. No nation or individual was excluded^ 
but the promise was to alt, arid upon all,^ and should; 
ijnally be fulfilled to all them that believe and obey., 

X. While the everlasting covenant was thus minis* 
tered in truth, by the Apostles and true Witnesses of 
Christ, it was confirmed by the most convincing signs, 
wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost. They 
healed the sick^ raised the dead, cast out mafignan't spir^ 
its, spake with unknown tongues, held- converse \n!th 
Angels and departed spirits, saw visions, fell into trances, 
iiad gifts of prophesying, &c. &c. Tliese, and such like> 
were seaU to their ministry. But above all, the saluta« 
ry change produced in the lives* and manners of those 
who believed, confirmed the doctrine to be of God ; and 
aerved as a teat to those who should come after, whcre-^ 
by to distinguish the true covenant of God, from all the 
€OMnter/tit doctrines gf moo. Wtieu the true ftdmixu^i^ 
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vtradon of the covenant ceaisdd^ iht signs tftid seals- of 
confirmation ceased with it. God would ilot affix hia 
seal to the canons, decrees and covenants of wicked 
men, who rose up to supplknt the true work of redemp- 
tion: And' therefore, for many ages, What has been cal- 
led the ChHstidn datti^ey has been' void of authority ; 
except what aiiseS'froitl superstitioti; vain philosophy, 
the power of human fJlbqueiite, oi* the civil sword. But 
wfi^ii' God, in* ihfhiite kindne^s> beg8(rt to revive the 
everlasting truth, in theftfe latter days, the living sealai 
oP thte covenant' were* annexed; Such^ali^and eviden-i 
ces of a BUpematurM and divine power, ashare excited 
as great astonishment in the mii^dar of mankind, astho9% 
«f aiitti)mty. 



CHAP, IL 

^/ tfit fifftt apfiettrdntett of the extraordinary itbork, in 
different parts of Kentucky^ ih \S00 and 1801. 

THE first extraordinary appearsinces of the power 
of Ood in the late revivali began about the close of the 
last centUk^, in Logan and Christian counties ; on the 
walbrsof Gti^er i^ Red Rivers. And in the spring 
of ISO 1,- the same extraordinary work broke out in. 
Mason county, upper part of Kentucky ; of which 
I wasafi eye witness, and can- therefore, with greater 
con'fidelKe, (e^fy what I have heard, seen and felt. 

It ftr^ begaoi In indivldHats who had been under 
deep omviddtiiis^ of sin, and great trouble about their 
^euis ; and hkd^stibd and p)«5«d, and diligently seareh-. 
^d the scriptures, and had undergone distresses of mind 
inexpre^bly Soi%, lUi^l they h£d <^tained a comfort^ 
able hop6 of salvsiti^n . And from seeing and feelkig the 
love of Chiist, and' hi9 willingness' to save all that 
would foi*si^e theit sins and turn to God through him i 

«tti CeeiiBg. how* freely Ua ttmf himI goo<^e9S flowed 
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to them, it kindled their love to other 3ouls, that wert 
lost in their sins ; and an ardent desire that they naight 
come and partake of that spiritual lights life, and com- 
fort, which appeared infinite in its nature, and free to 
all. And under such an overpowering weight of the 
divine goodness, as tongue could not express, they 
were constrained to cry out, with tears and trembling, 
and testify a full and free salvation in Christ, . for all 
that would come ; and to warn their fellow- creatui*es of 
the danger of continuing in sin, and entreating them 
in the most tender and affectionate manner, to turn 
from it and seek, the Lord, in aure and certain hope 
that he w«>uld be found. 

Under such exhortations, the people began to be af- 
fected in a very strange manner. At first they were 
taken with an inward throbbing of heart, then with 
weeping and trembling'; from that to crying out in 
apparent agony of soul ; falling down and swooning 
away till every appearance of animal life was suspend- 
ed, and the person appeared to be in a trance. From 
this state they would recover under different sensations, 
which will be more particularly noticed hereafter. 

The following extract of a letter, dated CaneridgCj^ 
Jan. SQj 1801, gives a striking account of the work ; 
as it first appeared in the lower parts of Kentucky and 
Cumberland.—" The work is still encreasing in 
" Cumberland : It has overspread the whole country. 
" It is in Nashville, Barren, Muddy, Gasper^Redbanks, 
" Knoxville, &c, 

"J. M. C. has been there two months ; he says 
" it exceeds any he ever saw or heard of. Children 
" and all, seem to be engaged ; but children are the 
" most active in the work. When they speak, it apr 
" pears that the Lord sends his spirit to accompany 
"it with power to the hearts of sinners. They all 
*< seem to be wrought in an extraordinary v^ay ;-— lie 
<* as though they were dead, for some time ; without 
" pulse or breath ; some longer, some a shorter time. 
" Some rise with joy and triumph ; others crying for 
J^ mercy. As soon as they get comfort, they ciy to siu.'^ 
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^* ners ; exhorting them day and night to turn to the 
" Lord." * « * * 

P. H. 

It is worthy of notice, that a work by which God 
intended to bring down tlie pride and loftiness of 
man, should begin in small children. By this it was 
manifest who were the furthest lost from God, and 
what course naust be taken, in order to return. 

At a sacrament, near Flcming-sburgh, the last Sab- 
bath in April, the power of God was very visible 
among^ the people tlirough the whole of the occa- 
sion ; under which there was much weeping, trem- 
bling and convulsion of soul : But what was the most 
solemn and striking, was the case of two little girls, 
who in the time of meeting, cried out in great distress. 
They both continued for some time praying and cry- 
ing for mercy, till one of them received a comforta- 
ble hope ; and then turning to the other, cried out 
'* O 1 you little sinner, come to Christ I — take hold of 
his promise I— trust in him I — he is able to save to the 
uttermost ! O ! I have found peace to my soul ! O ! the 
precious Saviour ! come just as you are ! he will take 
away tiie stony heart and give you a heart of flesh I 
You can't make yourself any better— Just give up 
your heart to Christ, now I You are not a greater 
sinner than me ! You need not wait another mo- 
ment !" Thus shs continued exhorting, until her little 
companion received a ray from heaven, that produced 
a sudden, and sensible change : then rising with her in 
her arms, she cried out in a most affecting manner — ^" O 
here is another star of light !" These children were 
perhaps nine or ten years old. The Sabbath following 
ahout twenty persons were struck in the congregation 
of Cabbin-Creek, Mason county. Among the first who 
cried out in distress, was a girl about twelve years old. 
Their convictions of their lost state, (from a sudden 
opening of that pure holiness to which sin stands direct- 
ly opposed)" were quick as the lightning's flash ; ana 
came witli such weight, that had they not, in some w^ 
or Other, opened their case> they must have sunk Into 
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tlie l^Otsrors of despair. It was dire necessity whiqji at 
first obliged them to expose themselves to public view, 
as Ql^jeqts of pity ; for every thing of the kind', was 
looked upon by the generality, even of professor% as 
wild enthusiasm, or the fruits of a disordered brain. 

There were however a few who understood the dis- 
order, and were ready to fly to their relief and pro- 
claim liberty to tlie captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that were bound. 

And here a new scene was opened, while some trem- 
-bled like .one in a fit of the ague ; wept or cried out, 
lamenting tlieir distance from God, and exposedness to 
his wrath ; others were employed in praying with them, 
encouraging them to believe on the Son of God — ^to 
venture upon his pron^ise — give up their wicked rebel- 
'lious heart, just as it was ; for God to take it away* 
and give them a heart of flesh ;— .singing hymns, and 
giving thanks to God, for the display of his power, 
without any regard to former rules of order. At this, 
spme were offended and withdrew from the assembly, 
determined to oppose it, as a work of the wicked one. 
But all their objections, only tended to ©pen the way 
for the true nature and spirit of the work to shine out ; 
and encourage the subjects of it, to set out with warmer 
eeal to promote it. Accordingly a meeting was appoin- 
ted a few evenmgs after ; to which a crowd of awa- 
kened souls flocked, and spent the whole night in sing- 
ing hymns, pmying, and exhorting one another, &c. 
At this meeting, one man was struck down and lay for a- 
bout an hour, in tne situation above mentioned . This put 
the matter beyond dispute, that the work was supernat- 
ural ; and the outcry which itraised against sin, confirm- 
ed a number in. the belief that it was from above. 

From small beginnings, it gradually spread. Thft 
news of these strange. operations flew abroad, and at-w 
tracted many to come and see ; who were convinced, not 
only frqm seeing and hearing, but feeling ; and carriecl 
home the testimouy, that it was tlie living work of God ^ 
This stirred up others, and brought ovit still greater mul- 
titucles. Ajii these strap jje exercises ^till exjLcrcasing,. 
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and having no respect to any stated hours of worship, ll 
was found expedient to encajnp on the ground, and con- 
tinue the meeting day and night. To these encanipmenla 
the people flocked in hundreds and thousands, on foot, 
on horseback, and in waggons and other carriages. 

At first appeai'ance, those meetings exhibited nothing 
to the spectator, but a scene of confusion that could 
scarce be put into human iMiguage. They were gene- 
rally opened with a sermon ; near the close, of which, 
there woiild be an unusual out-cry ; some bursting forth 
into loud ejaculations of prayer, or thanksgiving for the 
trath : Others Breaking out in emphatical sentences of 
exhortation : Others flying to their careless friends, 
with tears of compassion, beseeching them to turn to 
the Lord. Some struck with terror, and hastening 
through the croud to make their escape, or pulling 
away their relations.— Others, trembling, weeping and 
crying out for the Lord Jesus to have mercy upon 
them : - fainting and swooning away, till every appear- 
ance of life was gone, and the extremities of the body 
assumed the coldness of a dead corpse.-— Others sur- 
rounding them with melodious songs, or fervent prayers 
for their hapjiy resurrection, in the love of Christ.— 
Others collecting into circles around this variegated 
scene, contending with arguments for and against. 
And under such appearances, the work would continue 
for several days and nights together, 

I shall now mention particularly, some of the first 
meetings of this kind* with a few concomitant circuiii- 
stancesj from which the work took a general spread 
in the year 1801. 

The first was held at Cabin-Creek. It began on the 
22d of May, and continued four days and three nights* 
The scene was awflil beyond description ; the fallings 
crying out, praying, exhortinc^, singing, shouting. Sec. 
exhibited such new and striking evidences of a super- 
natural power, that few, if any. could escape without 
being affected. Such as tided to run from it, were £v''i- 
quently struck Oti the-svay^ orimpeiled by some alarm- 
ing signal to return: and so powerful was the evidence 
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t>\\ all sides, that no place was found for the obstinate 
sinner to shelter himself but under the protection of 
prejudiced and bic^otted professors. No circumstance at 
this meeting appeared more striking, than the great 
nlUTibers that fell on the third night ; and to prevent 
their being trodden under foot by the multitude, they 
were collected together and laid out in order, on two 
squares of the meeting-house ; which, like so many 
dead corpses, covered a considerable part of the floor.*— 
There were persons at this meeting, from Caneridge, 
Concord, Eagle-Creek, and other neighboring congre- 
gations, who partook of the spirit of the work, which 
was a particular means of its spreading. 

The next general Camp-meeting Was held at Con- 
cord, in the county of Bourbon, about the last of May, 
or beginning of June. The number of people was sup- 
posed to be al^ut 4,000, who attended on this occasion. 
There were present seven Presbyterian ministers, four 
of whom were opposed to the work and spoke against it 
until the fourth day about noon, the evidence then be- 
came so powerful, that they all professed to be convin- 
ced that it was the work of God ; and one of them addres- 
sed the assembly with tears, acknowledging that notwith- 
standing they had long been praying to the Lord to pour 
out his spirit, yet when it came they did not know it, 
but wickedly opposed tlie answer of their own pt'ayers. 
On this occasion, no sex nor color, class nor description, 
were exempted from the pervading influence of the spir- 
it ; even from the age of eight months to sixty years, 
there were evident subjects of this marvellous operation* 

The meeting continued five days and four nights ; 
and after the people generally scattered from the ground, 
numbers convened in different places and continued 
the exercise much longer. And even where tl^ey were 
not collected together, these wonderful operations con- 
tinued among every class of people and in every situa- 
tion ; m their houses and fields, and in their daily em- 
ployments, falling down and crying out under convic- 
tion, or singing and shputing with unspeakable joy, 
were so common, that the whole country round about^ 
feecmed to be leavened with the spirit of the work. 
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. ^he nefKt i^amp meeting was at Eagle-Creek, Adamt 
county, Ohio. It began June 5, and continued four 
days and three nights. The number of people ther« 
was not so great, as the country was new, but the 
work was equally powerful according to the number. 
At this meeting the principal leading characters in 
that place fully embraced the spirit of the work, which 
i»d a permanent foundation for its continuance and 
spread in that quarter^ 

The next general meeting was at Pleasant Point, 
Kentucky, which equalled if not surpassed any that had 
been before. Here, the Christian minister, so called ; 
the common pmfessor ; the professed deist and debau* 
chee, were forced to take one common lot among the 
wounded, and confess with equal candor, that hitlierto 
they had been total strangers to the religion of Jesus. 
From this meeting, tlie work was spread extensively 
through Bourbon, Fayette, and other neighbouring 
counties, and Was carried by a number of its subjects 
to the south side t>f Kentucky, where it found a per- 
manent residence in the hearts of many. 

The general meeting at Indian creek,Harrison county, 
began the 24th of July, and continued about five days and 
nights. To this ndeeting, the subjects of the work were 
generally collected from all quarters, and abundantly 
strengthened each other in the promiscuous exercises of 
Drayer, exhortation, singing, shouting and leaping for 
joy. But there was very little appearance of that pow- 
er which strikes conviction to the heart of the sinner, 
until the third day about two o*clock In the afternoon. 
A boy from appearance about twelve years old, retired 
from the stand in time of ]f>reaching Under a very ex- 
traordinary impression, and having mounted a log at 
some distance, and raising his voice in a very affecting 
mariner, he attracted the main body of the people in 
a few minutes. With tears streaming from his eyes, 
he cried aloud to the wicked, warning them of their 
danger, denouncing their certain doom if they persist- 
ed in their sins, expressing his love to their souls, and 
desii^e that they Would turn to the Lord and be savi^ 

C 



fte ^wm held «p by 4^o men, and spoke lor ^about ah 
hour, with thjA convmcing eloquence that coidd be in-» 
Bpired only from slhiyve. When his -strength seemed 
quite exhausted «nd language failed to describe the feel* 
ings of his -sotfl, he ruieed his hand and dt"opping his 
handhercfhie^ wet with «weat from his little face, icried 
out— J" Thus, O dinner ! shall you drop into hell, un- 
less you forBdke your sins and turn to the Lord." At 
that moment some fell like those who are shot in bat* 
tie, and iJie work spread in a manner whicii human 
language cannot describe. 

The next general n«eeting was at Caneridge, Bour 
Lon county, sevetn miles from Paris. It began the 6th 
of August, and continued day and night ^out a week. 
The number of people collected on the ground at once, 
was supposed to be about twenty thousamd ; but it was 
thought a much igreater number were tiiere in the 
course of the meeting. The encampment 'consisted tif 
one hundred and thirty --five wheeUcaniages and tents 
proportioned to the people. This immense group in- 
cluded almost every character that could be named, 
but amidst them all, the subjects ofl^his new and strange 
operation, were distinguislicd by their flaming zeal for 
the destruction of sin, and the deliverance of'soulsfrom 
its power. The various operations and exercises on 
that ot&casion, we re indescribable. The falling exercises 
was the niost noted. James Crawford, one of the oldest 
ministers in the state, and one of the foremost in thj 
work, informed me that he kept as accurate an account 
as he could of the number ihat fell on the occasion^ 
and computed it to be about three thousand. The vast 
numlxjrs who received light on this occasion, end 
went forth in every direction to spread it, render it 
impossible to pursue any further the particular track.of 
Its pi'ogress. I shall only add that it was tbut a few 
weeks after this meethig, that the same wonk bsoke out 
in North Carolina, by the instrumentality of 6om« who 
want from Caneridge to hear the (testimony.* 

* One.penon in particular here alluded to, who wont on this 
important mission, was John Rankin, Minister of the Pres- 
byterian church at Gasper, Logan county ; the first who receiv- 
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I shall now take notice of the opposition which was 
rdsed against the work in this first stage of it, and 
9hQW some of the causes fxx)m wliich it sprung. 

The people among whom the revival began, were 
generally Calvinists, and altho' they had been long pray- 
ing in words for the out-pouring of the spirit, and be- 
lived that God had ^^foreordained ivhatnotver comes to 
/uz5*;" yet, vf hen h came to /iosB tliat their prayer was 
answered and the spirit began* to flow like many wa- 
ters, from a cloud of witnesses, and louls were con- 
victed of sin and cried for mercy,, and found hope and 
comfort in the news of a Saviour ;; they rose up and 
quarreled with the work, because it did not co7ne to 
^«*thatth« subject*, of it were willing to adopt their 
sout stiapifying creed. Those who had laboured and 
ti'ayailed to gain some solid liope of salvation, and had 
ventured their souls upon the covenant of promise, and 
felt th£ living seal of eternal, love ; could uot^ dare not 
preach that salvation was restricted to a certain d^f- 
nite number ; nor insinuate that any being which God 
had mjade, was,, by the Creator,, laid under the dire ne- 
cessity Q f being dinned forever, T |ie love of a Saviour 
constrained theni to testify, tihat one had died for all. 
This trUith^so essenjdal tothe first ray of hope in the \\\^ 
man breast, was like a. dead % in the ointment of th« 
9pothecaiiy, to. the Calvic^ist.; hence all this trembling, 
weepiag and g^oanin|» undter sin, repicing in the hope 
#o£ dfilinFeranee: andi tnirning from, the fbriaer practice of 
it, sent forth a disag^Jieeablle siivor, Yet these exercises 
would v^ dbuht, have passed foe a good work of .God, 
had they appeared as seal* to their doctrine of election, 
imperfection, a|id final perseverance. But every thing 
appeared new, and to claim no relation to the old bed 
of sand upon which they had been building ; and ra- 
ther than quit the old foundation, they chose to reject, 
oppose and persecute the. truth, accompanied with all 

e4 the spirit of the revival in that place, and under whose min- 
Jstry the extraordinary work began. Since that time he has es- 
ca]>ed from the old house of antichrist, divided agamst itself, 
and with the major part of his Gasper congregation, embraced 
^tc Go&pel of Christ's second appearing. 



28 

Hiat evidence which many of them vrerc obliged to 
acknowledge was divine. 

Some who were inwardly opposed, at first exercised 
forbearance, and professed a measure of union with the 
wortt, in hopes that .it would die away like former re- 
vivals, and the people return into their old order. But 
as they perceived that it increased, they laid aside the 
mask, and came out with a bold testimony against it, as 
a dangerous delusion. 

In some of the churches there were days set apart for 
{asting and prayer, to deprecate the divine displeasure, 
through which tlirey supposed it was sent upon the land. 

These public testimonies against the work, particulai'- 
ly by ministers, were a means of stirring up and en^ 
coura^ng those who were openly wicked, to come forth 
to mock, oppose, and persecute ; butrcven such, were 
often unable to withstand the power, and sometimes 
in the very act of persecuting and afflicting, were struck 
down like men in battle ; and so alarming was the 
sight, that otliers on foot or on horseback, would try to 
make their escape and flee away like those who are 
closely pursued by an enemy in time of war, and be 
overtaken by the invisible power, under which they 
would b^ struck down and constrained to cry out in an- 
guish, and confess their wickedness in persecuting the 
work of God, and warn others not to oppose it. Thus, 
many who were openly profane, were taken in tlie very 
act of persecuting the work, and like Saul of Tarsus,* 
made the happy subjects and zealous promoters of it ; 
while bigotted professors, who had hissed them on, re- 
mained like the heath in the deuart^ that teet^ not w(ken 
good cometh^ 
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Of tht distinguiahing doctrines and manner of wor^hifiy 
among the first subjects of the revival. 

ft 

THE first point of doctrine which distinguished the 
subjects of the revival, was that which respected di- 
vine revelation. 

The established opinion in the churches had been, 
that the Scrifitures^ explained according to sound reason 
and philosophy, was light sufficient ; and simply to be- 
lieve, what we were thus taught, was the highest evi- 
dence we could have of the truth of spiritual things. 
But these adopted a very different faith, and taught, 
as an important truth, that the will of God was made 
manifest to each individual who honestly sought after 
it, by an inward light, which shone into the heart.—* 
Hence they received the name of Miv-IAghts, Those 
who were the subjects of this inward light, did not call 
it new llght^ but a renewed manifestation of that^ which 
at sundry times and in divers manners, had been open- 
ed to those who were willing and desirous to know 
the tiaith for themselves. 

This inward light, they denominated the Lcrd^ be- 
* cause by it they were instructed, influenced and govern- 
ed. Hence they spake of seeking the Lord^ finding the 
JLord^ loving the Lordy following the Lord^ oft'cnding 
the Lord^ &c. by all which expressions was meant, that 
inward light and revelation, of the truth, by which 
they could see things in their true colors, and find a 
measure of peace and consolation, and a comfortable 
hope of eternal life. 

II. This new light first broke out in the Presbyte- 
rian church, among those who held the doctrines of 
Calvin, and therefore it is considered as more imme- 
diately contrasted with that system. Those who first 
embraced it, had also been reputed Calvinists, and be- 

C2 



30 

longed to the Presbyterian church, among whom were 
several persons of distinction in the ministry ; of course^ 
the existence of sentiments so very different in the same 
church, i*endered a cS vision unavoidable. This divi- 
sion was gradual,' and had its foundation in the above 
}>rincip]e of a direct jnanilestfttien of spiritual - li^ht 
from God to the soul, which wa« superior to all the 
comments that natural men had ever made upon the 
scriptures. This • division in sentiment, with its con- 
comitant effects^ drew together a vast multitude out of 
different churches, who formed a general communion, 
and for a time, acceded to the doctrines, manner of 
worship, &c. first opened and practised among the ^ew- 
Lights ; a brief sketch of which is as follows, viz : That 
all creeds, confessions, forms of worship, and rules of 
government hivented by men, ought to be laid aside ; 
especially the distinguishing doctrines of Calvin. — That 
all who received the true light of the spirit in the inner 
man, and faithfully followed it', v«oukl naturally see eye 
to eye, and understand the things of the spirit alike^ 
without any written tenet or learned expositor. That 
all who received this true- light, would plainly see the 
purity of God— the depravity of man— <he necessity 
of a new birth, and of a sinless life and conversation 
to evidence it-— That God was no respecter of persons 
— willeth the salvation of all souls — ^has opened a door 
of salvation, through Christ, for ali^-^will have all in- 
vited to enter, and such as refuse to come in^ must 
blame themselves for their own perdition. 

III. As to worship, they allowed each one to vmr- 
ship God, agreeably to their oWn ffeelings, whatever 
impression or consciousness of duty they Were uifd^cr : 
believing the true wisdom. Which " lives thrbugh all 
life," to be a safer guide than human f<>ntis, which can 
only affect the outer man : and hence, so vvide a cToor 
was opened, and such a variety of exercises were exhib- 
ited at their public meetings. All distinction of names 
was laid aside, and it was no matter what any one had 
been called before, if now he stood in the present light, 
and fch his heart glow with love to the souls of meni 
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Kc waft vreicotne tb sifig, pl'ay^, or" call »infters to ivp^T^i- 
ance. Neither was- there any disiitiction as to age, sex, 
color, or any thirtg* of ar teiftporary natwre : old and 
ytrang, msA^ and femde-j blaok aiid i/^hite, had rrriml 
privilege to minister the light which they rcceitcd, in 
whatever way the spirit directed. And it Wa« more- 
over genieraHy cow^ered, that such as professed to 
trtand in the )%ht atid were not actively- engaged some 
wsafy or othe^f^, in thne of public meeting, were only 
dead w6igfrtsr trpon tfce caustr. 

IV. No one, who has not be^n' an eye wittiess, can 
possibly paint in their imaghlution the striking solemni- 
ty of those occasions, on which the thousands of Ken- 
tucVAans were convened in one vast assembly, under 
the auspicious influence of the above faith. How stri- 
king to see hundreds who never saw each other in the 
fdce before, moving uniformly ihto action, without any 
preconcerted plan, and each, without intruding upon 
smother, taking that part assigned him by a conscious 
feeling, and in this manner, dividing into bands over 
a large extent of ground, interspersed with tents and 
waggons : some uniting their voices in the most melo- 
dkm^ songs ; others in solemn and affecting accents of 
prayer : some lamenting with streaming eyes their 
lost situation, or that of a wicked world ; others lying 
apparently in the cold embraces of death : some instruct- 
ing the ignors^t, directing the doubtful, and urging 
them in the day of God's visitation, to make sure work 
for eternity : others, from some eminence, sounding 
the general trump of a free salvation, and warning sin- 
ners to fly from the wrath to. come : — ^the surrounding 
forest at the same time, vocal with the cries of the dis- 
tressed^ sometimes to the distance of half a mile or a 
mile in circumference. • 

How persons, so different in their education, mtan* 
tiers smd natural dispositions, without any visible com* 
mander^ co«ild enter upon such a scene, and continue 
in it for days' and nights in perfect harmony, has been 
one of the greatest wonders that ever the world be- 
held i and wtfs' n^ dofibt kucloded la the visions of 
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that man^ who, felling into a trance with his eyes opei^ 
cried out-—" How goodly are thy tenUy O Jacob I and thy 
tabernacles^ O Israel ! as the vallies are they spread forth^ 
as gardens by the rivers side ,• as the trees of lign^loesf 
which the Lord hath /ilanted" 

V. The supernatural and extraordinary gifts of th© 
spirit which were visible among this people, are not less ' 
wortliy of notice than their distinguishing faith and 
manner of worship ; such as left no remaining doubt of 
the restitution of that sacred panoply, which, together 
with the apostolic faith, had been trodden under foot for 
many hundred years by the power of antichrist. To 
evince this, as the faith of that people at least, I insert 
a few extracts from their writings. 

David Purviance, in a letter dated Caneridge, March 
1, 1802, writes thus — "Somethings have lately taken 
" place among us, which I think more extraordinary 
" than any I have seen or heard since the apostolic age. 
" The case of Rachel Martin, was truly miraculous. 
" I suppose you have heard of it." This extraordinary 
case is illustrated by the following extract from another 
hand. — ^" Last Saturday exceeded by far any thing I ever 
" saw before. Rachel Martin was struck the Thursday 
" night after you left this : She never eat nor spoke for 
*' nine days and, nights. I was there when she rose and 
" spoke : her countenance was as it were, refined |[i. e. 
" transfigured.J She told me she was free from the 
" world all that time: She says the work will increase. 

P. H. 

-£neas M'Callister, in a letter dated May, 1802, speak-^ 
ing of the work in North-Carolina, observes — " The like 
" wonders have not been seen, except the Kentucky 
** Revival last summer, gince the Apostle's days. I 
" suppose the exercises of our congregation this last 
" winter, surpassed any thing ever seen or heard of. I 
<* sometimes think it wo\ild have been well,' if they had 
** been kept in end never told. ***♦***" 

It is certain, the iiatural man receiveth not tho 
things of the spirit of God, for they are foolish- 
ness to him 9 hence Christ instructed his disciples not 
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to cast pearls before swine ; for the same cause, so littte 
has been published abroad concerning the deep things 
of God, made manifest among the people called JVew- 
Lights : and for the same reason, these things can be 
but slightly touched at present. 

VI. That the power was superaatural by which such 
multitudes were sti-uck down, required no arguments 
to prove ; and had they never risen again, their might 
have been some reason for charging it to the devil : 
]>ut who has power to kill and make alive again ? could 
any one with the rationality of a man, suppose that any 
thing short of the power of God, could suspend the func- 
tions of animal life for an hour, a day, or a week, and 
again restore them with additional brightness ? — Is na- 
ture wont to assume such apparent changes, as for tens 
and fifties, moved at the same time by the same instinct^ 
to forget the use of every limb, and prostrate fall no 
matter where, and yawn, and gasp, and expire in a colcl 
sweat ? This belongs not to nature, and as little does 
it belong to nature to exempt her sons from wounds 
and bruises, broken limbs, and aching heads, in case 
of such repeated aitd dangerous falls as were common 
among the JSTeiv-Lighta, And least of aril, Could nature's 
power extend to their resurrection, after an hour, a 
week, or nine days trance. Who wants a miracle to 
arouse their faith, and fix it on the sacred truths recor- 
ded in the scriptures ; let him recognise the camp- 
meeting, let him find the man, or woman, whose im- 
mortal part for hours and days traversed the regions 
of eternity, while the breathless body lay as a spec- 
tacle of terror to surrounding friends. The learned 
expositor of scripture, and the one whom he opprobri- 
ously terms an infidel, are equally baffled with the fal- 
ling exercise ; the one upon his hypothesis, that there 
never was such a thing as a miracle in the days of the a- 
postles; and the other^ that there never was to be any such 
thing after. All their experiments and researches were 
in vain, to reduce this operation to some natural cause. 
Their feeling the pulse, changing the situation of the 
person, applying smelling bottles, bathing with cam- 
phire, or cold water, Jetting of blood, 8^c. could never 
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make half the diseovery; mthe case that those made wha 
came with their barreb of whisky to retail out to the 
multitude. By such it was Abundantly proved, that 
the readiest way to keep clear of this extraordinary e»« 
ercise, was to drown the soul in debauchery and vice. 
Many circumstances, beating and confounding to the 
wisdom of man^ attended the exercises menticoied^. 
which for sake of brevity have to be omitted. And yet 
however exti?a«5>rdinary these things were,, they were 
net considered by the people as the most evidential of 
a work of the true spirit : something much greater was 
commonly expected to succeed their resurrection, of 
greater importance than any thing that went before. 
The word of exhortation, is ranked among the apostolic 
gifts, and a& such* it was considered by the M^w-Ligjita. 
This gift was. generally expected on the occasion of ri-«^ 
sing £rom the before naientioned trance, and such ex- 
pectations were very commonly answered. The ex- 
hortations delivered on those occasions by all ranks and 
celors, but especially by small children^ were so. evident 
tial of a divine* power^ so searching to the consciencei^ 
so wounding to the sinner,, ths^ idie most obstinate un*. 
believers have fallen down, like those* of old,, and con-i 
fessed. that God was in them, of a truth* 

It required a spirit rao^ incredulous,, than that which 
has conusftonly been called iafidelity, to deny a super* 
natural agency in the case of such pathetic and power- 
ful a(idres8es. from little childcen-^^not only unlsam- 
edf but also of the most bashfal and unpopular east o£ 
mind. Such little ones,, of eight or ten years.old^ raised 
upon the shoulders or held up in the arms of some one^ 
in the midst of vast ^vultitudes,, would speak in. a man- 
ner so marvellous an4 astonishing, that persons of the 
most rugged passions would dissolve into tears i and 
proJCessors of the foremost rank^ confesst that hithei^a 
they had been total strangers ta that heavenly sense and 
feeling,, wluch distinguished a. chDd of God. So deep, 
were the effects of truth, delivered' ia the simple lan- 
guage of a child, oi which the foUowiug may serve as 
^ short specimen. 

^^ Q the sweetnesd^^of redectoing kt^ { Q if simiers 
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" knew tbfe «wectm?38 of redeeming love, they wouM 
" all come to the overflowing fountain !" The gene* 
ral gift of exhertadon was to search out the state of the 
sinner, convict him of sin, and warn him to fly from it ; 
and they ofl:en came -so pointed, even to naming out the 
person andpublicly arraigning him for specific crimes, 
that often evil spirits, Whose work is to cover iniquity, 
and conceal it, were stirred up to great fury ; and 
those possessed with tiherci, would come forth in a great 
rage, threatning and blaspheming agamst the author 
of the revival, and bold as Croliah, challenge his armies 
to a rencounter. Could nature, without bloodshed and 
$laughter, overcome beings so fierce ? Or must It not 
be something supernatural ? To see a bold Kentuckian 
(undaunted by the horrors of war) turn pale and trem- 
ble at the reproof of a weak woman, a little boy, or a 
mean African ; to see him «irik down in deep remorse, 
roll and tOBs, and ^nash hie teeth, till black in the face ; 
intreat the prayers of those he ceme to devour, and 
through their ierventintercessions and kind instructions^ 
obudn deliverance, and return in the possession of the 
meek and gentle spirit which he set out to oppose :— ^ 
who would say the change was not supernatural and 
miraculous ? Such exorcisms, or casting out of evil 
spirits, ai»e justly Tanked among the wonders which at- 
tended'the Mtw-iLight : Nor could the man once deli- 
vered from the Legion, go home with greater joy to 
t^U his -friends what great things JesUs has done for 
him, than -mLany returned from these encamping 
grounds, to announce to their former companions, their 
happy change. 

V'll. To what has been «aid it may be objected, that 
many who were converted in this extraordinary manner, 
gave no lasting evidence of a real change, but return- 
ed again to their former courses ; and as they testified 
that they were «il actuated by one spirit, if some »wer« 
mistaken, why not the Whole ? 

1 answer, the work df God is one thing and the 
opinion formed by the subject of it, another. If it should 
be granted that many, or even all, were mistslken as 
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lo the immediate effect of the work, this would nots 
alter the work from what it was. If a foolish person 
should take grain when it was only in the blossom^ and 
say it was ripe, and go to reaping, binding and stack- 
ing it, this would not prove that the plowing and sow- 
ing had not been well done by a good farmer. Spiritual 
life is of a growing nature, as well as vegetable and 
animal life : And if many, zealous to increase the num- 
ber of their disciples, did deceive the generality with 
a vain persuasion, that a short scene of conviction* 
light and comfort, comprehended all that was contained 
in the new birth, and cut them off from any further 
growth, this did not prove that their impressions had 
hot a proper beginning, or were not of the genuine 
kind. 

Obj. 2. If this great appearance of. union and gene- 
ral communion was of God, why did it not increase ? 
Ans, Why did not that union and communion increase 
which existed among the Pharisees, Saducees, Essenes, 
Herodians and Syrophoenicians, who fojiowed Christ 
into the wilderness and encamped there day and night ? 
The reason is plain, the foundation of a lasting union 
could not be laid until the rubbish was cleared out of the 
way, and as this was the first work then, so it was in 
the late revival ; those who followed the true light were 
united in breaking down and burning that which was 
old and rotten, and this had to be done before they 
could unite in building up that which is sound and per- 
mianent. So that a union in the first case, although it is 
productive of greater division, yet is both a shadow and 
a sure pledge of that union which follows inconsequence* 

Obj, 3. But what do you make of those who testified 
that they had got all the rubbish destroyed — ^were car- 
ried above all sin, and temptation, and pain — and never 
should suffer again — were higher than Elijah — ^per- 
fectly blessed and filled with the fulness of God ; and 
with all this so united in heart that they never could 
part, &c. and yet afler all, turn to hate one another 
worse than ever, and live as loo^e and wicked as others ? 
So that they could afterwards say :-— 
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^ Ah ! where dm I now / tVTieh was it^ or Aow— • 

That Ifeilfrom my heaven ^f grace ? 
iam 8trt/i*i of my all-^I am brtught into thrall'-^ 

I dm banished from Jeaua* face*^ 

bo not stich chcing^^s prove that their extraordinary 
light was all a delusion ? Ans. If so, the same argu- 
ment will prove that every dispensation of light, both 
under the law and Gospel was a delusion, for after die 
brightest manifestations there \^as always a falling away. 
Did not the wirole camp of Israel fall away after the 
giving of the law upon mount Sinai ? But did this prove 
that the light they saw there, and all the signs and won- 
ders that preceded and accompanied it, was delusion ? 
David> Solomon, and all the Kings and people of Is- 
rael fell aWay ; and how often was this chosen genera- 
tion brought under judgments and banished into captivi- 
^, not to prove that their exlrabrdinaiy light had been 
^U, delusion, but the contrary. John the B&ptir.t de- 
creased and his followers came to nothing ; and all that 
had followed Jesus for three years> forsook him and fell 
away in the hour of triah If this was not sufficient 
according to the above objection to prove their light a 
delusion, you may add the universjJ apostacy that pre- 
vjoled through the long reign of antichrist, in which 
there was none tliat did good and sinned notj no not one. 
Now if the Same visible consequences have attended 
this kind of light first and last, the different manifesta- 
tions of it must be established or condemned together. 
But to obviate the question more particularly, it will be 
proper to observe, that divine light is first received by 
&ith. We must first believe the report concerning 
things invisible, before we can see the object face to face 
and actually possess it j and the firm belief of a thing 
will produce great effects both on the mind and body. 
Whom having not aeen^ ye love^ifi whom believing^ tho' now 
ye a^e him not^yet rejoice with joy unsfitakdbie q,ndfuli of 
jgiory. This tmspeakable joy was merely the.ftuit of 
iaith in those who had yet to receive the end of their 
Juith^ even the salvation of the %6ul. Now if those called 
JVev/^L^ht9 did testify that they Mtvt d«ad to the world, 
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Mid risen with Christ above all sin, . temptation, pain and 
ftufFering — were full of glory and perfectly blessed with 
the fulness of God — united in heart, and beyond the 
possibility of a separation, they only meant that this was 
their situation by faith ; i e. they had full faith that 
such a state was attainable, and were swallowed up in 
the delightful contemplation of it, as though they were 
actually in it. But that it was not their real situation, 
was evident from their repeated complaints of remain- 
ing darkness, and their prayers for returning light. If it 
is said that upon this principle, all their exercises were 
only the workings of imagination : I answer, that until 
a tiling is brought present to the- senses, the brightest 
knowledge we can have of it is a bright and clear ima-* 
gination, by means of a shadow or image of the thing* 
But we must distinguish between a vain imagination and 
that which is properly founded. If we form an imagin- 
ation of a thing that has no existence, that imaginatipn 
is vain ; but it is not ?o, when the*image of a' thing is 
(ViMwn upon. the mind which has actual existence* 
What knowledge had the Jews of the kingdom of Christ 
while under the cedmonial law, beyond the effect of 
Ijvely images ? The law having a shadow of good things 
to comc^andnot the very f-iih&tance of the things^ could never 
"rdth thoHC sacrifices which they cfferedyear by year continue 
cllif^ make the comers thereunto /lerjectj for would they not 
ih:m haroe ceased to be offered ? ObserA'e their imagina- 
tions were not vain, they wcv&shadows of good things^ of 
real substances^ altho* they were yet to come, and abso- 
lutely necessary to come in order to their perfection* 
Now the cases are perfectly similar, for if the ^few-Lights 
had fourtd real perfection by the aforementioned ex- 
ercises, would not these exercises have ceased of course? 
But the same persons would fall again atid again, and 
rise with the same transfigured countenance, and tes- 
tify that they felt Christ in them, and were full of glory- 
as before^j and again cry out for Christ to come and 
pardon and ^ve them*from their sins ; so tliat at every 
meeting the same sacrifices were continually offered, 
which was a plain evidence that their affections were 
raised by an influential Mtb; a confident expectation of 
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i^nga hofiedfor^ and the evidence oftlungs not seen. And 
if any should build upon their f^th and deceive them- 
selves with the shadow, and think it was the substance^ 
they must blame themselves, for common sense is ca- 
pable of making the distinction. 

Obj, 4. But if it was the true \\^\\\. of the spirit they 
were in, must not that light have secured them from 
any such mistake ? I answer, why did not the light on 
mount Tabor shew the three disciples that what they 
saw was only a vision, and that Jesus was not yet gloii" 
fied ? Why were all the disciples so mistaken about th« 
kingdom of Christ, both before and after their master 
was crucified ? Why did they expect it to come with 
observation, and immediately appear ? And why wcr« 
they so mistaken as to think that John would never die ? 
&c. The light of God was never sent to those who 
were under no mistakes, but to such as were all over 
immersed in errors and mistakes, and willing to see it, 
and have their mistakes corrected. The first work of 
God is to discover errors and mistakes and have them 
put out of the way, and this must needs be done, be- 
fore any thing substciutial and permanent can be built 
up. Hence the work among the J^eiv-Lzghts was in» 
tended to tear down and remove the rubbish of old 
systems, and therefore the subjects of it, had practically 
and experimentally, to handle and prove the corrupt 
materials of the whole fabrick. To be elected and sin- 
gled out as the distinguished objects of irresistible grace, 
carried through the deplorable fall even to the resurrec- 
tion, and after being raised up in glory, soul and body 
Veunited, openly acknowledged and acquitted as dear 
children of God and made perfectly blessed, (astliey had 
supposed) yet after all, they found they were in their 
sins, " exposed to all the miseries in this life, to death 
itself, and to the pains of hell forever." Consequently 
the whole building must be one grand mistake through- 
out, and therefore in obedience to that light, by which 
they discovered the rottenness and danger of the old 
building, they determined to forsake it, or roll it piece 
by piece out of the way, until the way was prepared 
fgr a better foundation to be laid. I'he disciples and 
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{Q])pwer$. of Jesus had bis promise that they shouU 
receive the Holy Ghost, who would abide with theip. 
forever ; that be and the Father would come and make 
their abode with them. But until the promise was ful- 
filled their old Pharisaical errors remained, and they 
were liable to pervert aiul abuse all the new light they 
received, by mixing it with their vain superstitions and 
traditions of men. The greater part gloried that such 
a Saviour was raised up to Israel, but if they had not 
been mistaken they would rather have gloried in such a 
breaks being raised up to Israel. The disciples of Je- 
sus wepe much naore mistaken at first than his avowed 
enemies, for the latter evidently saw that he would 
be the occasion of taking away their place and nation^ 
Hnless he could be defeated by superior power ; where- 
as the former imagined that his whole design was to 
build them up : hence in the midst of all their glo- 
rying, and the exercise of such spiritual power as they 
had, they were so often warned not to, rest in what 
they had received. fJo wonder then if many of the 
^pposers of the late revival, in its first stages^, were can 
pable of forming a more cerrect judgment cpncenxing 
the visible effects of it,, than those who were in it, and 
of improving upon the admonitions giVcn to the disci- 
ples of old in a similar case, te^convince the J^ew-JLightn 
that air their mighty gifts did- net carry them out of 
the reach of danger. Not every onje tl^iat saith Lord, 
Lord- — For many shall say unto me in that day, ILord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name, and in thy 
name cast out devils ? and in thy name done many won•^ 
dsrftil works ? and then will I profess unto them, 1 
never knew you s depart llK)9> me jre titot worl^ ia» 
ixjiiity. 



CHAP. IV. 

Conefrnij^ tki ^fiafa^itm 9/ thoae called JSi*eii>'Ldght€ 
ffoM tAi Prenyl erian Church, 

A DIVISION mtist always precede a separation. 
That divisioti in sentiment which began about tlie com- 
mencement of the present century in the Presbyterian 
church, continually encreased until it effected an im- 
portant separation, which took place in the month of 
September, 1 803. A particular account of which is 
publUbed in a Pamphlet, entitled jln Ajiology for re-^ 
flouncing the jurisdiction of the Synod qf Kentucky, 'pTin'^ 
ted in Lexington, (K.) 1804. It is an old proverb, 
that " two cannoi walk together unless they be agreed." 
For nearly three years the subjects and promoters of the 
revival, continued their outward church membership with 
those whose constant labor it was to oppose and suppress 
it ; this was a painful situation to both parties : for the A^civ* 
Light to be chained down in silence, forbidden to pray, 
exhort or make any noise or uproar in time of meeting, 
however clearly he saw the danger of the wicked, or 
felt his soul overflowing with the love and goodness of 
God: and no less painful did it feel to the expounder, 
and those who contented themselves with his learned 
and ingenious labors, to 1)e interrupted by a sudden 
shout, and put to silence by the din which commonly 
followed ; and worst of all, to hear that system by 
which he had all his wealth in this world, and the hope 
ot a favorite interest in a better, set at naught by the 
general proclamation, whosoever tvill^let him come ayid take 
qf the water of life freely. But thus it continued until 
the \HicqUi vocal and open testimony of several ministers, 
came forth in vindication of the new doctrine and the 
operations and exercises which attended it, and in 
pointed opposition to the Presbyterian system. This 
furnished the desirable occasion of banishing from the 
standing community, those flaming zealots whom miii-t 
Isterial authority had failed to reduce into subjection* 
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II. But that those wlio were destined to excommunica'^ 
tion on account of their faith and zeal, might not be wholly 
left without the usual claim of congenial descent from 
Leo the great, the dissenting ministers voluntarily 
withdrew from under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian 
church, and according to their own history, *' consti- 
tuted themselves uito a Presbytery, as you will see from 
themmutes of their first meeting.** (See Apolcgy, p. 37.) 
" We the above named Robert Marshall, John Dun- 
" lavy, Richard M'Nemar, Barton W. Stone, and John 
" Thompson, having entered the above protest and 
•* withdrawn from under the jurisdiction of the Synod 
** of Kentucky, and of the Presbyteries to which we 
•* belonged, do now formally unite in a body as a Pres- 
^ bytery, known by the name of the Presbytery of 
«* Springfield." The design of these men as xhej 
themselves testify in all their writings, was not to lay 
the foundation of any church or distinct party, but as. 
they express it (Apology, p. 20.) they considered thia 
** Presbytery providentially formed to cover the truth. 
" from the impending storm and check the lawless ca-- 
" reer of opposition.** Nevertheless they proceeded to 
organise what they called churches, altho* they consid-w 
ered their existence as only /tro tem/iore, aVAnd of asylum 
for those who were cast out, that tiicy might come/brt/^ 
and be there like David's father and mother with the: 
king of Moab, until they shotiid kno-w what God would do, 
for them, 

III. On this occasion, as far as the way was opened' 
for a separation, the subjects of the revival who were 
fiinccre in their profession, generally came forth and' 
united with the seceding body, which were distinguish- 
ed by the name of Schismatics. 

As this separation Was productive of a very impor- 
tant change and placed the subjects of the revival in a 
different situation from what they had been, as far as it 
extended, it will be proper to trace the outlines of 
those new formed churches in their separate capacity, 
and the first tiling to be considered is their manner of 
constituting. Every house must be builded upon some 
foundation , all human creeds and confessions had been 
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disannulled or rolled but of the way ; the power and 
authority of modem clergy, as successive to the apostles 
was renounced, andtlie Presbytery of Springfield con- 
fessed and denied not that they were as far off the true 
foundation as the rest. In this predicament they con- 
cluded that they would stand the safest and be most 
retired, and most out of sight from contending parties, 
upon the foundation of all their foundations, viz. tlie 
.scriptures. The following minutes extracted from the 
records of Turtle-Creek church will develope this point 
more particularly ; according to which plan the church- 
es in general which are called Schismatic^ were organised. 
ji/iril 2.0thy 1804.—" The session taking into consider- 
" ationthe propriety of a more close attention to the gov- 
" emment and discipline of the church, think* it expe- 
" dient to state to the people at large who have consid^ 
" ered themselves under our care, the following obser- 
*' vaUons on that subject." 

I. " We think it the privilege of the church, mutual- 
*' ly to profess their regard to the holy scriptures as the 
" only rule of faith and practice, the only standard of 
*' doctrine and discipline." 

II. " We think the eldership ought not to form a sep- 
** arate body distinct from the church itself, nor go out of 
" doors secretly to transact such business asjconcemstho 
^' body of the people at large." 

Iir. " We think it tends to keep the body of the people 
** in the dark and obstruct a real spirit of communion, to 
<' examine and admit members— try causes of scandal 
** —censure— •rebuke-^reprove or suspend in secret, or 
** totransact privately by the representatives of the peo- 
" pie, such or any other business of a public nature." 

IV. " We think it expedient in order to the due exer- 
" cise of government and discipline, that all who Believe 
** should be together in one place. ****** We there- 
*' fore recommend that the church constitute in the place 
'< for public worship," &c, " Moreover that the foregoing 
'* observations be publicly read in the congregation, and 
" the voice of the church taken on the expediency of im- 
" mediately reducing them to practice. Signed, William 
^ Bedel, Malcham Worley, Matthias Spinning, Aaso& 
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** Tultift, Savomel Skiing, FraQcb Bt del, Richafd M'Nte- 
'^ mur. Ac^coixlli^ly At tlie clow of pufadAc worshii) tbe 
^^ above obtservdtiokitt were rta<i« siBd a^r m brief cli«» 
^< cusfiion of the sMbjedtythefotiOwmgpropositiQfiswfin^ 
<^ state<i to the members of the church ill parucuiftr, vi2. 
<' .Do we adopt the holy tcriptureA as the onlf rule of 
^< ^h and practice^ the ooly standard of dootrioM an^ 
^ discipUue ? Po me agree to constitoite a church, aiid in 
^ l^t capadty to tramaot business ? The questions be?^ 
^^ ing put were uistirered in the affirmatiTe with uplifted 
^ hands, without a dissenting voice. The number were 
^ about seventy4bur who voted as above, remained ia 
•^^ the house after the congreg^on wa$ dismissed, and 
^ took their seats as members of the church. It was 
^< moved that the use of f lead J tokens be laid asid^^ 
<< and the members all take their seats at once. It Ivaft 
" also moved and agreed, that the endearing and scrips ' 
^' ture appellation of brother and sister be revived a*. 
^* mong the members." ******** 

It is to be observed that in those congregationil 
where the membci's of the new Presbytery resided, the; 
Presbyterian mode of government had been practised 
for some time after the separation. Neither did the 
Presbytery immediately resign their reputed authority; 
although in every thing they introduced some alteration^ 

They considered it their prerogative to license public 
taachers, or rather to forward those who tkey believe 
ed were chosen assd called of God. The folk)wing) 
written at Springfield, March, 1804, will serve as a 
specimen ;< ■ ■■■^ Forasmuch as our brother^ Malcham. 
<' Worley, has made known to us the exercises of his, 
^' mind for some time past, expressive of a divine call 
<< to labor in word and doctrine, and we being satisfied 
^ from a long and intimate acquaintance with him, of 
(^ his talents both natural and acquired, being sucIh 
^^ as thro' the gk^ce of God, may render him useful i 
" and considering that the way of God is above oui* 
<* ways, it therefore seemed good to us with one ac-*^ 
" cord to encourage our bix>ther to the work, where*. 
" unto WG trust tJie Hoiy Gbo^t<is calling him ; and 
^* we do hereby recommend hita to the churches scat'* 
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^^ ing to the manifestation of the spirit given to him 
" to proAt withal. Signed in behalf of the Presbytery. 

" B. W. STONE, CnJ' 
As it was but a short time before the Presbytery weitj 
convicted that their union was formed upon antichrist 
tian principles, and under that conviction dissolved, it 
will be unnecessary to say any thing further concerning 
the government and discipline exercised by tliem.-— 
Their principal object was to set the people at liberty 
from the contracted folds iDto wliich they had been gath- 
ered by idol shepherds in the cloudy and dark day. And 
as soon as they constituted into a sepai'ate body as above, 
with the scriptures unexpounded as their only index, 
nothing remained for the Presbytery to do in relation to 
them,, but to sit and watch as Jonah sat in liis booth, to 
see what, would become of the city. 

It now remains to. give a more particular siccount of 
the churches and people called Schismatka. 

IV. From their ow» expressions it is difficult to say 
vAidL% their real character was in their own estimation* 

Th^y speak of themsejves as a church about to con^ 
atitute a churchy but how the first was constituted ap^ 
pears not to have been considered. Again^ they speak 
Qf the people at largcy the churches at large^ Sec. If 
these expressions, have any definite signification, they 
must mean the churches a^ liberty <i\hii people, a^ Uberty^ 
SkCa Tabe set.a^ large and at liberty y means, one and 
ibiQ. same thing. It follows then, that they considered 
the people who had beei^ set at large by the precediag 
work,, as now constituting churches at large or at Bherty^ 
who should be beuoc^ by no faroo, of doctrine or disci* 
piijne, but stand k>Qse upon the variegated field» of an»- 
t«deluvianism>; patriarchism, Judaism, baptdsm, Ckrisr^ 
tianity -and Gentile -party ism, or whatever else was 
mce ted out between the lids of the. bible,: either byhis-i 
tory, precept,, promise or prophesy* Yet notwithstand- 
ing* this extensive liberty, it ia truly marvellous and 
astonishing to consider the regular maimer in which 
they proceeded &-oai( thin^ to tiling in the investiga-* 
tipQ of truth* And whsLtis still mor& striking? i&tke 
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^mon and harmony wliich existed among them in thos# 
investigations, and^the subordination which they mani- 
fested in relation to those who were considered the most 
deeply initiated into the mysteiies of the spirit. Ta- 
king what • is called the JS/eiv-Lighi doctrine as the ru- 
diments of divine truth, they proceeded to consider the 
nature of justification, reconciliation to God, &c. 8cc. 
concerning which I shall state a few particulars. 

They rejected as a dangerous error, the doctrine of 
justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ, and 
taught that no one could be justified or accepted of 
God but they that forsook tlieir sins and became /ier- 
. sonally righteous ; that no one could be pronounced yw«f, 
upon the principles of truth, who was not so in reality, 
and therefore when the true God accepteth any as right- 
eous in his sight, it -must be such as are in reality so. 
Reconciliation or atonement is to be at one ; Christ is ai 
one with God ; we must be at one with Chiist. God is 
imchangeably holy, just and good, and therefore cannot 
, be reconciled or at one with an unholy, unjust and wick» 
ed sinner. Man in his natural state is unjust, unholy, 
and wicked, therefore God and man in his natural state, 
are at /wo, not at one, Christ the mediator came into 
the world to atone us to God, not to reconcile or atone 
God to U8, for if God is reconciled or atoned to man in 
his natural state, it must be by becoming unholy> unjust 
and wicked — ^this cannot be ; therefore the work of re- 
conciliation or atonement is to make nman like God, holy, 
just and good, and for this purpose Christ came into 
the world. There is wrath and enmity to be taken out 
of the way ; this wrath and epmity never was in God, 
for God is love, therefore it must be in man, and to re- 
move it out of man the blood of Christ was shed, and 
to man that blood must be applied, not to the throne of 
God's justice which is unchangeably holy, just and 
good. Therefore Christ dying jfor sin was to condemn 
&nd destroy it, n©t in the room and stead of it that it 
might live. (See Stone's letters, p. 15 and 20.) 

According to the schismatic doctrine, the vicarious 
sufferings of Jesus Christ in the room and stead of sin- 
ners that they might live, was only a cunningly devise4 
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table J destitute of foundation either in common scn«d 
and reason or the scriptures of truth, that proxy suffer* 
ings were inadmissible by any just law, either of God or 
man, as it would be wholly unreasonable and unlawful to 
hang a civil honest man in room and stead of a murder- 
er, that the latter might be delivered out of the hands of 
justice and set at liberty. And according to the un- 
changeable law of God, the soul that sinneth it shall die^ 
From whence it was plainly deduced that there could 
be no reconciliation or atonement to God, until the 
evil spirit, which is prone to evil, and that continuallyi 
was overcome and rooted out of God*s creature, and as 
soon as that spirit which is opposed to the law was ex- 
thict, sin which is a transgression of the law, ceased of 
course, and the soul which came from God became re- 
conciled and at one wdth him ; and hence followed the 
necessity of the sufferings of Christ being commensu- 
rate to the atonement and glory that should follow. He 
set us an example that we should walk in his stefis : He 
suffered in the flesh that we might arm ourselves with 
the same mind. Thus Stone's letters on Atonement, p. 
33. " It is evident that Christians according to their 
measure have fellowship in the sufferings of Christ, 
and are filling up that which is behind of his afflictions, 
in their body." Upon this principle it was evident that 
all who were in Christ suffered with him^ that they might 
be glorified together, witnessed the sufferings of Christ* 
1 Pet. V. 1. rejoiced in his sufferings, (ch. iv. 13.) That 
when the glory should be revealed, they might be glad 
with exceeding joy. The sufferings of Christ abound- 
ed in Paul, which were effectual to the Corinthians ; not 
to exempt them from sufferings, but in their enduring 
the same sufferings which he also suffered, (See 2 Cor. i» 
5, 6.) But the greatest depth of the schismatic doc- 
trine, lay in the reciprocal union which they supposed 
must exist between Jesus Chrisf and his followers, which 
renilered both the sufferings and glorification identical 
in each, ' and left no room for the disciple to suffer in the 
room and stead of his Lord, any more than for the 
Lord to suffer in the room and stead of the disciple ; and 
therefore if the sufferings of Christ abounded in th« 
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tfiscipleS of Jfesus, the dhciple did heft siififet hi tlbe tGofk 
and stead of Christ, but very Christ suffered in him thd 
same as in his ma^er. Hence they taught that all that . 
'^vere born of Christ ioid united 16 him, were true Christ 
as much as ^reproduced hyjire^ is very ^re kA Jlre ; and 
as Christ proceeded from the Father, and was t*ue God 
of the true Gody S6 all that were bom of the divine na* 
tui'e and seed of heaven, were perfect^Jn one, *rhu8 
Stone in his reply p. 19. — ^^ It is very evident that the 
** seed of Abttliam are all believers. TheSe believei's 
" arc one, therefore not called seeds but seed, Ydit 
" there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
" nor free, there is neither male nor female ; for ye are 
*< all one in Christ Jesus. — ^Gal. iii. 58. For as the body 
** is one and hath many members, and all the membei's 
** of that one body being many, are one body^ so also is 

" Christ 1 Cor. xii. 12. Hence by Christy in this. 

** verse, the Apostle means believers who ate in Christ >, 
<* Andso I understand Gal. iii. 1 6k— -And to thy seedy 
" which is Christ, i. e. to all believers." See also Ob- 
iservations on Church Government, p. 14. Upon the 
strength of this article of faith, the Schismatics were so 
abundant in their profession of having Chiist in them 
and being full of God, both the Fathfer and tlie Son. Not 
that they held as an established principle that a real hy- 
postatical union existed between them and God, but a 
hypothetical or supposed union depending on their faith,^ 
as all things are possible to him that believeth. The /tos-* 
sibility of standihg in sO near a relation to God, afforded 
a lively anticipation of it to the mind \vhile in the full ex- 
ercise of believing, but still left room for the following 
plrayer : — 

" Come^ Father^ Son aud Holy Ghostf 

** And seal me thine abode : 
^ Let all lam in thee be lost ; 

« Let ail be lost in God.^* 

Were a swine callable of believing that it wai poa^ 
sible for him to be lost and swallowed Up in man, and 
be inoorp^rated with the h%u»sn body and becotne one 
wAth it} the anticipation of such an ^scalted state mig^ 
be very pleasing to the mind of that base animal ; but 
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skotiW lie imagifie that man would fortn the liniou by 
wallowing him alive just as he was, he must find him- 
self greatly mistaken in the issue. Now considering 
the great disparity between sinful man and God, it 
Heed not be thought strange if those who express the 
above prayer with great fervor, should be as greatly 
disappointed when the process is entered upon, by 
Which the all important union is affected. The Schu^ 
matica however, considered this union to have taken 
place first of all in the person of Jesus Christ. Mence 
many important questions were agitated concerning this 
extraordinary person-r*-the end of his mission into the 
world— the nature of tlie work which was given him to 
do-B.^id how that work is to effect us, &c. Upon which 
differebt hypotheses wete formed according to the profi- 
ciency o f each in the JSTeiv- Light and the Schismatic s/iirit. 
V. It was agi^ed on all hands, that God was unchange- 
able and needed not the sufferings and death of his Son, 
to render him propitious to the soul of any ; that it was 
through love tliat he sent his Son into the world — ^that 
sin is the. only thing in the universe that he hates — ^that 
he would have all men saved from it, and that to effect 
this, Christ made his appearance in the World. But 
that innocence and love could not suffer and die in the 
room and stead oigmlt and enmity. Nor could the im- 
putation of Innocence and purity to the guilty and vile, 
render them happy in the presence of heavenly beings 
of a contrary nature. From these premises it was con- 
cluded and taught by some, that man by departing 
Irom God, lost the true knowledge of his character 
and fell into a gross mistake, in concluding that he 
Wa» their enemy ; that Christ ckme to reveal the true 
character of God m order to convince sinners of their 
coistake, and prove to them th&t Crod was their friend ; 
that he had' sufficiently estabtished this point by sut* 
mitting to be killed by them*, rather than oppose or 
hurt d^em. Upon this hypothesis the Saviour was 
sttppcised to die in the room and stead of the wicks- 
led, in a sense, soMewhat different frdm the former. 
iBssmuch as the 'parties toust meet, and the sinner 
loofe^ fi]p6it €bd «s W»' ai^iriy, 9M was ^bteritikitid 

S 
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either to kill or be killed j the love 6f Christ to the wick* 
ed was so great, that he chose to be killed rather than 
kill, and this was supposed to constitute the gosfiel^ the 
glad tidings^ viz, that although wicked sinners killed 
their best friend through a mistake yet he freely forgave 
them. When any believe this they repent and are re- 
conciled to God as their friend, whom before they tho't 
to be their enemy. This gospel method of salvation 
was however by no means established as a matter of comj» 
mon faith. The generality still believed mankind to be 
under a deeper disorder, than such a mistake. For of* 
ter that they new God, they glorified him not as God. 
*/lnd did not love to retain God in their knowledge. Be-* 
Hdes, if there is such implacable enmity between the 
einner luid God, that one or other must die, and if the 
enmity is found in the sinner, he must certainly be in 
the wrong ; therefore unless the Deity sacrifice his law 
and justice as well as his life, out of love to the sinner^ 
death and suffering must inevitably seize upon him that 
is in the wrong. Moreover if the sinner is at enmity a-* 
rainst God whatever the cause be, if God is reconciled 
to liim in tliat state, he must be at enmity against him* 
self. Therefore upon this principle, should the sinner 
conclude that God was reconciled to him, had nothing 
against him, overlooked his enmity, disobedience, &C4 
the last error must be worse than the first. So that from 
the propositions first laid down, another conclusion was 
drawn more consistent and which was move universally 
embraced, viz. that the coming of Christ into the world 
was to make an end of sin, and unless we are wholly deliv* 
ered from it, we can never see the face of God in peace* 
VI. Pursuant to this conclusion, the first of those new 
satellites,* which tlie Presbytery of Springfield had 
recommended as a light toth^ churches, began to shine 
out in the month of June, 1 804 ; and from the efiful'^ 
j;ence of the great luminary, around whose centre the 
Schismatic body revolved, proposed to obviate every dif- 
ficulty that had been attached to those intricate subjects, 
>snd lay open the whole matter plain to the weakest capa- 
city. But however )>lain and obvious the new divinity 
might have appeared to him or to others at the time lit 
* MiOchaiii Worley. 
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iras divulged, certain it is, that none but Schismatics, 
federalists or such as unequivocally maintain the sacred 
rights of conscience, could ever have admitted the open- 
ing of sentiments so singular, with impunity. But un- 
der the auspicious wings of the jimerican Eagle, which 
shades the honest enquirer after truth from the burning 
rage of popes and despots, the reader may calmly pe- 
ruse those singular propositions which were so gene- 
rally asciibed to a disorder in the brain, in which th« 
following ideas were included. 

" Man was at first created in the nature and image* 
of God, but being tempted and giving way to the ser- 
pent, the nature of the serpent was begotten in him, 
which is an earthly, sensual and devilish nature, direct- 
ly opposed to the nature of God. This diabolical na- 
ture, however contrary to the divine, in which man was 
created, could not overcome nor extinguish it ; hence 
there remained in the same person two opposite natures, 
at enmity and war the one agtdnst the other ; the one 
denominated the seed of (he Kvonian^ the other the seed of 
the serpent P 

2. " A3am begat a son in his own likeness, a double 
winded man, and in this situation the whole human race 
were propagated, and thus they remained till Christ 
made his appearance and began the work of redemp- 
tion." 

3.^* Jesus Christ the redeemer, assumed in the body 
of his flesh the same diabolical natff/e, which was in alt 
other men — ^was made in all points like unto his breth- 
ren whom he came to redeem— ^had two distinct and 
opposite natures residing in his one body, of which the 
one was true God, the other very Devil. This diabo- 
lical nature which worked in the man, (and not some 
other being outwardly visible) tried and tempted him 
to seek temporal riches and honors, to convert the 
stones into bread, and cast himself down from the pin- 
nacle of the temple, in order that he himseff might be 
acknowledged and adored, as the coming Messiah. This 
wicked nature being denied of all its demands, crossed 
in all its cravings, gave him up for a season to the min- 
istry of angels, but afterwards rallied its vanquished 
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Jowers, and struggled for life and victory against the 
Son of God, but was again overcome and held to th# 
painful and ignominious cross, on which he was worn 
out,, wasted and consumed as by a lingering fire, until 
he was forced' in his last convulsive agonies, to cry a- 
loud and yield up the invisit)le and immortal spirit. 
Thus the work of final redemption was finished, and 
the second man arose and ascended out of that lawies^ 
and wicked nature into which the first fell. Then the 
serpent's head got a finished bruising^ and the first bqm 
of the woman's seed put everlastingly out of his reach. 
According to this transaction all the types, figures and 
allegories in tlie old testament, and parables in the nevr 
are to be understood. Thus, Cain and Abel, Ishmael 
and Isaac, Esau and Jacob, the sumptuous glutton and 
Laz^irus the. beggar, the foolish and wise virgins, 8^c. 
are to be considered as types of these two distinct na-* 
tures ; the one elect9 the other reprobate; the. one be-* 
loved, the other hated ; the one and his offering acceptor 
©d, the other rejected,'* 

f ' Again, the^divine nature or »eed of the woman whieh 
Va3 chosen, redeemed,, exalted and glorified in the per-^ 
woisx of Christ Jesusa is denominated in scripture tM spirit, 
-r^he inner man-rr-the new man^ ^c. Its opposite, the old 
man^-^the man ofsin—^he sun ofp.erdition-'-^thefiesh wlnchi 
imfeth agxiiml thf. sfiirif-^-^iAC' CQmal ndnd-^^thQt ivicked 
which si(teth in tM temple of God and defiles it :-^ 
which in thij. work of. redemption must lift up. Ins eyes 
in torment, be punished, with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, be consumed and de? 
^troyed and go into final perdition." 

" This wicked which is one and the same in all mei^# 
being. overcsgne. and destroyed in. the person of Jesus 
Christ, laid a foundation for the gospel to be preached 
to every creature imder heaven, and for all to look and 
hope for redemption at hia final appearing. 

That it was necefisary that this gospel should be pub- 
lislied.to all the ^vorjd, before a full end of that wicked 
sJhQuld come." By this gospel h<^ was bound, but suffer-, 
cd to live another day, or thousand years. This thour 
Bund years is now expired and the period com^ for tha^ 






man of sin lo be finally consumed from off the frxe of 
the earth. And for this end, the spirit of God is poured 
out upon the people, first to reveal, and then to consume 
this wicked.*' Such were tlie general propositions ad- 
vanced by Malcham Worley, in the summer of 1804, and 
which was acceded to, by a number of those Schifimatic% 
who were considered foremost in the JVeio-Light, 

VII. An epitome of the foregoing doctrine may be 
seen m Stone's letters p. 23. 24. in which are the fol- 
lowing expressions. " From whom or from what did 
Christ redeem, &c. I answer : 1st. from the Devil.—.. 
2. He came also to redeem us/rom «i7i, which is the same 
as to redeem us from the Devil. Mankind are re- 
presented as sold under ««, serving «m, servants to «w, 
under the dominion and reign of 6 iw, &c. Hence it is 
plain that Christ redeems us from sin or from all ini- 
quity." 

" I now inquire what was the price given for our 
redemption ? The blood or death of Christ is every 
where in scripture, declared to be the price given. 
Acts xx. 28. Rev. v. 9. &c. It may now be asked 
if Christ or God in Christ, redeems from the Devil and 
sin ? And if he gave his blood as the ransom or price, 
who g^t the price ? The Apostle to the Hebrews an- 
swers : — Forasmuch as the children were partakers offlehh 
and bloody he also himself likewise took part of the same ^t hat 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of 
deaths that is the Devil. Here then we see that the de- 
vil had the power of death— -and he got the pi ice, 
which was the death of Christ. Then was fultilled 
that old prophecy—/ nvtll put enmitij bettveen thee and 
the womanj and between tfty seed and her seed : It nhall 
bruise thy head and thou shall bruise his he elX.r¥.^ , iii. 15.'* 
This particular point, " the devil getting the price," 
was combated by Dr. Campbell, in his strictures s 
Whereupon br. Stone agreed " to cat thej>c dreadful 
words" because so extremely offensive to the Doctor, 
and the occasion of a wildness of imagination in tho 
Calvinist preachers and people. (See Btpbj^ p. bZ,^ Eut 
neither Dr. Campbell nor br. Stone fully understcod 
the expression when they agreed that it should be eutcn. 

E a 
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The oSTenee'of the.aHppesBions seemed to lie in giving 
the devil sooiething tih£.&wa&*preGious-; heneo the Doc* 
tor'^QbjectioB,.^^ that ^le precious blood of Christ was 
givea hy God to the devil'ia payment 1" That " God 
Was so mereiiess as to. deliver up his only Son to glut 
tlie malice o£a blood-thirsty demon If* That ^' the lamb 
of God was^ immolated on the alter of hell/' &c. But 
had he adverted to the Apostle's idea, quoted by Stone« 
yiK. that tfiisv preeious blood was intended to de«t 
Sttroy tl)e one to whom it was^ gken, it must have ap» 
lieared more consistent- foB the deyil to get it^^^an the 
jiftstico of God* The Doctor would not be. so unreason*^ 
s^^le as togive ariose of tartar emetic to one ki perfect 
health toereate bile on. his- stomach, and thereby cNo»e 
bim to the bilious^ He knows the precious tartar emcr. 
tic (which is the very essence of bile) must be depoutn 
ed in thebilious bowels of his patient, in order to col- 
lect into union with itself every thing there of its owt^ 
nature and cany it off in the draught. 

Now admitting that Christ assumed that blood, life or 
nature, in which all ms^kind lay separated .from • God^ 
that life was his, and he had a right to do with it what 
he pleased, and altho' it was endowed with no greater 
excellence in him than in another considered in itself, 
yet it might be denominated fireciousy from the use 
which he made of it, and admitting tha;t he gave it up; 
as a public sacrifice, made a shew- of it openly and put 
away sin by the sacrifice of it, the Doctor must grant 
that Stone's inference that *' the devil got the price^?' 
was not so full of horror as he at first imagined, and 
consequently it must prove a very strong emetic to hinni 
that eats it; 

VIII. The above schkmot^ doctrine, as far as it was: 
opened and explained, threatened the total subversion 
of the Calvinistic system at one blow ; for upon the 
principle that sin must be actually destroyed, that Christy 
did actually assume, overcome and destix>y it, and that 
the same battle must be fought, and the same victory 
gained by all who are bom of God, it follows of 
course, that^rari/ sinning, sufferings obeying, dying, ri-? 
Tig, reijgning, &c. ar^ tche proper effects of a disordered 



55 

brain. And moreover if it was the ennnty whfch Christ 
nailed' to the. cross and took out of the way, and the^ 
DeviY which he destroyed by death, the hypostatical 
union of two distinct natures in the Son of God forever, 
must be a capital mistake, and all the worship that has 
been offered to hira upon such a faith, must have con- 
duced to the dignity and honor of that spirit^ which the 
meek, lowly, and self-denying Saviour foiled upon the 
mount. In fine, the SchismaticB taking it for granted 
that sin was the whole occasion of rwo*-r-.That Christ 
came to destroy it — that his veracity was pledged to 
finish the work-— and that the time of the promise wasi. 
near at hand— expected, in. whatever way the work 
should be affected^ the day would soon declare it. 

Several objections were raised in the Schismatic fra-^ 
tcmity against brother Worley*s manner of understand-*. 
ing the scriptures, the most particular of which was 
1st, That it led to Universalism and made Christ the Sa-. 
viour of all men eventually, as well as officially ; taking 
it for granted, that either in the plan of redemption or 
the execution of it, God had distinguished the souls of 
men by number and person. And 2d. That if such a 
doctrine was established it would open a wider door to 
vice, inasmuch as it would cut off at once from the car-. 
nal mind, the powerful influence of hope and fear ;, 
consequently the wicked spirit in man would become 
jmore violent, and sin with more greediness, knowing 
that his time was short. But as all agreed that they 
were only yet beginning to learn the mysteries of the 
scripture, and each one had a right to exercise his own 
faith, and walk by the same rule, and mind the same 
thing whereunto he had attained, the investigation of 
these mysterious and intricate points, was put off to a 
future period, and the churches went on harmoniously 
in the first principles of the JVeto-Light which they con- 
ceived to be so well established by the extraordinary 
power and gifts of the spirit. I shall now proceed ta 
give some account of their particular form of govern- 
ment, manner of worship, &c. 

IX. It has been before observed tha^ they constituted 
by a vote, which considered the scriptui'e as the only 
^ See pa^e ^, 
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written oracle thro* whieh the mind of God was reveal- 
ed to them. And in order to this general suffrage^ (in 
which the body of the people at large had equal privi* 
lege) every claim to superiority, (by a succession of 
church offices) had been laid aside, consequently the 
power of government was considered in the body of 
the people thus constituted. This new republic, under 
the standard of liberty and equality, and invested witli 
so great a degree of light, life and power, assumed a 
threatning aspect toward the little surrounding kingdoms 
which had so long been weakening each other by civil 
broils. It is difficult to paint the zeal for liberty, and 
just indignation against the old aristocratic spirit, which. ' 
' glowed through eveiy member of this new confederacy. 
wAiid under the influence of this warm democratic zeal 
these churches soon exhibited an appearance, distinct 
from any thing that had ever been seen. The follow- 
ing minutes of the church at Turtle-Creek will serve to 
illustrate some of the particulars of their proceed- 
ings. 

" April 21, 1804. John Miller, Amos Valentine, and 
" Joseph Stout, publicly related the circumstances of their 
" conversion, with which tlie church was well satisfied 
" and gave them the right hand of fellowship, as worthy 
" members of the suffering body of Chi ist. Samuel Kim- 
" bel informed the church with tears, that he had wound - 
" ed his own conscience and the cause of Goil, by associ- 
" ating with the wicked in a tavern, and tossing a dollar 
" for whisky ; professed his abhorrence of such conduct 
" and his determination in future to be more guarded* 
*' The church was satisfied with his repentance and a- 
" greed that the offence be forgiven." 

" J. F. informed the church that he had been overta- 
" ken in a quarrel, in which he suffered anger to rise in 
" his breast, whereby the holy spirit was grieved. Yet 
" as he did not manifest that the leaven was purged out, in 
" such a manner as to feel the fellowship of that spirit 
" which turns the other cheek to the smiter, loves an en- 
" emy, and returns blessing for cursing ; the church a- 
« greed that he be kept on suspense till further satisfac- 
« tion be obtained/' 
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Observe, it was upon the supposition that Christ tras 
in this body of people, that transgressors came forward 
and confessed their sins, and such confessions were not 
considered as being made to men, but to God, and the 
forgiveness to pi'oceed from that spirit, which was at 
one with the Father and the Son. In this mode of gov* 
emment, the republican body was filed off in a separate 
capacity, and the surrounding multitude were consid- 
ered as belonging to a different family, and any one 
might have the privilege of coming over, confessing; 
their wickedness, professing their repentance and uni- 
ting with their spirit as far as they chose. And the 
way was as free and open for any to change sides in 
a different manner. These churches still retained thcj 
use of the sacraments, but from the change which had 
taken place in the ministry, the end and use of the sa-* 
crament was .very differently considered. When the 
imputed righteousness of Christ, the satisfaction madQ 
to justice in behalf of the sinner, and the imputed au- 
thority of the standing clergy to minister in the name 
of Christ, were set aside, the fonner use of the sacra« 
ments must of course go with the rest, for there re-^ 
mained no one regularly ordained to administer them. 
It may be enquired whether these churches did not 
cpnsider themselves authorii^ed to ordain ministers. I 
finswer they did not, as appears evident from the tenot 
of their faith on that subject, as stated in the Observations 
on Church Government^ as well as from the manner in 
which they acted in relation to tliat important matter^. 
The farthest that they went was to express their sattsf 
faction with, and encourage those who they believed 
had power and authority given them from heaven, 
as appears from the following minute, dated " Sept. 
29, 1804. The church took into consideration the 
case of Brother Wbrley, relative to his laboring in the 
word— He was examined as to his soimdness in the 
faith, with which examination the church was satisfied :** 
and he was encouraged to exercise his talents in pub- 
lic exhortation, as providence might call and direct. 
The SchismativuhaA too fresh a remembrance of the suf- 
ferings they h|i4 wdergoBi^ ia Qby^ng^ liberty frow 
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the reputed vicegerents of Christ, acting in his room 
and stead, to allow them to lay hands suddenly on any- 
one, and especially as they conceived it necessary that 
the Holy Ghost should be given in the important article 
of ordaining a true minister of the Gospel. 

In consequence of encouragement from the republi- 
can body, there were certain individuals who took the 
lead in public exercises, which leads me to state some o£ 
the peculiarities of their worship. 

X, From their general faith that God and Christ 
had their abode in the soul of man, and from those 
inward feelings of love and power which they occasion- 
ally felt, through the medium of a lively faith, they 
were led to believe that whatever exercise was congru- 
ous to that inward feeling, and had a tendency to in- 
crease it» was acceptable to God, as true worship. 
Hence by giving the right hand of fellowship to those 
who were admitted into the community, and finding 
that it tended to increase the inward workings of the 
spirit, it was. gradually introduced as a common act of 
worship, in concert with singing hymns and spiritual 
songs. The whole society, old and young, male and 
female, would commonly unite in this mode of worship, 
and taking each other by the hand, would shake not. 
only their hands but their whole bodies, like one chur* 
ning, with such violence that the place would seem tQ 
quiver under them. This they called rejoicing, and 
in this worship they considered it the privilege of every 
one to unite who believed the new doctrine of atone- 
ment, according to an observation ofbr. Stone, when 
he first heard that doctrine stated, viz. " that if these 
things were established as truth he would rejoice for- 
ever.*' Admitting that God was love — could not be 
changed— was the same to one soul as another — would 
have all to be saved, &c. nothing remained but for the soul 
to love God and rejoice in confident hope of salvation," 
and manifest its fidth and confidence by every such bodily 
exercise as had a loving or joyful appearance. The 
JVew'Lights had considered it presumption to perform 
any of these bodily exercises voluntarily, into which 
they were forced ky a supernatural power, but thi% 



kind of faith appeared childish to the ^chhrnatics. They 
Supposed that whatever God moved the creature to 
hj his irresistible power, must be acceptable to hhm 
And therefore it was their privilege to do voluntarily 
what was acceptable to God, rather than be once in a 
while dragged to it, and the rest of their time offer up 
'Such voluntary worship as was *' full of unbelief and 
«in," and a stench in tlie nostrils of Jehovah. 

The J^eW'Lighta^ struck down and held under the 
•power of death for a time, then raised up as in a new 
world of light and vision, and carried away with such 
raptures of joy, could not possibly conceal dieir conver* 
sion. Such a conversion and way of manifesting it, 
however acceptable it might be to God, as being the 
effect of his irresistible power, yet the Schismatics con* 
ceived it to be mol'e acceptable to God, (and not with- 
out good reason) for one who was convinced of sin and 
had turned from it, to rise up in the assembly of those 
who were like-minded, testify his views and feelings, 
and declare his intentions boldly and voluntarily. And 
again if he was overtaken with a fault, if it should be 
so small a thing as tossing a dollar for whisky or suffer- 
ing a little anger to arise m his breast, that he volunta-^ 
rily confess it in the open light and profess his abhor- 
rence of it. There must appear a very itiarked differ- 
ence between this worship and that in which the sinner 
was overtaken with the power of God, and constrained 
to do what he did not love, and might afterwards ex-' 
cuse himself that he could not help it, and still claim 
his union with the world by a voluntary profession that 
he was yet a sinner, prone to evil, no better than any 
other ; and all that distinguished him from others, was 
the lighting down of a sovereign power upon him which 
he could not avoid. The SchLsmatica conceived they 
were worshipping God to acceptance. While relating 
their conversion, expressing their abhorrence of sin, and 
singing spiritual songs to that effect—" I shall be holy 
here*' — shaking hands and shuddering with indignation 
against their soul-enemies— crying out for final deli v^ 
erance from them. — ^^ Make vat Saviour, what thou 
art : liye thyself within my heart."— Leaping and 
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dapping Voluntaiily in the joyftil hope-^< ^hhn th«p 
IPForld sh^ll alwaya seCy Christ the holy child in me." 
So that the principal thing that distinguished the Sc/ds'- 
matte worship from that of the JSCew-JUghte^ "was their 
taking the privilege of estliibiting hy a bold faith, what 
others were moved to by a blind impulse. This they 
considered a great improvement) growth and advance^ 
)tnent in the spirit of the revival : And upott this prin* 
ciple, the voluntary exercise of dancing was introduced 
as the worship of God, by br. Thompson and some oth* 
ers who were forward in promoting the grand schUm, 
Although this singular worship was practised voluntarily 
with a degree of formality, yet it was not introduced 
in a formal way, but by following up and improving 
those operations which at first irresistibly forced them 
into that exercise. At the spring sacrament at Turtle- 
Creek in 1^04, br. Thompson had been constrained just 
at the close of the meeting to go to dancing, and for aH 
hour or more to dance in a regular manner round the 
%tand, all the while repeating in a low tone of voice-^-^ 
'• This is the Holy Ghost— Gloiy I" But it was not 
till the ensuing fall or beginning of the winter, that 
the ScliiamaHcs began to encourage one another tofiratBe 
God in the dance and unite in that exercise ; just beliey^ 
big that it was their privilege to rejoice before the 
Lord, and go forth in the dances of them that make merry* 

However, notwitlistanding the Schismatics aimed at 
that worship which should be expressive of uniform and 
continual joy, yet they were &r from attaining it, and 
at least the one half of their exercises were of a con* 
trary nature ; some of a Toluntary and others of soi m* 
i^luntary kind. 

Among their voluntary acts of vrorship, were the gen- 
eral confession that they were anners— rebuking 
reproving, and laboring to reclaim their fellows who 
Were more notoriously wicked than the rest— -Some pray* 
ing to God to sanctify their corrupt natures^ &c. and 
otjiers praying against their prayers. This kindof pray • 
ing-match was a very common schismatic exercise. 
They considered it contrary to their federal constitu- 
^n for cut to attack another openly by any sup* 



61 

^asei authority, and therefore they, had recourse to the 
spirit} and by the brighest, boldest and loudest gift of 
prayer, the cause was commonly decided. In this way 
they generally settled their controversies of every kind. 
One would begin to preach or exhort, and if his doc- 
txine was judged unsound or uninteresting, he would be 
presently matched with a prayer, and whichever col- 
lected the greatest warmth and manifested the most 
lively sensation of soul, gained the victory, and inter- 
ested the general shout on that side. 

But there were moreover in the schismatic worship, a 
species of exercises of an involuntary kind, which seem? 
■fed to have been substituted by the Great Spirit, in the 
room of the falling, &c. which had been among the 
J^ew^Lighta, The principal of these,* were the rolling 
exercise^ the jerks and the barks, 

1. The rolling exercise which consisted in being cast 
down in a violent manner, doubled with the head and feet 
together, and rolled over and over like a wheel, or 
iftretched in a prostrate manner, turned swiftly over and 
over like a log. This was considered very debasing and 
mortifying, especially if the person was takeninthis man- 
ner thro' the mud, ^nd sullied therev/ith from head to foot. 

2. Still more demeaning and mortifying vrere the 
jerks. Nothing in nature could better represent this 
strange alid unaccountable ope lotion, than for one to 
goad another, alternately on every side, with a piece of 
red hot iron. _ The exercise commonly began in the hesd 
which would fly backward and forwaixl, and from side 
to side with a quick jolt, which the person would na^ 
turally labor to suppress^ but in vain ; and the more 
any one laboured to stay himself and be sober, the more 
he staggered, and the more rr.pidly his twitches encreas- 
€d. He must necessarily go as he was stimulated, 
whether with a violent dash on the ground and bounce 
from place to place like a foot-ball, or hop round with 
head, limbs and trunk, twitching and jolting in every di- 
rection, asif they must inevitably fly asunder. And how 
such could escape without injury, was no small won- 
der to spectators. By this strange operation the human 
frame was commonly so transformed and disfigured^ 
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as to lose every trace of its natural appearance. Scme-» 
times the head would be twitched right and left to a 
half round, with such velocity, that not a feature couFd 
be discovered, but the face appear as much behind as 
before. And in the quick progressive jerk, it would 
seem as if the person was transmuted into some other 
species of creature. Head dresses were of little account 
among the female jerkers. Even handkerchiefs bound 
tight round the head, would be flirted off almost with the 
first twitch, and the hair put into the utmost confusioni 
thi.j was a very great inconveincnce, to redress which) 
the gener?.lity were shorn, though directly contrary to 
their confession of Lith. Such as were seized with -thd 
/ rA:?, were wrestei at once, not only from under their 
own government, but th?t of every one else, so that it 
was dangerous to attempt confining them, or touching 
tliem in any manner, to whatever danger they were ex-» 
pojjcd ; yet fcv/ were hurt, except it were such as rebel- 
led ap^ainst the operation thrcuf^h wilful and deliberate 
en:nity, and refused to comply with the injunctions 
which it came to inforcci 

3. The List possible grade of mortification seemed to 
be couched in the darks, which frequently accompanied 
the yVr/t.'?, nor were they the most mean and contempt-" 
ihlc characters, who were the common victims of this 
disgi^cing operation, but persons who considered them- 
selves in the foremost rank, possessed of the highest im- 
provements of human nature ; and yet in spite of all the 
efforts of natiu'e, both men and women would be forced 
to personate that animal, whose name, appropriated to a 
human creature, is co\mted the most vulgar stigma.---^ 
Forced I say, for no argument but force, could induce any 
cne of polite breeding, in a public company, to take the 
position of a c?ninc beast, move about on all fours, growl, 
snap the teeth, and bark in so personating a manner, as 
to set the eyes and ears of the spectator at variance.— 
It was commonly acknowledged by the subjects of these 
exercises, that they were laid upon them as a chastise- 
ment for disobedience, or a stimulus to incite them to 
•bme duty or exercise to which they felt opposed.-— 
Hence it was very perceivable that the quickest xn^th" 
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fcelievc what God had promised, with an appropriating^ 
faith ; cast anchor upon the thing promised though un- 
seen, and hold the soul to the pursuit of it in defiance 
of all the tossing billows of unbelief. This faith, so 
Contrary to the carnal heart, they concluded must be of 
Goi It must be the spirit of Christ, or God working 
in the creature, both to will and to do. . What is the 
promise but the purpose of God ? And what is the pur* 
pose of my soul (says the Schismatic') but to have the 
thing promised. Hc.s God promised ? — he cannot lie : 
Has he purposed ? — he cannot alter. Therefore wbu 
his spirit leads me to I shall possess, as certain as God 
is stronger than the Devil. Upon this principle all 
were encouraged to believe the promise, and immedi- 
ately set out in co-opemtion with the promiser ; and ini 
proportion to the strength of their faith, to predict the 
certain accomplishment of that purpose of God, which- 
they felt within them. 

Notwithstanding this faith furnished a very bold foun* 
dation for predicting what should come to pass, yet ft 
was far from comprehending the whole of that evidence, 
upon which the Schismatic looked for the pui'pose ani 
promise of God to be folfilled. It wa§ very comiiiciQ^ 
for them to be caught up or carried away by the samer 
spirit of faith, and be shewn in bright and iieavenly 
yisions, the indisputable reality of what they befoijft 
contemplated' in a Simple beliefs In those ecstacio^ 
some would seem to desert the body, and leave it foe 
hours in a state almost or quite inanimate. Others ia 
their transports, would seem to use their clay tene- 
ment as a kind of instrument, to sign out and represent 
to the spectators, what the active spirit saw in open vi^ 
sion, independent of any of 'its mean organs. Of these 
extraordinary visions, nothing can be communicated 
here beyond an imperfect hint, and whether they 
ever be correctly stated on paper is a matter of doubt. 
Their general import respected things that were darkly 
hinted at in the scriptures, and hard to be understood \ 
such things as were especially to take place in the latter 
days. And hence notwithstanding they had adopted 
he scriptures under the notion of a confession of {s\\X\x 
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y«t it was not immediati^Iy to the scriptures they appli- 
ed for light, but to that ti-ansporting spirit which open- 
ed cleanly to the mind, those mysterious things recorded 
in scripture, which the wisest men upon earth, without 
the spirit, could not understand. See the letter to Sy- 
nod, published in Stone's Reply, p. 63, of which the fol- 
lowing is an extract :— " We view Christ as the only cen- 
** tre of union, and love the only bond. Let us labor af- 
" ter this spirit, and when we obtain it, then we shall all 
" be united in one body. ********* Some are 
** groaning for the wounds of the Presbyterian cause ; 
** some for tlic Methodist ; some for the Baptist, &c. 
*' each believing that it is the cause of Christ for which 
" they ai'e groaning. And some are as heartily groaning 
" for the wounds of the Christian cause, without respect 
** to names or parties. If we should unite our groans 
** and cries to the Father of our mercies, for the general 
" release and the coming of the Lord's kingdom with 
** power, God would hear and answer us. O let us unite 
" in the common cause. ******** Then will Zion 
** shake herself from the dust, shine forth as the sun in 
" his brightness, and be terrible as an army with banners. 
** Then shall she be a cup of trembling to all the people 
" round about her, and shake terribly the nations. Then 
" shall that man of sin be destroyed, and righteousness 
*' shall flow down as a mighty stream. These things, 
" dear brethren, are not vain imaginations, for God is 
** now about to t..ke the earth. Thy kmgdom come. 
^ Even so come, Lord Jesus. 

*' Brethren, yours in the Lord. 

" R. MARSHAL, 
*' J. DUNLAVY, 
« B. W. STONE, 
" J. THOMPSON. 

« Danville, October 18, 1804. 

«* To the Moderator of the 
Synod of Kentucky,^* 

In these sublime figures was couched the whole pur- 
port of the schismatic vision, viz. the coming of the 
Lord's kingdom with power. A one body of fieopUj 
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united in Christ by the pure b«nd of love ; the koii9#y 
habitation op dome of the king of kiiigs^ in which the 
groanings of Presbyterians^ MethodiUB^ Baptists sxad, 
Christiana, for the wounds of their petty party, cau* 
ses should not be heard« A Zion or pure gospel 
church, shaking herself from the dust, i; e* from every 
thing unclean, all that belongs to the serpent, and shin« 
ing for th like the sun (i. e. Chriist Jeeus) in his bright- 
ness. Setting the people to tremble, sniA shaking ter- 
ribly the nations. Consuming the man of siny and 
opening* a sti^^m of e^ eilastlng righteousness upon the. 
earth. 

These were bold figures, and that they were just 
sibout t-o be substantiated, required something more thaii 
a viiin imagination to evince. 

Sleeping and waking, the whole topic with these Scf^-^ 
matic8i was the encreasing work of God, and the blessed 
kinp^dom just about to appear, and each one contem- 
plating it through some special dream or vision, in which^ 
tliey felt Goiifident they had a particular revelation of 
the Lord's Christ. This was th© kind of jnanna which 
they were daily gathering, and out of the infinite abun- 
dance that fell on the camp, it may not be improper to 
deposit a little of it in the pot. In some of these rap- 
turous scenes, they piX)fe8sed to be carried clear out of 
ths body, and to be favored with a particular interview 
with the spirits of their departed Mends, and to see and 
l3ari> their diflferent allotments in the invisible world.— «. 
Sometimes they mixed with great multitudes who had 
embraced religion in the past century, and were waiting 
for the new Jerusalem to appear, and the way to be 
opened into the lioly city. At other times they profes-^ 
sed to see the holy city, in the bright and heavenly glo^ 
ry, and to hear the songs of the angelic host ; and that 
attempting to join them in their musiC) occasioned the 
melodious sound in the breast ; and that entering inta 
the overshadowing cloud ©f such celestial witnesses^ 
perfumed their whole soul and body with a peculiar fra- 
grance, which rendered every thing of a mortal fleshly 
nature, disagreeable and unsavory. This peculiar fra 
grance, which could not be fcund in ft»y thfeg wpou 
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•ftrth, but the cmbjects of these strange operations, seem^ 
cd of all other things, to bring tlie heavenly state the 
neaifest to the senses of these people. Under the influ- 
enee of this singular perfume, (which seemed to answer 
to the scripture notion of the smell of Christ's garments 
^m the ivory palaces, and all the powders of the mer- 
chant) they would swoon aAvay sometimes three or four 
times in a day, recover, rise, and dance round with such 
nneaFnate and elevated springs, as might render it 
doubtful to the spectator, whether they properly be- 
longed to the gross inhabitants of this globe, or to some 
other family of beings. 

Besides these singular transports, they had another 
species of visionmore universal, in which the sun, moon, 
stars, mountains, rivers, plains, vegitables, animals, and 
a thousand particular things and circumstances in na- 
ture, were used as emblems of things in the spiiitual 
world, or kingdom of Christ. One has a night vision of 
two suns, another of three moons, another, wide awake 
sees a great platform of blight stars in the noon-day 
hemisphere. From these they descend to apparitions 
<5f strange things upon earth; (See the Raleigh Rtg-ister 
of last September, concerning the multitude of Celestial 
Beings seen on the Chimney mountain, hovering round 
a great rock.) One discovers a certain spot of ground 
illu)ninated all over with the brightness of burning fire^ 
and thousands of human creatures flocking into it from 
all quarters, and instantly purified from all the effects 
of a gross and fleshly nature. Another sees the air 
crouded with biixis of prey, commissioned to devour the 
fiesh of every dead beast. Another sees a road marked 
out in the color of bright light, a thousand miles long, 
and stands with his visive faculties intensely fixed upon 
it, until he discovers certain persons coming foith with 
good news from afkr. Some in their visions were em>- 
ployed in crossing rivers, climbing mountains, finding 
treasures, fighting serpents, or more delightfully em-, 
ployed in eating the ft'uits of the tree of life, bathing 
in clear water, casting off old garments and putting^ 
4jn new. 
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- In a word, all nature seemed to be impregnated with 
a new and spiritual quality, which rendered every ob- 
ject and every transaction presented to the mind, wheth 
er sleeping or waking, susceptible of some significa- 
tion which respected the then present work. 

These short sketches may serve to recognize the 
astonishing raptures in which the Schismatics were car- 
ried along in full expectation of the kingdom of Christy 
but such was the unremitted flow of that spirit, which 
transmuted every thing into a different appearance, that 
were it supposable that disembodied spirits could enter 
living men and women, it might be thought that every 
visionary, recorded either in sacred or profane history, 
had rendevouzed in the Schiamatics^ and borrowed their 
active powers to revise their endless train of types and 
figures. At least it was, no doubt with the greatest 
propriety, that these singular people appropriated to 
their day, the full and perfect accomplishment of the 
following prophecy of Joel. I ivill fiour out my spirit 
ufion all Jiesh^ and your sons and your daughters shall 
/iro/ihesy^ and your young men shall see visions^ and your 
old men shall drca?n dreatns^^and I will sheiv wonders in 
heaven abov&y and signs in the earth beneath^ blood and Jire 
and vafiours of smoke. And to put it beyond all dispute 
that the work among the Sc/dsmatics^ was that alluded to 
by the prophet, they generally supposed the extraordi- 
nary shower of blood fell out in the summer of 1804, 
about seven miles from Turtle-Creek meeting-house, tra- 
ces of which are preserved unto this day. Not that they 
considered the spirit of prophecy, their dreams and vi- 
sions and other signs, as having any thing in them to be 
depended upon for salvation. But as the merchant hangs 
out signals about his door, to direct the people where to 
come for merchandize ; so were the prophesier, the 
dreamer, the visionist, the sweet singer, and fragrant 
dancer, hung out to the view of the world, to shew 
where God was about to open his everlasting kingdom 
of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.' — 
This kingdom was what the Schismatics were peculiarly 
bent for, and short of this they determmed ^lever to 
8top. About the latter end of the year 1804, there 
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Were regular societies- of these people in the state of 
Ohio: at Turtle -Creek, Eagle-Creek, Spring^eld^ 
Orangedale, Salem, Beaver-Creek, Cl«ar-Creek, &c.. 
And in Kentucky ; at Cabbin-Creek, Flemingsbui gh^ 
Concord. Caneridge, Indian-Creek, Bethel, Paint-lick, 
Shawny-run, Sec. besides an innumerable multitude 
dispersed among the people in Tennessee, N. Carolina^ 
Virginia, and tlie western parts of Pennsylvania, who 
were exercised more or less with the same spirit. Pray- 
ing, shouting, jerking, barking, or roiling ; dreaming, 
pbrophesying, and looking as through a glass, at the in* 
finite glories of mount Zion, just about to break open 
upon the world. At least those who were foremost in 
the acMsm^ expected beyond a doubt, that another sum- 
mer would not roll by with any degree of the light, 
gifts and power p£ God, short of that which bringeth 
foil nnd complete salvation from all sin. And in this ex- 
pectation, (besides the common exercises of shaking^ 
hands and pledging themselves to each other by every? 
thing sacred, that they would persevere in the sin killing 
work unto the full feast of the lamb,) they practised 
a mode of prayer which was as singular, as the situation- 
kk which they stood, and the faith by which they were 
actuated. According to their proper name of distinc- 
tion they stood $efiarate and divided^ each one for one ; 
and in this capacity, they offered up each their separate 
cries to God in one united harmony of sound, by which 
the doubtful footsteps of those who where in search of 
|he meeting, might bedirected sometimes to the distance 
of miles.' Whatever this portentous concert might have 
addressed to God in the inner man, a sensible spectator 
with the slightest attention might have gathercd the gen- 
eral import of their univocal prayer, from such lan- 
guage as the following: — ^' Lord God, Almighty I 
** Thou hast promised unto us eternal life, and this life 
" is in thy Son. Thou art no respecter of persons, Glo- 
«* ry to thy name, we believe it is thy will that all should 
*' be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. We 
" venture upon thy promise, and rou our souls upon thy 
** truth and faithfulness, as the rock of eternal ages. Thou 
♦^ has invite^ us to come to the waters, without money 
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** and without price. We take thee at thy wocd. Heav*- . 
" en's King, thou knowest that we are tliirsty. We have 
" long wandered in the dry sandy desart of sin ; but glo^ 
*' ry to God, we believe there is an evertasting fountain 
" opened, and our souls have already began to taste the 
" blessed waters. But Lord, we are not satisfied. We 
*' want the fulness ; and we believe thou hast given us 
" the foretaste, not to disappoint us j but to encourage us 
" to press on to the overflowing fountain : and short of 
" that we mean not to stop. We want to bathe in the 
•' ocean of Redeeming love, and wash away the last, and 
" least i^emaiiis of a fallen nature. Jesus, Master, we 
" want to be like thee ; holy, as thou art holy-^With- 
** out spot and blameless. Come, Lord, and finish thy 
" work ! Cut it short in righteousness. We doubt not, 
" it is thy will, even our sanctification. Thy perfect will 
" is all w^e want to know. O send by whom thou wilt 
" send. Work by means of tliine own chusing ; pnly 
** supplant, root out, consume and destroy the man of sin, 
*' the son of perdition, and set our souls at perfect liberty 
^^ from his iron bondage. Jesus, Lord, inscribe thy char^ 
*< acter on our every faculty. Make our bodies the fit 
" temples of the Ifoly Ghost. Diffuse thy nature thro* 
" all our active powers ; and^et every member be mio* 
^ ved and actuated by the impulse divine. ******* 

Could language be invented more expressive of th« 
near approach of the day of real, positive, and full re- 
demption ? It therefore remains to give some account 
of those important realities, to which the foregoing 
signs and wonders pointed, and for the entrance upon 
which, they served as a preparation. 

" Shout, Christiana shout, the Lord is come / 
" Prefiare, prepare to make him room I 
** On earth he reigns, we feel him near^ 
" The signs of glory now appear.** 

I shall close tliis part of the history with a hymn com- 
posed on this preparatory work; though not originally 
Wtended for publication. 
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" — John the Baptist — 

* ne least in the kingdom of heaven ia greater than he.^ 

PART FIRST. 

THE tventy-first of the third month, in eighteen hundred one» 
The word of God came unto me, that word which came co John—* 
•• My gospel is preparing for this benighted land, 
'^ Go and proclaim the tidings, my kingdom is at hand. 

•• Those souls that want Salvation, their groanings I havd 

heard, 
" Bat ere they g^n receive it, the way must beprepar'd. 
" In the ditn rays of star-light, a work must first be done^ 
*' Before their tender eyes can endure the rising sun. 

** Repent and be baptized, must be your solemn call, 

" The tidings of salvation must be proclainn'd to all. 

*• He that believes my messenger commission'd from above» 

" That soul shall be baptized with my refreshing love. 

•' When persecutions rise, from the advocates of sin, 
** Your pliant soul must yield, like a reed before the wind. 
••■ You may be greatly shaken, but never yield to fear, 
" Before the scene is ended, my kingdom shall appear." 

This blessed word like fire, ran thro' my mortal clay ; 
The former earth and heaven scem'd all to pass away : 
^nd while the kingdom opened in visions most sublime. 
My spirit was transpoi^ed beyond the bounds of time. 

Awaking from this rapture, salvation was ray theme» 
The multitude supposing I only told a dream ; 
ffut some at length believed the living tru»h of God, 
And flaming with the !»pirit, they spread it all abroad. 

Soon as the fountain cpen'd for souls to be baptiz'd. 
The land was in commotion, the people all surprised ; 
In thousands they resorted unto this living pool. 
And as they felt its virtue, each acted like a fool. 

Wiih joyful tears a-flowing, mix*d with a solemn laugh. 
They cry, "the day*s approaching when God will burn the chaff!** 
In th?- blest anticipation, to threshing they begin, 
To make a separation between the soul and sin. 

"With pray'r and exhortation, ihey make the forests roar. 
And such loud strains of shouting were never heard before. 
The stupid antichristians, were struck both blind and dumb. 
With such loud sappUcations — lobs let thy kikooom come 7 
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**fhe wicked persecutors, who dar'd the truth gftin»ay> 
Beneath the hand of justice, their breathless bodies lay) 
Triumphant roond their corpses, the joyful concerts sing^^ 
** Hosanna to our Jesus, we. know he will be king !** 

The kingdom was proclaimed in loud prophetic strains, 
"iThe joyful news received, with ten thousand loud amens ! 
With mighty signs and wonders, the work did Still increase, 
To shew the blevsed kingdom was righteousness and^EACE. 



PART SECOND. ^ 

tlvt. preachers fonn'd a body, in eighteen hundred three. 
From antichcist's false systems to set the people free ^ 
His doctrine and his worship in pieces they did tear- 
But ere the scene was ended these men became a snare. 

• 

As witnf sses for Jesus, they Iabor*d night and day. 
To convince the blinded Pharisees that Christ was on his way"; 
But souls bound for the kingdom, did strangely turn a«ide. 
And for a Utile season took these to be their guide. 

The word of God came unto them in eighteen hundred four—. 
*• Your work is now completed ; you're called to do no more.-^ 
" My kingdom soon must enter, I cannot- long delay ; 
•* And in your present order, you're standing in my way." 

'These preachers taok the warning, and all with one-accord* 
Agreed such in^itutions must fall before the Lord ; 
And wisely they consented to take their righteous doom. 
To die and be dissolved, to make the Saviour room. 

In their last wili* and testament they publish'd a decree. 
For *Christian8 in Ohio, Ken tuck and Tennessee, 
To meet the next October, and swell the solemn prayer— 
•' Thy kingdom come, Lord Jesus, thy kingdom.enter here !** 

The meeting was observed, the solemn prayer was made ; 
We waited for an answer, which was not long delayed; 
The precious seed of Canaan, long growing in the east. 
Was planted in Ohio, ere the next April feast. 

The long expected kingdom at length began to spring. 
Which to many has appeared -a strange mysterious thing j 
But we'll trace it thro* that summer, the hottest scene of all. 
And try to find its fruit in the next ensuing Fall. 

• Tie expectants ofCbritt, 



BRIEF MCOUJ^ 

OF THE ENTRANCE AND FALOGRESS OF WHAT 

THE WORLD CALL 

SHAKERISM, 

AMONG THE SUBJECTS. OF THE LATE REVIVAL 
f» (iMit)K^'D KENTUCKY. 



TW^ ftewhtuiteth against tht ^vrit^ and the sfiirita" 
^iiut theflcMh ; and these ure contrary the one to 
the other : so diat every person according to that prin- 
-cqilt by which he is governed, whether flesh or spirit, 
wiil conoeive, judge of, and denominate things around 
hi«i. And hence what is food and medicine to one 
nsan, may. be poison rto another ; What one calls truth, 
another caMs errcfr ; ~ what is the work of God to one, 
appeard the work of the devil to another ; and even 
the heaven of one, may be anotber^s hell. Thus ^he 
sittRC tiling is often distinguished by names directly o])- 
posite according^ to the sense of different perfeons. He 
who wa» csdled the Son df God by somc> was denomina- 
ted by others, prince of the devils. And thus what one 
calls Shakerism^ another calh the testimony of Jeeus 
Christ ; and a shaker in the language of some, is by oth- 
ers called a true believer^ a child of God, afollowr oftlve 
lamb. And what is still a gteat^r contradiction, that 
which is called a work of redetnption by some,- others 
distinguish as a "vTork of the deepest delusion. 

From this diversity in the ^ense and language of man* 
kind, it will be necessary to treat of this new religion* 

♦ I call it.«rt» relfghn becaose. that term i^ reatdily appropria. 
Ted b^ all, and cs]>ecially as thosf who are in possession of ir^ 
consiiicr it a NE\y' creation, tile nsw akb livimg way. 
If klcK raikcs allth'in^s^new that como into it. 

G 
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in a two&ld order. 1 . According to the real sens^f 
and understanding of those, who have embraced it. And 
d. A« it is addressed to the external senses of mankind 
in general. 

In each part of the history* impartiality requires thai 
I use the names of distinction and modes of expression 
peculiar to each. Accordingly I shall proceed in the 
£rftt place, to give a brief account of the entrance and 
progress of the teaiimony ofJesuB ChrUt^ among the sub* 
Jects of the late revival in Kentucky and Ohio. 

Great expectations had been formed by the subjects 
of the revival, of something very great to take place in 
the summer of 1805. In which God would especially 
answer their ten thousand prayers, in delivering them 
from sin and opening the way into the holiest of all. Pur- 
suant to which, the same spirit that had convinced them * 
of sin, inspired them to pray, aiid confidently look for 
deliverance from it, and stirred up such warm expecta-' 
tationsof its near approach^ I say that same spirit on the 
first day of the first month, in the s«lf same year, dis* 
patched three men, viz. John Meacham, Benjamin S^ 
Youngs, and Issachar Bates, from the Church at NeW'' 
Lebanon, town of Canaan, in the state of New-Yorky 
with the testimony of Jesus Christ, and 2a living wUncEa^ 
C9 of God to open and e<mfirm to the people, that way^ 
and only Way out of sin, that complete salvation which 
they themselves had found, andtliat everlasting life and 
glory, of which the Church in that place were in pos- 
session* They arrived in Kentucky about the first of 
Marchf tarried a few days at Paint-dick, where they 
were kindiy entertained ; from thence they journeyed to 
Caneiidge and spenta fewdays.amongthe subjects of the 
revival in that place, among whorh they were universally 
treated with unfe igned respect. From thence they pas- 
sed over into Ohio, and paid their first visit to Spring-* 
field, hut without exercising any particular labors in any 
of those places ; they prosecuted their journey until 
they arrived at Turtle-Creek, near Lebanon, on the 22d 
of the same month. They came firstto Malcham Wor« 
ley's and tarried over night, and the next morning they 
oome to wy houses which was the first means by whici^ 



75 

ITtnew that a church or peojfle by such a name or de- 
scription existed upon earth. We spent the remain- 
' der of the day principally in conversation on the most 
interesting points in religion, and ftx)m all the evidence 
I could collect, I judged tliem to be men of honest 
principles, singular piety, and a deep understanding in 
the things of God, and as such \ determined to treat 
them so long as their deportment was correJipondcnt.— * 
Some of their conversation I could not so well under- 
stand^ a number of things appeared new, but consid- 
ering the copious field of truth too extensive for my 
comprehension, I was rather disposed to hear and learn 
more of God, than to^ shut out every thing that was not 
included in my littje sphere of knowledge. The next 
day was the Sabbath, and as they desired to know 
whether the rules of our meeting would admit them to 
Bpeak in public, provided they had a feeling so to do, I 
answered I knew of nothing to hinder. I was sensible the 
spirit of the revival, as well as that of our wholesome 
government, imposed no restriction on any man from, 
testifying his faith, nor bpund the conscience of any 
from hearing whoever they chose. And upon thig 
principle^ the door was fully opened for Ihem to make 
any labours at Turtle-Creek, either in public or private 
to which they conceived they were commissioned: Ac- 
cordingly, Issacharand Benjamin attended the meeti;ig 
and opened the testimony of Jesus to the congregation, 
which niight all be summed up in this one saying, name- 
ly. If any man will come after me^ let him deny himself and 
take up, his cross^ and /ollovf me. For whosoever will 
eave hia life shall loae it / and whosoever will lose his Uft 
for my sake shall find it. 

From their own feelings, as well as in behalf of the 
Church from whence they came, they expressed gixjat 
nnion with the work of God that had been for years 
past among the people, convicting them of their sins 
and pointing out by words, signs and particular sensa- 
tions, the way and nr ethod of salvation ; but they fur- 
ther testified that the time was now come for them to 
enter into actual possession of that salvation, of' which 
.|he)r bad received the propiise-— That the way to attain 
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the wpiid, Hie flesh and all evil in oujp knowledge, 
.^id following Christ, walking as he wjdkp^, "a^.d be- 
ing in all things conformed to h^n, as oiir patter^ 
and head. Particularly according to St. Paul, jb^cs^r^-- 
.in§ dead with Christ to the rudiments of the world 
— d^^ng unto sin once — rising with him to a new, spi- 
ritual, Hiid holy life, and ascending st^p by step in a spirji.- 
nal tr^rel, and sepai-atii?g farther and ferther from thi^ 
.course of a corrupt and rallen nature, until we, arrive ^t 
thje perfect stature and inea3Ui*c of the sons of G04. 
That the first step i^ this saving work, was to confess 
all Qur sins, and when we confessed theivi, forsafce.thei^ 
forever. And wherein WQ had*ijjijur.ed an.4 defrauded 
any one. to make resdtution ; in so daing we should 
^find mercy ; and beiDg fuithful, should receive th^ 
^measure of the holy spirit, which would b^an overco^* 
jng power, not only sufiiciet^t to Iceep us outQf^acti^<« 
al sin and defilement, but to cleanse aixd purify b^otJa 
aaul and body from the very naiii^e ojf evil, TJiese 
thirig^ tliey aeliyered, not as matters oi naefe special*^, 
tion, buj as things that had for many years beeu redu^ 
ced to practice, and established by the living experi^nc;^ 
,of hupdreds inthe .d^urch of Christ, to be the waylan^ 
^onjy way of God ; th& one door of hop^ for. a lost sp.^|, 
.and the sure entiwice into the righ^e^us, pe^cefyl ^»^. 
holy kingdom of GqA\ dear Sw. They did not p^-^ 
tend to direct other^j a w^ which they thenm^lyes h^ 
not tr^ivelled, but testified that with these plain -terms 
of the gospel, they had copoyplied ; and the »,ujb&tanjC^ 
of the prpmise. they had received, agd could say witlir 
out boasting or dissembling, that they had received tliijt 
avercoming power, whichkept them &ultless be^jpje the 
throne of God, even in the presence of his gl9ry. An^ 
. moreover that it wa^ a matter that greatly cojacer^ie^ 
us. That as Christ had now made his second and laiit 
appearance, fo^ a final settlement with every soul of 
man, and as God had wwijight ^o great a work among 
us, in waking up, .enlightening and preparing u^to 
inake a final choice ; and by a special gift of his spirit, 
b^d sent us his ev^vMsting testij^i9.py 9f .^ruth, is^ w%H 
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loiieFvery )5ftutiou§ how^we tre^vtd it. For such as wfert 
iiiuHun^ted m (kegteat and marTelloiis light of the revi* 
ysd) to s^e the evil nature of sin, and stirred up to seek 
the-^wajr outof it, aiidhad the last and oi^y way of God 
opi&ned to ^b^nky if the^ should reject it* their case must 
be deploraMe. That althcMiigh th^ lig^disd power of th« 
spifit might hdve been agdin and again restjdred to such 
as fell into sin, while they had nut the proper means of 
keeping out of it, yet when those means were ofiTered^ 
should they be rejected, there remained no more pro- 
tection for such a soul ; but they mu$t lose the salutary 
effects of theii" former light, ^nd fall under the power 
of the wicked jotie. And upon this principle, that the 
subjects of the revival must either etnbrace the present 
call of God, and ip obedience thereto, take up their 
cross and foll6w Christ, or gradually lose the extraor-j 
^linaiy effusions of the spirit they had been under, and 
leaven back into a more corrupt and deplorable stat^ 
dian ever. ' 

If a historian cannot be disinterested zAd unbiassed, 
it is necessary that he be honest ; and therefore I ac- 
knowledge that nothing ever presented- itself to me> 
that so powerfully interested my feelings as the above 
testimony. And although I was not wholly. unbiassed, I 
can say with infinite px'qprietyj I was far from being 
biassed- in its favor.. A thousand objects presented 
themselves to biass me against it. But its intrinsic 
w:eight — ^the importance of the work that was past — ^the 
salvation of thousands that hung upon the point of its 
terniination — and that of my own soul with the restj 
balanced the weighty demands, of the three insatiable 
idols of time,.* and held me at least, upon an equilibri- 
um for several weeks, so that without prepossession op 
predetermination, I could candidly investigate the sub- 
ject, ready to go vnth the weight of evidence, whcre- 
ever it shovild preponderate. During this interval, my 
searches and researches into the scriptures:— their his- 
tory, precepts, pi*omises and prophecics-^the signs of 
the times — my own past experience in religion for fif- 
teen y^gu^s— the nature of tlie past extraordinary WQrk> 
-*• S€€ 1 Jbha ii» 16. 
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Mini the pmem state af th« subjects of it, with all the 
irestof Christianity's professor^^with the many ques^ 
tions and answers that passed in conversation-^weFe 
they all written, would swell into a lai*g;e Toluaie.*^ 
And in this kind <^ exercise I was not alone. Th0 
general agitaticm may be in some measure conceived o^ 
from the fbllowmg letter, dated Caneridge, April, 3^ 
1«05. 

" Mf dear brother Richard^ 

" I never longed to see any person so much — ^If 1 
^ was not confined in this clay tabernacle, I should be in 
^ your embraces in less than an hour. The floods of 
^ earth and hell are let loose against us, but me in par^ 
^ ticular. I am seriously threatened with imprisonment,. 
^ and stripes I expect to receive for the testimony of 
•• Jesus.— -Kentucky is turning upside down — The truth 
^ pervades in spite of man-^Cumberland is sharing th^ 
<* same fate. The yoimg preachers, some of them, will 
*^ preach Jesus without the covering put on him by the 
" fathei*s— The scribes, the disputers of this world, ar*. 
^' gnashing upon us — ^Brother Matthew Houston has. 
*' clean escaped the pollutions of this world— -and he and 
^ his people are going on to perfect holiness in the fear 
'*• of God— A few more will soon follow—Come over 
** and help us is the cry made to us from every part.— ^ 
^ Brother Purviance is gone to Carolina to preach the 
** gospel thereby the request of some there. In a few 

* weeks I start to fulfil a long daily string of appoint-^ 

* ments to Cumberland— by request I go— I have ap-^ 
^ pointed two commupions among many Christians on 
** the heads of Little and Big Barrens.-ljBrother Doo*^ 
" ley is among the Cherpkees again— His last rout there 
^* was successful — some poor Indians received the gos-^ 
u pel — ^He was solicited to return— -He is truly an Apos-' 
^ tie of the Gentiles— 4Qme few are getting religion 
*^ amongst us. 

" The churches thus, quid dicam ? Nescio": What 
** s/iall 1 9€ty 7 I know not : my heart grieves ttfithin me, 
^ Certain men from afar vshom you knovfj inject terror and 
^ doubt into many ; and now religion be^ns to lament ti? 

Mr du9t among ««, Som^ a« 1 9upfiQ99'VnU ca9t amy 
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^ the ordinances afBa/Uiam^ the Lord's Buftfter^ Ufr, hut 
<• not many as yet. Most dear Brother^ inform me v>hat 
^ ymi thmk of these men among us and you, /rom a dii-^ 
« t€au regioiU'^lTtank God he gave me his word,* Let- 
^ ters shew Uie substance and Mtfa eats it. We ail 
** want to meet with you shortly : but by reason of my 
f^ absence to Cumberland*— Brother Purviance to N. 
" Carolina— Brother Houston in Madison, we cannot 
^ tneet on Turtle-Creek. Nor sooner than third Sab- 
*^ bath June, and that in Kentucky. Brothers Marshal 
** and Houston parted from us yesterday. We admin* 
** istered the Lord's Supper at Caneridge the day bc- 
" fore-— Many communicants— much exercise. I am 
" pushed for time to write to you. We have five stu- 
*^ dents of the Bible, all but one know the languages—* 
** full of faith and of the Holy Ghost — just ready tQ 
** preach. They all fled from the Presbyterians, to their 
*^ grief, pain and hurt. Brother Stockwcll exceeds ex« 
^< pectation, and is beloved and useful. Our Apology 
" is yet living and working, and tearing down Babylon 
^ in Virginia. It was re-printed there to the great in* 
^ jury of Presbyterianism. It is also re-printed in 
" Georgia. We are just publishing a short tract on 
<* Atonement — ^I will send you one soon. Tliis truth has 
" unhinged the brazen gates already— I am hurried— 
^ pray for me— ^&rewell, 

« B, W. STONE. 
" By friend Bates:^ 

Great prospects were presented according to th<» 
above letter, on the part of the revival ; the truth per- 
vading and turning the whole country upside down. 
The Macedonian cry sounding from every part. The 
apology and tract on atonement, tearing down Babylon^ 
or unhmging her brazen gates — some full of the Holy 
Ghost, just ready to preach — ^and one among them all 
who had clean escaped the pollutions of the world, and 
was going on to perfect holiness. But all this appeared 
unspeakably short of the glad tidings brought by the 
brethren from New-Lebanon, provided that what they 
testified concerning the church was true. It was wcU 

* This Italic y^tA origiBaily m lathu • 
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mA for such as - ^w^re api)^te.d to the work, to tear 
heir doam and i»ih»»g[9 the ba?«i&eii gates ; hut scnii^thins 
befond" this mu$i h(^ taken intfk the aeeoun^. We have 
neiwpt^of a Zin^ and 'whiil if her fcMfidation^ ape alrotH 
d]r laid^ May it he that Qed h^ seitCdowB the new Je^ 
rusalesn. for the refuge:ol' souls, he^e he begai^ to leai^ 
down the - old buildiiigs i 

. The Lebimco) Brethren paid thetir €rst visitrt^ iBf pih^ 
er M. H* Perhaps he Im belieriBdMd t^eh up |us 
csQSS. How else can he bare e6c;^)e4 thi» pqllUtioDs of 
the world ? Thay havd also beeti;wilh Brether.Sto^e^ 
and -opened: the tejitimo»f there in part r pei;Jiap9 ho 
has taken hold of it, and measft to make a fmal {msh foi^ 
the kingdom through- stripes aiid impiisonsnent. Of 
have these students of the Bihie iearmd ^ a{>|>nopriat& 
scripture phrasers to fal% and 'mhfiotp oli^ents.— •Brother 
S. and others may^have roceived.thiB n$m^i ffvly QhosP 
out of the Bible> but the thing mualieertainif dwell 
in the church. And admittii^ ^ey are blaxiillgi fiaU'of 
the spirit, burning and shining ^hts^ this goes fio furlcher 
than John the Baptist, it is hst short of the kingdom of 
€vod. Those bretlircn fi^m the east teU us that their 
people have got the ki]igdoin'*-rthat they have attained 1% 
by taking up the cro8s> and doing the works of Christy 
and overcomin]^ sin by faithful and diligent eombat^-^ 
that they are of God, and *do not'commit sin ; but walk 
even as Christ walked, and are righteous eVen as ' he 
is righteous.* And moreover that he that committ^th 
sin, whatever his profession or gifts may be, he is yet 
of the devil. These things inject terror and doubt into 
many . John was full of the Holy Ghost, and for his testi* 
mony concerning Jesus, he was actually cast into prison^ 
foil of terror and dpubt, whether this was he that should 
eome or whether he should look for some other. 

In fine^ I could see nothing in ttie past work as a 
foundation to build upon. . And what, these strange 
brethren testified, appeared plain scriptural truth, and 
presented a way entirely safe for those who were able to 
receive it, and whether they were the people ot i^Qt> 

* See 1 Johii| iU ^. aAdiUnf^ 



H 

yfbo h94 aojbually attained this salvatic^, it .i^as y&^em.-^ 
dej^t they were far before us in ligjit and understand^ 
ihg concerning the way ; and it was ^o doubt jLhe will of 
God, that those who desired to be saved should walk. }fi 
it. Thus in the midst of reasonings, doubtful dispuJt^-^ 
tions. and close ^examinations, the testimony \vq& inve&ti* 
gated at Turtle-Creek publicly and from house to house 
until it obtained the full credit of a number who 1^ 
been le^^g cha^^cter^ in the revival. 

Maic]^a^i Worley was tlie £rst who embraced jX,jQpei)-« 
ed his mhidiand tooik up his cro^. - With this I confess I 
W^sat first staggered, i&*om a de^i^ rooted prejudix:e th^ 
Xhad imbibed against some of his pecuUar sentiipents ; 
b)^t finali]^ concluded th^tif Malcham had been more 
yrild in lus foxTuer exercises tlian the rest, he certainly 
ne,e4ed salvation tk^ mor^ ; besides it appeared tha^t 
^ .Qonflicts with t^e man of sjbo^, the son of perditioii (as 
he iexpress^d U) myst shortly have termiiiated his exis^ 
tcnceiipon earth,* hadnot Ins expected deliverer com^ 
Q}}t of Zion to turn away ungodliness fro^ Jacob. But 
|!.yrasnot a little surprised, t^at these strange brethrfin 
s]^o^ld come directly there, and he receive them with 
,St\L^.co^dia^ity, when I was well' assured tliat nopre- 
Tjious acqui^tanpe had existed between them. This^ 
y^ih Tomy Ptber «ii^i4,^r circumstances that occurred, 
r^^raii^d no^ fx*ogi attempting to judge the mysterious 
w^lf of G,o4's spirit^ but ri^ther labpr to get a deeper 
a^ niof*e pvfi^cal> ^cqvi9i,Qjtanc^ with it. Sojcm aftef' 

* Jx was oeces^^ry thai a .work vi^btcb promised redemption 
f^o;n$iTi^ sljould include a jierfect revelation of tUe whole root 
and foundation of it. And as the subject of this revelation, 
God rnade chotee of 'Malcham Worley; who, notwithstand- 
ing lie was a man of unspoaed character, of an independent 
f^rfuji^e, ai^d a rib«ral.eduiCiMtionj yet, neither his learning, his 
est^e, nor lusgQodnai)ae» could l^ve saved him from total dis- 
traction, and the >yildest convulsions of desp^r, when he came 
to behold in the open light of divine revelation, the whole depth 
of human depravit/. Nothing but the miraculous power of 
God, could have supported him through such a scene, and kept 
him alive in the fjbj&erfui h&pe of delwerance»* amidst the violent 
conBictj^ o^ jui inbre4x^9^f||U|^l]|&4^||ty^r4:ri^ of bU«d.«^4 
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Malcliam set out in the narrow way, he was followed 
by a number, so that within three or four weeks from 
the first opening of the testimony, it had pervaded ten 
or twelve families. And from that period contiMued 
gradually to increase, so that at Turtle-Creek the num- 
ber of families which now stand in the faith of Christ's 
second appearance, may be stated between thirty and ^ 
Ibrty. 

I shall now consider the entrance and progress of the 
testimony more particularly, aS it respects the indi\iduai' 
who receives it. The first point of faith in relation to 
the testimony, is to believe that he who bears it is a 
true messenger and witness of Christ, in whom the 
spirit of truth continually abides ; and that whatever in- 
struction, reproof or coimsel is ministered by such, it 
comes from Christ, who speaketh in him. Therefore 
all who are taught in this manner are strictly and prop- 
erly taught of Godj and in obeying what they are taught 
they yield obedience to Christ. 

Upon this ground the believer has to make a final set- 
dement with an old systematic idea, that the spirit of God 
speaketh invariably in the scriptures. Upon an impar-* 
tial examination he finds that all the contradictory spir^ 
its among the professors of Christianity, speak in the 
scriptures, and even the devil himself can speak in th^ 
scriptures ; so that the scriptures are as liable to b6 
spoken by an evil spirit as the good. It then remains 
to follow that spirit which goes contrary to sin,'and man- 
ifests its purity by its fruit, according to the scriptures, 
and the inward test of conscience. This is the spirit of 
Christ, and it ^ets them immediately to work to do the 
righteous will of God. And first of all to confess be- 
fore God what they have done contrary to his will and 
the light of their own conscience. In this work, the 
honest believer might as well try to cover or conceal 
the most chafing mote in his eye, as try to hide or con- 
ceal any thing which be has committed, contrary to the 
pure doctrine of the scriptures, and the holy example of 
Jesus Christ, of which h« stands convicted by the witr 
uess of the spirit in his own conscience. And here he 
b^ to combat the spirits of wicked men^ who pretend 



\o speak in the scriptures, and say that it is idolatry 16 
confess sin in the presence of man — and that God is 
to be found any where, i^ the fields, on the hills or un«« 
del* the green trees, and there we ought to make our 
confession in secret. But by following the spirit of 
truth, he overcomes this wild pagan error, and discov- 
ers, that according to the scriptures, God never accepted 
a confession of sin, y^hich was not either made to those 
i^hom he had set in order in Uie church, or at least with 
the face toward that temple which was typical of his 
lust habitation, viz. man. But the greatest evidence 
Ihe true Believer receives, of this being tlie order and 
institution of heaven, is the divine light which he re- 
ceives in consequence . Light by which sin appears more 
than ever hateful, and by which he is inspired with a 
growing zeal to roll out of his heart and practice th« 
last remains of if; and lastily by which he discovers with 
ii^reasing brightness the succeeding footsteps of true 
gospel obedience. To the sense of those who in the 
Mth of Christ, have cleared their conscience from 
the deep rooted stains of sin, and received his spir-» 
it as their ruling principle of life, sin is so exceeding 
sinful, so hateful and pernicious that I am bold to say 
they cannot commit it.* But he that is begotten with 
the divine nature of the Son of God, keepeth himself in 
the element and works of that nature ; so that he can 
no more commit sin than a fish Can fly through the air, 
or an eagle dive to the bottom of the sea. But that abi- ' 
ding fervor and power of spirit which overcomes every 
inotion of evil, belongs not to the entrance of the testi- 
mony, but a degree of progress in it. And this degree 
all must attain who come into it, or fall off as wither- 
ed brancTies, for there remains no more room for ei- 
ther imputing their sins to Christ, or to a deceitful 
heart, or any thing else by which they can be excused ; 
but the soul that sinneth must bear its own iniquity, and 
bum under it without any mitigation or covering. 

With an inward sense of the power, protection and 

presence of God, the Believer travels out of the use o^ 

shadow^s and signs, ceremonies and fonns of worship, to 

I'l'iiich he might have been strongly bigotted while ia 

* See 1 John iii. 9. and v. 18. 
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^on^j^e TQiicfer' the law. There is no iiibre occasibn tot 
calling upon fcod afar off, when he has takeii possession 
of his body and lives and walksm him, nor of calling 
to his meniory a departed Saviour, by signs and shadows 
of his dying love, when the only Saviour tliat ever re- 
■deemed a lost soul, is formed and living in him, and ex- 
ecuting every branch of his office. Water applied to 
the body appears a beggarly element, compared with the 
baptism of the spirit. And as one baptism is sufficient 
to purify the conscience, he takes that and travels away 
from the superfluous shadow. Bodily exercises, dreams, 
visions and ecstacies, which had but a momentary- effiect 
on the blind and obdurate heait, and furnished at best, 
but a fleeting ]oy, gradually give place to the sun of 
righteousness, that shines continually the same, without 
cloud or eclipse. Hence in the progressive work of the 
testimony, a blesssd reality, an enduring ahtetype is 
wrought in the Believer, which fully answers to all that 
he could possibly have conceived of, while #Ionging| 
praying jand hoping for the kingdom to come. As Be*- 
lievers become more and more leavened into the nature 
of Christ, they discover with increasing accuracy, the la-* 
tent corruptions Of a fleshly nature, and the secret wiles 
of Satan in injecting his poison into tlie heart. And 
as they discover, so by the cross they overcome and 
gaui an increasing victory over that which is death to 
the soul,by dying to it — ^the spirit of the testimony runs 
through all the Believer's deportment, in public, in pri- 
vate and in secret, so that in no circUmstajice is he re- 
leased from the work of self denial, or at liberty to de- 
file his conscience with any act of injustice or unclean-^ 
ness, contrary to the spirit of the divine law, or the na- 
ture of the Son of God who first fulfilled it. To the un- 
clean lust of the flesh, in which the sinful selfish nature 
of man is formed, the followers of Christ stand in a pe- 
culiar manner opposed, and count it their distinguishing 
privilege to preserve their bodies in sanctification and 
honor. Iit the death of that in which all men by na- 
ture are held, they find deliverance from every branch 
of evil; nuchas pride, covetousness, anger, hatred, &€• 
so that by crucifying the flesh, its affections an4 lusts 
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either of course, and they grow into a peaceable, gen, 
tie, kind and loving spirit, in which they can live to- 
gether from one year's end to ittiother, without feeling 
a hard thought, much less expressing a hard word one 
agsdnst another. And in such a spirit and deportment 
as cements them together in one fellow feeling, and 
promotes the peace, purity and happiness of the wholei 
the progress of the testimony mainly consists. 

Moreover all who receive the testimony in the spirit 
of it, are taught thereby to be diligent and faithful in 
things temporal as well as spiritual, and to serve God 
with body and substance, as well as with their spirits. 
Hence the testimony has a pi'oportionate progress in the 
frugality and honest industry of Believers, whereby they 
lay up in store a good foundation, not for their own 
pleasure and aggrandizement, but for the honor of God, 
and the relief and succour of him that needeth. 

By faith in the testimony, and the influence of that spirit 
which accompanies it, without any other stimulus, Believ- 
ers at Turtle-Creek began with confessing their sins, for- 
saking them and taking up their cross, and by the same 
faith and spirit, they came together on the 23d of the 
fifth month, received one common gift, united in one 
common worship, and without murmuring or caviling, 
have continued in it, increasing in love and union, peace, 
joy and harmony and every goo4 word and work, un- 
to the present day ; and by this, I am emboldened to t^ 
tify that the kingdom so much prayed for, is come ac- 
cording to the promise of God, and the order which 
divine wisdom laid out ; and the saints have begun to 
possess that enduring substance, which prophets and 
kings desired to see and died without the sight. 

The same faith produced by the preparatory work 
of God, began also to break out at Eagle -Creek, some- 
time in the sixth month ; which gave occasion to the 
testimony being opened there. — A few at first embraced 
it with full purpose of soul, as the only way of God. — 
In tlie month following brother Dunlavy stepped intp 
the ignominious path and began to preach the faith, 
which for a time he had laboured to destroy ; and 
from thence fonvardthe same work, worship, an4 spir- 
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itual travel, went forward tliere as at Turtie-Cneefc^ airf 
exists at present in twenty or thirty families in tke bounds 
of the meeting. Through the faith and ^>eciaMight of 
Matthew Houston, Samuel Henry, John Bonta, Elisha 
Thomas, &c. The testimony entered and was received 
on the south side of Kentucky about the middle of the 
eighth month, and continued to spread until 4t embra- 
ced as many as were willing to embrace it, in Mercer, 
Shelby, Paint-lick, etnd Long-tick. In each of whici* 
places there are a number of families, who have denied 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, taken up their cross, live 
together in the unity tf the spirit and bond of peace, afid 
while with open eyes they are travelling from death inte 
life, they shine as lights in the world. A few families at 
Beaver-Creek set out in obedience to the testimony in tlie 
spring of 1 806, who were numbered with the faithful. 
The testimony is one and the same, wherever it is minis- 
tered. Is receive<l into one and the same honest and good 
heart, and wherever it springs up and bears fruit to per* 
fection, that fruit is one and the same. And that lawless 
and disobedient nature of the first man, which never did 
bring forth fruit unto God, they can joinjtly addresa with- 
out pity or compassion in the following l«)guage :— 

AwhHe'yon may caVil aiid fr^> 
^ And think that the cross is too hard, 

" But now you must take vhat you get. 

For death is your certain reward. 

in Adam ^he -^dond, 1 -trust, 
My b<?a'titified spirit shftH'flnd 
'A biidy that*s frtfe trChi till Itret, 
And pure Its thfe hea^^tiliorn tnirtd. 



CHAP. II. 

HAVING ^iven ^ short account of the entrance 
and progress of this new religion, accoixling to the 
sense of those who have embraced it, I *hrill proceed to 
exhibit it in a more external point of view, in which 
I shall consider some of the errors with wiiich it was 
branded, and the unreasonable treatment which it re- 
ceived on that account from some. Not that I wish to 
inspire the reader with the least degree of resentment 
against? those who may have takeo^ up the matter in a false 
light, and through a misguided zeal, acted an unreason- 
able and unlawful part in opposing it. Confident I aui 
that if Shakeriam was properly understood, there is 
no man in his senses could persecute it. Nor do I 
suppose that the religion of Christ, under any n^me* 
would ever have been persecuted by the men of thia 
world, but through the instigation of a wrong-headed 
clergy. The government of Christ has nothing to do 
with the government of this world, and can therefore 
offer the citizens of this world no provocatiqn. But 
thro' the false insinuations of those who have wished to 
incorporate the church with the world, and sit at tl^ 
helm of civil aiid ecclesiastical affairs in conjunction^ 
those who have marked and kept up the distinctiont 
have been represented as the enemies of mankind, and 
treated as such. Now if it is true that none of the prin- 
ces of this world knew Christ Jesus, otherwise they 
would not h?.ve crucified him, what conduct might be 
expected towards those who walk in his meek and lowly 
footsteps, from the enlightened sons of Columbia, pro- 
vided their judgment was not warped and twisted by 
that wild and voracious beast, which long ago made war 
with the lamb, and overcame him. Herod and Pontius 
Pilate would never have molested the harmless Jesus, 
but for the false accusations of the priests raid high pre- 
tenders to religion, instant with loud voices crying, 
*' ^lifay with him^^He say a he is the Son of God / — He 
makes him&elf equal with God ! He said he would destroy 

^r t€mftl^ Qui iuUi i^ agdin in,, thr^^ ddy^ /-p-v^iw}/ witk 
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Mm ! away with him ! — If you let the deceiver go^ poa. 
will not be a friend to Caaar^ It was not the peaceable 
citizens of 'the Rom^n government that characterized 
him a blasphemer, a malefactor, wine-drinker, and a 
whore-master, but those who professed to have all one 
fatJier, even God. And it was the same characters that 
pursued the saints as ^^ /lestilent felloiva, movers of^edi- 
" tion/* enemies to the commonweahh, &c. wore out 
the patience of the civil magistrate with their clamors, 
and finally interested the secular arm to extirpate them 
from the earth. These things were written for our 
learning, that when we see any people persecuted for 
their religion, we may know it is not primarily by th« 
commonwealth, but by the instigation of some ecclesi- 
astical judge, and of course it is not really the religion 
itself that is persecuted, but somethmg in the room of it,, 
which the false judge has the assurance to palm upon 
the multitude while he demands their credit to his false 
coloring. That Shakeriam has. been grossly misrepre- 
sented in many instances, • very few will pretend to 
doubt; and the source from whence these misrepre- 
sentations arose, must be peculiarly worthy of notice. 

It is eMjto perceive that the spirit of the revival 
h)ad a peculiar tendency to put down that ministeiial au- 
It^rity by which creeds and parties were supported, 
and set the people at liberty, each to follow the dictates 
of his own conscience. Upon this principle, the juris- 
Action of the Synod of Kentucky was renounced, and 
the Presbytery of Springfield resigned their supposed 
authority. But though Dagon fell before the arky yet 
the Philistines set Mm again in his place. The generality 
of the members of Presbytery, notwithstanding their 
professed resignation, continued in the full possession 
of their reputed authority ; and in that capacity stood 
ready to judge of any increasing light that might be 
manifested, whether they were able to comprehend it 
or not. Having shoo)^ off their former reins of gov- 
ernment, and haying attained but little mortification of 
that pride natiic^kl^b man, and being carried along in a 
high gale of the spirit, they began to form great imagi- 
nations of an universal kingdom, in which they woulcl 
fi U the first rank. And as Sie (^ud work of this vast 
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j^ingdoni) which mvisi ii;u:lude tlie whole earth> thef pro^ 
posed tQ jeiaie up©n the sacred name, Christian, ex- 
clueive of ^ other sames ; and so draw into union and 
one gi^nd co^iTnuniop, all who wished to be called by 
tlii^t worthy uame. The plan uf tliis great kingdom waa 
^I'ivwn up hy Hice Haggardy and published in the year 
1QQ4 ; which proposed «a the leading foundation piin- 
cipks>aiinpl^y totj?(?r^y». on<» Goc&<*^acknowledge one Sa- 
vio^*^ Jeaus Chriat— r-have one confession of faith, and 
let that be the Bible — one form of discipline and gov- 
ernm^ntj wd this to be the New-Testament— be mem- 
ber of oue church, &c. (See Address to the different 
leligious societies, on the sacred import of the Christian 
naiDe^ p. 21.) These liigh imaginations served for a 
season to amuse the people, but their eccentricity 
from the leading light of the i^vival, is easily perceived, 
bv a little attention to the " Observations on Church Go* 
v^rnment,** While the work of God continued in any 
degi'QO of puiity, it was not a sacred name the subjects 
of it were in quest of, nor was it the communion and 
fellowship of the millions who assumed the worthy name 
of Christ, that they sought: It was thefio^iver of God 
unio selvaHojif and that living spii»it of Christ in the 
heart, by. which they might grov/ into a holy temple 
in the Lord. But a scheme of human imagination,* 
which proposed to organize all the denominations into 
one great bodi^ ofCkri^ty was very suitable wherewith to 
confront a little testimony, which simply encouraged 
souls that were seeking salvation, to confess and forsake 
their sins and set <mt to follow Christ, in a life of new 
obedience.. And therefore for the distorted features 
of SUmkerism'^^ht erroneous sentiments and. wicked 
practices of those called Shakers^ mankind in general 
are indebted to those, who by way of eminence are 
c'dlled Christians* 

In perusing an account of thia distinguished profession 
in Brawne's Western Calendar^ written at Springfield, 
August 28, 1806; the following sentence particularly 
attracted my attention, viz. ^' They are iK>t so vain as to 
*• think thah all their thoughts, words and actions have 
*^ fthyays been easactiy right ^ and they will thank lany, 

H 3 
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.*^ who in the spirit of meekness, will point out to thent 
" wherein they may be wro^g, that they may amend." 
This concession and request from one of the first minis:- 
ters in tliis new Christian society, in behalf of the peo- 
ple in general, altho' I conceive it furnishes me with no 
authority to accuse them with ought*, yet in reason, k 
must prevent their taking offence, should they know 
that a number of their words and actions are recorded 
in a spirit of meekness, which are conceived to be es- 
sjentially wrong.. 

When the testimony was opened at Turde-Creekt 
what was spoken by the Lebanon brethren themselves, 
could not reasonably be condemned by those who heard 
It. But others at a distance, tossing about with the 
wind of imagination, and conjecturing things that had 
no reality, imbibed a spirit of prejudice against this 
doctrine of the cross ; and especially as it boi^ an unfii* 
vorable aspect toward the great body of Christ which 
they had in contemplation. And therefore, the first 
words which I conceive were not exactly rights came 
forward in a letter from Springfield, dated April 5, 
1805, a few of which words were as follows. *' It mat^ 
** ters not to me who they are, who are the devil's tools 
"whether men or angels, good men or bad. In the 
" strength of God I mean not to spare. I used lenity 
" once to the devil, because he came in a good man, viz. 
" Worley. But my God respects no man's person. I 
" would they were even cut off who trouble you. I mean 
" in the name and strength of God to lift his rod of al- 
" mighty truth against the viper," 8cc. Now admitting 
tliat these were the wickedest men on earth, I am far 
from thinking that such menacing words^ from one un^ 
provoked, could be justified ; and how much less when 
on the same sheet, this concession appears, " I do not 
** say that they are not good men, or that the body of 
** their sect are not such ; perhaps they have more light 
•' than any other sect ; perhaps they have had more pow-- 
" er." Where then could be the propriety of crushing 
them, or cutting them off, even upon the generous 
Christian plan of a coalition of sects. 

In a foregoing letter it was complained that through 
fiuth in the tesUmony, the ordinances of Baptism, th^ 
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Lord's Supper, &c. were.likely to be cast away. And 
in the epistle from which I have just been quoting, are 
the following words : . " These men have turned the 
« gospel into a law of commandments contained in or- 
-« ddnances." — ^Now from these two Christian ministers^ 
who could learn the true account ? Their words could 
not be both exactly rights for they stood in pointed 
contradiction. But further, considering that brother 
Thompson in the same letter acknowledged that he 
was far behind, not only in the light and liberty of the 
revival, but on every important subject, I conceive it 
was not exactly right for him to form such hasty reso« 
lutions to combat the testimony, even before he had 
properly heard it ; and with that resolution, to come 
up to the camp meeting at Turtle-Creek, on the 27th 
x)if April, raise a sudden and passionate outcry against 
these peaceable men — ^assume the authority of leading 
the meeting— enter upon a public investigation of 
their doctrines, and in the close of it, pronounce with 
a loud voice, they are liara ! they are liars t they are U- 
are ! According to the/able^ « A liar is not to be believed, 
even when he sjieaks the truth.'^ Therefore although it 
was readily granted, that these men spoke the tinithj 
yet there remained this pretext for not believing them, 
namely, that they were declared to be liars ; and upou 
this principle it was, that they were debarred by many 
from speaking at all in public. A man may be under 
an error, or he may be mistaken, and yet merit some 
degree of respect from his fellow-creatures ; but a wil- 
ful liar, a deliberate teller of lies, who can away with. 
Therefore under this opprobrious character, a bold 
Christian could cry to Issachar Bates, " Go to Hell,**" 
and while a wicked man followed John Meacham from 
place to place, spitting in his^ face, and crying aloud to 
maJce a great jire and bum these false firofihets^ some of 
the foremost who professed the worthy name, Christian^ 
were at his back, laughing and encouraging him on. 
Tliis and such like treatment, appeared so far from being 
exactly right among a people who aimed at monopoli- 
zing the name of Christ, that I am confident similar treat- 
ment from the wildest savages towards an^ men of civil 
deportment; tnujjthaY^ni^rited severe reflection. 
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At a sxicceediixg meeting at Sjalem> tbe \ Ub of Maj 
foUowlE^, I have no doubt but brother Thonipson may 
baye justly reflected, that he was not exactly right in 
debarring from the privilege of speaking^, one who-in h« 
had long acknowledged bis equal, aud bis guide \ ex* 
eluding all who believ<ed the testimony, from any fur^ 
ther communion or fellowship with the ChriHumsy and 
especially as it was in pointed contradiction to their gen-r 
eral Clu-iatian plan. ^ Let none be excommunicated 
^' but for a breach of the divine law." (Siee Uiaggard'a 
plan before mentioned.) Setting his own prejudiced 
spirit to speak in tbe scriptures, as if it was the spirit of 
God. And thus asserting, that the Holy Ghost had madQ 
him overseer of the flock, and that these 5*«^tffv wer^ 
£dse Christs, false prophets, wolves in sheep's eloathingt 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the A- 
postlesof Cluist, creeping into houses and leading c^>« 
tiye silly women, dumb dogs, and every hateful namo . 
and character which the scripture could furnish, la 
consequence of which, they were railed upon by th€^ 
Christiana under these names wherever they went, and 
henceforward these members of '' the grmt body of 
Christy" conceived they had good authority from tb^ 
word of God, to impeach them with every thing that 
was erroneous, wicked and base, and not only palm upon 
them eveiy filthy character named in tiie scriptui'es, 
but treat them as tbey supposed such characters deserv-? 
ed. Now if it was not exa.ctlyi right to take the privaJte 
interpretation of John Thompson on those occa^ons» 
and upon the strength of that, refuse any personal ac- 
qusdntance witli these men, it wtU follow that all tbe 
rough treatment they received in consequence, wa9 
exactly wrong. I farther conclude it was exactly vfrang-- 
for my kind brother St&ne, after inviting me by letter 
to attend the general meeting at Concord the second 
Sabbath in August, to forbid me to speak on tbe occa- 
a.on, or even to come to his house, and by a council 
of the Chriatian clergy^ to impose upoji brother Dun- 
lavy, Benjamin Youngs and Malcbam Worlcy, the in- 
junction of total silence through the whole of the meet- 
ing, and (at -the same^time that many were solicitiag 
us with tears to preachjt mH we thus piant^y forbid- 
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den on pain of being prosecuted as disturbers of th* 
meeting) to propagate among the people that we were 
the dumb dogs spoken ot in scripture ; (with which 
title we were often taunted.) On the last day of the 
meeting, six of the Christian brethren^ viz. J. Thomp- 
son, R. Marshal, B. W. Stone, D. Purviance, J* 
Stockwell and A. Brannon, alternately delivered each 
his opinion of the Shakers in an address, in which some 
of them were named out, pronounced liars, defamed 
by many slanderous reports which they could have 
proved lalse, had they been allowed to speak. Now 
if such treatment was rights the spirit of the revival, 
which allowed eveiy man liberty of conscience, must havQ 
been wrong. But as I conceive it to be right for every 
man. to hear and believe whoever he pleases, the above 
conduct appears not only subversive of the liberty of con- 
science, sp warmly cpntended for a little while before by 
the same brethren, but of the veiyspiritof a free govern- 
ment. For be it observed, that in all those places Uie peo- 
ple were anxious to hear the Shakers^ and considered 
themselves as much related to those who were forbidden 
to speak, as to them who forbade them ; until by the din 
of false reports and misrepresentations of their faith and 
practice, they were frighted into a spirit of prejudice. 

Brother Stone, in the introduction to his Letters on 
Atonement, observes that the arguments used byjiia 
opponents, are " bold unscriptural assertions^— hard 
" names— delusion — error — doctrines of devils— Ar- 
" minianism — Socinianism — Deism, &c. Such argu- 
" ments (say he) have no effect on a candid mind, but 
" they powerfully influence dupes andbigots. The can- 
" did look for truth and plain unequivocal arguments."— 
Who then could he suppose, would be influenced by the 
following statement in the postscript of his reply to 
Campbell's strictures ? — " You have heard no doubt be-t 
** fore this time, of the lamentable departure of two of our 
'* preachers, and a few of their hearers from the true 
** gospel, into wild enthusiasm, or Shakerism, They 
*' have made ship-wreck of faith, and turned aside to an 
" old woman's febles, who broached them in New-Eng- 
" land about twenty-five years ago. These wolves in 
•* sheep's cloathing hav^ smelt us from ?dar, and haTe 
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" come to tear, rendspad devour," Sec. If holdunscrlp* 
tural assertions — ^hard names, &c. are wrongs I presuiae, 
brother Stone's postscript is not exactly right, Wbat. 
•plain unequivocal argument was ever advanced to prove, 
that the conduct of these men, in a single instance an- 
sM^red to such a bold assertion. When Benjamin 
Youngs was forbidden to speak at Concord?, by R. Mar* 
shal and B. W. Stone, the only reply he made was, " I. 
am sorry to see you abusing your own light." 

Now when to these innumerable hard speeches, arc! 
added, their inviting these strangers to their houses^ 
stopping them at the door when they catfie* and for- 
bidding them to enter, or at other times ordering them, 
from their houses and laying them uncler the necessity 
of seeking their lodging amcmg the weeds, and by such,, 
acts of inhumanity as a Deist would be ashamed of, en- 
couraging a spirit of persecution ; I think the Christiana^ 
may well acknowledge, that all their thoughts} words, 
and actions, have not always been exactly right. What 
but the example of this latest genus of christians, could, 
have instigated any part of a free and friendly repub?- 
llc» to beset the houses of the Shakers in the night> as-v 
s^ault their persons with clubs and stones^ break their 
windows, and burn their place of worship, throw do^m, 
their fences, and turn in beasts to destroy tbeir grain,' 
cut and tear to pieces their apple-trees, crop and disfig- 
ure their horses, beat and abuse some of their bodies^ 
and by every kind of mockery, railing and cursing, push-, 
ing, coUaring and threatening, disturb and mole»t theii\ 
in their worship. Did the citizens of Ohio and Ken'> 
tucky, know of a truth, that it was the meek and humbl«; 
followers of Jetjus Christ, that tjiey were treating in^ 
this manner I Nay verily, but a people as they suppg-^ 
9sd, of the most corrupt and mischievous principles.. 
And as I apprehend the general statejnent which the. 
Christians gave of their principles, was not exactly rigAt^ 
I shall mark out some of tlios.e mistakes. The first rough 
lineaments of ShaJcerism portrayed on the put>li9 mind> 
were, that it went to disannul and cast away the Bible-*-., 
to set up the word of man uirootn of it-— to deny Jesus 
Christ^— the resurrection and final iudgmcnt — ^to throw 

9*vfajr the go^el ^nd se^k salvatiiQXib^ the wQr]^ Qf ^%^ 



\d^j Sec. That these S/takers weve enemies to the r^» 
vival and came to destroy it. That their scheme was 
to get people's land and property, hy partmg man and 
wife, Tvdning and breaking up ^milies. That they ac- 
tually forbade to marry, and commanded to abstain from 
meats, and therefore without hesitation, they were se- 
ducing spirits, tind their doctrine that of devils. This 
general draught, laid a foundation for great improve- 
ment, both upon their principles and practice. And 
the Christian trdniater^ wIk) set the example of charac- 
terizing from his own private studies, vrithout any per- 
sonal acquaintance, had soon abundance of followers 
.who felt entirely at lil>erty to publish any tlmig which a 
fruitful imagination was capable of composing, and from 
this source it was, that the public generally received 
their information. And according as the wind of &ncy 
blewy so it was a ilict,i:Tedible at least among tlie ChrU* 
tiansy that the Stiakers castrated all their males, and con- 
sequently exposed their necks to the gallows, or divest- 
ed of all modesty, stripped and danced naked m their 
night meetings, blew out the candles and went into a 
j)romi&GUou6 -debauch.-^ And what was suU more shock- 
ing, the fruits of their unlawful emibraces, they coit- 
cealed by the horrid crime of murder. In one instance, 
a prosecution was proposed against an individual, but 
the evidence, even for a stispicioh, was so extremely 
vague, that the bill was handed back by the 'foi'eman of 
the grand jury, with a just reproof to the presenter.-^ 
Such reports and conjectures, (of wluch there* was an 
infinite variety) were generally tsken upon the. atithor-^ 
ity that Mr. Sttch-a-one heard a man say^ that hp saw^ 
a wonutn, who^had it fi^om^ very respectable man, who 
saw the person who saw -it. But in some instance8,.per-» 
60B8 said to be of great respectalality, woiikl affirm 
{whether they meant with th^ir natural eyes or the eyes 
of -invagination) that they th&mMchf^a saw such things. 
For suchUberty brother Thompson, no doubt, laid afoun-* 
dation in the IbUo wing sentence of his letter of April 5. 
" I «ee the mark of the beast on that church as plain as 
" I see thia paper while J write, and I know that I see 
« it 1^ the the li^ht of God." In the lightof the same 
gad, I doubt not but ten thousand beastly actions have 
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bfeen seen among this people ; not one of which, thd 
Christians^ and all the world to help them, are able t6 
prove, after sending out spies and watching their hous- 
es by day and night. 

It has ever been foreign from the feelings of the Be- 
lievers, to counteri-plead such vague insinuations.*-^ 
They believe that God has called them to another work, 
in the progress of which, the truth Will shew itself 
without any strife of words. But as a number of things 
of considerable weight have been stated by way of 
objection, which have been maintained with some shew 
t)f argument, I shall briefly investigate some of those 
particulars, merely to shew the difference of sense and 
understanding on those subjects according to the evi- 
dence on both sides. And 1. The Christian minister^ 
after forbidding the Shakers to speak or the people to 
hear them, roundly asserts — " JC7* These men say that 
we are in a new dispensation^-*That Christ is come the 
"second time, and the resurrection and final judgment be- 
gun." The young believer would reply — ^ Very 
Well : A new dispensation is what every enlightened 
soul has been looking for and the coming of Christ 
is that for which ten thousands have been praying ; and 
he must now be somewhere on earth, as the scriptures 
-are true. For the time is up, according to Daniel, 
John, and all the prophets, for the sanctuary to be 
cleansed, and the power of the holy people restored—^ 
the authority of antichrist taken away— ^'and the saints 
to possess the kingdom. And what other resurrectioii 
is there to life, but to come out of that state of sin into 
which the Jirst Mam fell, and come into Christ the 
second Adam^ who is the resurrection and the life ? The 
matter we now animate and which is constantly upon 
the change. We are not to expect after its dissolution, td 
be again subtracted from the elements of this globe and 
re*possessed in its primitive form, at the expense of ev* 
cry other body with which it may have been incorpora* 
ted. And what other final judgment are we to expect^ 
but simply and honestly, in the presence of God, and 
Christ, and before the saints who a)-e appointed to judge 
the world, confess all that we have ever done amis»— > 
repair our wrongs«-«set out to forsake every evil, «nd 



*^tG^ tip into Christ, as the infant gmws into a man ? 
There is a natural bodt/y and there is a sfiiritual body ; the 
former belongs to the fall, the latter to the resurrection. 
Therefore it is not old skulls and rotten flesh that are to 
be raised up in glory, but that spiritual body of which we 
are called to be members ; \^hich is already raised up by 
the* power of God, and ascending Into the heaven <^ 
heavens, far out of sight from this lost world. 

Obj. 2. " These men say that each one of them is a 
Christ, and we mtist throw away our Bibles, and follow 
them." 

jins. This statement is not exactly right. They tes- 
tify that there is but one Christ, whose footsteps they 
follow, and though they are by nature no better than 
other men, yet in following Christ they may be safely 
followed according to the scriptures. 

If three honest republicans, in order to reclaim a band 
of tories, should invite them to become their iollowers 
even as they followed Geov Washington or Thomas 
Jefferson, would this fUmish a sufficient reason for sta- 
ting that each of these men professed to be a Thomas 
Jefferson ? and therefore they must be liars, there bemg 
only one man in America of that name. Or if these to- 
ries had a copy of the United States' Laws, which they 
abused, T^^ould it be proper for them to say that the 
honest citiaJens wanted them to throw away their law 
. book, because they would have them to live according to 
these laws ? With no less impropriety were the Shakers 
charged with professing to be each a Christ,-<^d requir- 
ing ^e Christiana to throw away their Bibles'. 

•The subjects of the revival, had unanimously believed 
tliat Christ would malie his abode and appear in man, 
and that it was their privilege to believe and follow the 
truth delivered by man, according to that measure 
in which it was opened and.lS^^g.aled. This was certain- 
ly the faith of brother Thi9S|i|>§on himself, when in the 
. spirit of the revival, as a^ipear^ from the following ex- 
pression, in a letter, da^ed April 23, 1 803 : " The Lord 
*' may have made known to one, what another is igno- 
" rant ©f.-*-I bless God that he has made you capable to 
* to teach me in the things of God." And even in his 
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letter of April 5, 1805, he has so much remaining CftH* 
dor as to say-—" God in mercy visited your soul with light 
" while I remained in darkness^— He sent you to this 
*' country with the light to sow it here, and made you the 
*' mstrument of bringing the heavenly fire to Springfieldf 
" where my soul caught the flame of this revival. Ever 
*' since that time you are in my heart to live and die with 
*< you." 

Now if it was the faith and order of the revival, to 
follow tlie truth of God testified by man, it could not 
be exactly right for any to pretend that they were go- 
ing on in the spirit of the revival, and at the same time 
laboring to destroy all confidence in every living teach- 
er. Crying out — '•^ Don't believe man— don't follow him 
** — you need not believe us, for we may and do err— 
" you must just take the word of God and read that— ■. 
•* There you have the tiTith, and you may believe and 
" practice it, precisely as expressed in the words of scrip- 
** ture." Yet the people were shut up to the necessity of 
believing some body^ and rather than believe those who 
had been called liars by others, they gave credit to the 
opposite character, who asserted concerning themaelvea 
that they were not to be believed^ and in obedience to . 
that faith, learned first to call the Bible by a name which 
it never gave itself ; and according to that name, prac- 
tise whatever was commanded or even permitted in scrip- 
ture words ; assured that God immediately spoke to them 
in that scripture, even though it might have been ori- 
ll^inally spoken by a Pharisee, Sadducee or devil. 

Altho* I have heard the ab«^ttors of the common chrU* 
Ua7t cause ^ maintain that Gen. iii. 4. Ye shall not surely die 
—and Mat. iv. 6, 9. If thou be the Son of God^^J(f thou 
wilt fall down and ivor shift me^ Is^c, were the words of 
God, and to be taken without any explanation ; yet I 
have supposed it was rather to avoid the force of truth» 
"which they were unwilling to acknowledge. However 
in nothing short of this could the general principle find 
any consistent basis, and the implicit believer of bible 
words, must learn his duty from the following senten- 
ces as directly as any others. Rejoice O young man in 
thy youthy walk in the vfays of thine hearty and in thd 
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^f thine ey€9-^Go takeuntothee awife ofivhoredontg'^^Drink 
thou also and let thy foreskin be uncorvered-^^Drink ye and 
be drunkeny and sfiue^ andfallj and rise no more^ Isfc. 

Obj. 3. " They say we must be saved by the works 
of the law- — Their doctrine leads into bondage." 

jins. They believe that outward circumcision, with 
every other Jewish ceremony, which the Apostles cal- 
led works of the law, were abrogated by Christ, nor 
have they attempted to revive any of them. But Christ 
in disannulling these dead works, made no provision for 
bad works. The only alternative he left for any, was 
to follow him in the regeneration, or continue under the 
/aw and under its curse, ^ This doctrine never propo- 
sed any thing but bondage to the Jew, who expected to 
be pardoned for Abra?iam*s sake, and accepted on account 
of his clean outside. Now such an objection as made no 
distinction between good works — dead works — and bad 
works, came very improperly from those who contend- 
ed so warmly for liberty to continue in sin, as well as 
in the use of those works, which they themselves ac- 
knowledge, were adopted in the room of circumcisiou 
and the passover. 

Obj, 4. " They forbid to marry, and attach criminal- 
ity to that for which we have the express command of 
God." 

Ans, This I am bold to say every Believer in Ken- 
tucky and Ohio, have from the beginning contradicted. 
Forbidding any thing implies authority, and attaching 
criminality to any thing, belongs to a law. Now these 
men never proposed any other than the law of Moses, 
and every man's conscience as a criterion to distinguish 
between good and evil. Therefore what wais thus al- 
ready condemned, did not remain for them to criminate. 
And upon the generous principle, that every free agent 
ought to be allowed in matters of religion, to act accord- 
ing to his own faith, they have never to my knowledge, 
imposed any prohibition on an individual in relation to 
ihatrimony. It is true, that for the kingdom of heav^ 
en's sake they chuse to be even as Christ, in that re- 
spect. But their receiving a particular saying of Christ, 
■nbd living precisely up to it^ claims no authority over 
* S«e CaU iii. 10. 
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^e children of this world ; they hare an indisputable 
right, according to their own laws, to marry ; and eve- 
ry church may adopt such laws and forms of matrimony 
as they think proper, and with any such laws or forms, 
the Shakers have never interfered. 

The Christiana have labored hard to establish the a- 
bove objection, and not without some plausible pretext. 
And had the witnesses against Christ no pretext lor 
assei-ting"— " We heard this fellow say, I will destroy 
the temple of God ?*' Did he not say—" Destroy this 

. temple" and " / vdll" ? And where was the great evil of 
transposing the words and putting " I will" before " de^ 

^ stroy" when is wms so essentially necessary to condemn 
the deceiver ? But I suppose it would be granted, even 
by the false witness himself, that he was not exactly right. 
Again, according to their testimony, he was no friend to 
Casar. Why I Did he not pay his taxes ? True, but he 
would not iight, he would rather turn the other ch«ek to 
the smiter ; and spake of another kingdom. If then 
Christ was plausibly and unjusUy accused with aiming^ 
to destroy the Jewish temple, and su^a^t the einpine^ 
of Csesar, so were the Shakers with the above. 

It was m fact the C-kfisUam who assumed the author^ 
ity on the occasion, and set out lo enfi^*ce a law given 
to man in a state of iimocence, for the fulfilment of 
which he wholly unfited himself by the fadL*-iGen. i. 28. 
That law or command 4i« it respected '^len man, the 
-Shakers supposed the Son <4af God had disannulled, and 
horti it they conceived they were redeenied by Christy, 
as well as from all outward ceremonies of atonement, 
that fallen man had ever kin under in consequence of 
his disobedience ; and in claiming this right of Fedem|i-^ 
tion, they had enough to do tx> answer the objections of 
their accusers, without entering any accusation against 
others. And although in disannuling the command-^ 
ment going before (by which sm to<4c occasion to woilc 
in human nature a;ll manner of concupiscence) they 
violated no existing law, either of God or man, (ex- 
cept what St. Paul calte a law in the members^ a law of 
.sm and death.-^^'Rom. vii.J Yet upon the authority of 
these Chri^ian tninisfcrsi they have been publicly con<^ 
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demned as tlie blackest of criminals^ and treated accord- 
ing to that character, as far as the wholesome laws of our 
state would dispense with. Then how far must it ap- 
pear from being rights for those who claimed the sole 
power of judging, and whose judgment was not only 
sanctioned by the shouts of the multitudei but in many 
instances severely executed, to represent as their unjust 
accusers, those who were judged, condemned and pun- 
ished according to their law. 

Obj, 5. " The testimony of these men go to part man 
and wife, and even encourage men to beat and abuse 
their wires, and turn them away.*' • 

.4718. How can that be parted which is one ? Did not 
€rod say, " they twain shall be one flesh ?" These men 
have more understanding than to propose a separation of 
this kind. And therefore the testimony they bear, takes 
no cognizance of man and wife — It came from that 
world where they neither marry nor are given in marriage^ 
but are aa the Angels of God. The testimony cannot 
be chargeable with evils to which it may indirectly give 
occasion, any more than the proclamation of American 
Independence is chargeable with all the acts of outrage 
and cruelty, perpetrated by the British during the rev- 
olutionary war ; and therefore that some of the Chris- 
tiah brethren^ have taken occasion from the testimony 
to beat and abuse a sister, a wife, and drive her off, is 
matter of fact. But to charge any thing of the kind 
to the Shakers^ is exactly wrong. For although accord- 
ing to St. Paul, there; is neither male nor feiidftle among 
them, yet I am bold to say that since Adam fell,.w.o- 
man never was treated by man with tender kindness and 
respect, superior to what is commonly manifested 
among the Believers. 

Obj. 6. " They are a set of worldly-minded, cunning 
deceivers, whose religion is earthly, sensual and devilish.** 

.4na. These are the words of brother Stone in his let- 
ter of July, 1806. And the proof of this objection was 
tXiGfama clamoaa^* " The Shakers are come to take peo- 
" pie's land — Every one that joins them must immedi- 
« ately give up his deed to the elders I" The Christiana 

* Noiiy report. 

I 3 
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were considered a» very near to the Shakers m ^eir 
doctrine and worship, is one reason why many things 
may have been imputed to the latter^ which properly be- 
longed to the former. Some Christian fathers, who had 
the general title of land vested in them, in which others 
had a lawful partnership, refused to give separate titles 
according to their promise, but dispossessed their for- 
mer brethren by profession and nearest kindred in na- 
ture, from their valuable and lawful possessions, merely 
on account of their faith. Moreover, the Christian 
church at Paint-lick, refused to make a title to brother 
Houston for land which he had lawfully psdd for, merely 
on account of his faith. But so foreign from this has. 
been the conduct of the Shakers^ that upon land winch 
they purchased and paid £6r, mainly for tlie relief and 
l)enefit of others, not less than eight families are com* 
modiously settled. 

This r mention distinct from the daily stream of be- 
neficence that flows from their thi^shold, for which 
they receive nothing in return but love and thanks, 
much less the unlawful surrender of a deed« Wha. 
then is the worldly-minded, cunning deceiver ? 

Obj, 7. " They prophesied that such as rejected the 
testimony would lose their former life and power : " Bui 
** (says Brother Stone in his letter of July) now the work 
<< of God goes on in spite of all the Calvinists, ShakerSf. 
*' and devils in hell.— Now we know your prophets are 
« liars." 

Jns, The work of God never did go on in «/a/<^— but. 
in love and kindness to all men, even the Calvinists not 
excepted. But while the Christians upon the slightest 
evidence of the Shakershein^ liars, can fall to shouting 
and praising their God, or at the sight of them, stop evc-- 
ry medium of information with loud cries for deliver- 
ance, a work of some kind will* no doubt goon in sfdte 
of every thing that claims any relation to the coming of 
Christ. But how long God may trouble these mighty 
waters, and what degree of pov^er may operate round 
aboutift that preparatory work, has never been predicted. 

As I conceive much credit has been given to the 
boasted power among the Christiansy upon the test of 
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t^' Shakers being tiftrs, I sbaM mention one more per* 
ticular upon which the testimony has been condemned 
9A false.^— Lastly, 

" These men have testiiied. they would never die, 
" and one of them from New-Lebanon has died already 
<* in despair, convinced of the delusion." 

Ans. They never asserted that they would live for- 
ever, in the earthly house of this tabernacle. But that 
eTory true follower of Christ, has passed from death 
unto everlasting life^ is a truth. 

And even though brother Thompson had teen Pru-^ 
dence Farrington, dying at Turtle-Creek, under a deep 
•convicticMi of the delusion, as plain as he once saw the 
mark of the beast on the Church to jArhich she belongs, 
and i^uldafiirm tiiathfis vision was in the light of God» 
. yet his visicx) I should pronounce false, and contradict 
his news of congratulation to his ChrUtian brethren.— 
And moreover, I should think it proper for any person 
who had taken any part in spreading such a report, to 
^ eat the dread^ words." So tenacious am I of rea-- 
»onable evidence. 

I was among the last that conversed with sister Pru- 
dence before her departure from the body, and though 
I treasured up the most of her solemn words, and par- 
ticularly the last, which were, " Strengthen the breth- 
ren," yet I shall only insert at this time a short e;tti'act 
of a poem composed on the occasion, to which I shall 
add, an extract of a letter to New-Lebanon, from which. 
the contrast will i^pear.- 
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Extracts. 

*' Her holy example's o£ infinite price ;. 
Bro't up in the gospel, a stranger to vice, 
Her cross fronn the first she did faithfully bear. 
And finished her cotnrse in her thirty -first year : 
Met heaven-born spirit, to angels akin, 
(Not stainM with the flesh nor pdluted with Mn,) 
Has d^w got rdeasM from the sorrov^ s of earth, 
And shares the full joys of her heavenly birth." 

" Our precious sister, Prudence Farrington, has fin- 
ished her course, and is buried under an oak iathe wU- 
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demess of Ohio. She deceased the eleventh inst. 
[April, 1807.] in the thirty-first year of her age. A 
loving sister— <i blessed virgin— a holy woman-— an heir 
of glory. — 

She liv*d without sm, and died without fear ; 
She's not &s she's been, and yet the is here.''*— 

I. B." 

In fine, there is nothing pertaining to the testimon^Tf 
but has admitted of objection, false statement and vague 
report. But it has not been my design to notice anj 
thing but what has been stated with some plausibility. 

Next to the new and old doctrine of the cross, the 
hue-and-cry was raised against the new and old manner 
of worship. " What ! go forth in the dance ? Go vol- 
" untarily without being jerked ? And say they are prais- 
^' ing God in the dance ! The dances too of them that 
*' make merry — of them that serve the devil ! Take 
** their dances to serve God ! Christians, read your Bi- 
" bles, and you will see that these fellows are not of God, 
" for they keep not the Sabbath.". «« Think" (says bro- 
ther Stone, in his letter of July) " Think seriously and 
*' soberly of the shocking "conduct of your revelling 
** mock*worship, and tremble." Could he have forgot- 
ten,- that a little while before, when censured by Dr. 
Tod, a brother professor, for the same shocking con- 
duct, his reply was, " that he had to move heaven-ward 
with him hanging at his heels." Then think seriously 
and soberly— what is a Tod at the heels of a traveller, 
in comparison of a Stone — a great stone ? " O my Rich- 
** ard (adds Barton) shall I ever rejoice over you as a 
*' penitent prodigal ?" Now (replies Richard) if ever : 
I have just returned from feeding the swine, confessed 
my sins, been completely stripped and clad with a suit 
completely new. The door has been opened into my Fa- 
ther's house, and I have entered, to go out no more.— 
Now the family begins to be merry, and the elder son 
to wonder what it means— willing to get r(fws from the 
meanest scullion. Don't you hear that it is MUSIC 

* Near the spot to which Brother Stone would have fieif in 
April, 1805, had it not been for his earthly tabernacle. 
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and JDANCING ? And is not the Father entreating yo« 



to C09ie ill ? Then- 



Brother cast yotir anger off. 
And every passion bury ; 
Come in and share the fatted calfy 
And let us all be merry. 

Will you grieve about a kid. 
When the calf is killed ? 
If you coine in when you are bid^ 
You may y«t be filled. 



A FEW REFLECTIONS. 

Wk live in vthot is called The Untied States of jtmeri^ 
ea^^^United States 1 A naioe that promises peace and 
l&appiness to every citizen ; but, under tliis specious name 
of Union, what a picture is exhibited I A great Chris-^ 
tian empu*e, divided into a thousand little kingdoms, all 
inclosed in the bowels of a great republic, and each con«^ 
tending for the mastery. America exulting in her 
liealth, the liberty and equality of her members, and yet 
tuU of worms, biting and devouring one another, each 
pursuing a distinct cause to which he presumes all others 
must finally give way. The Presbyterian minister, the 
Baptist, Methodist, Christian and Church minister, each 
proposing to reduce the whole commonwealth under his 
Jaws And government. In the midst of these party at* 
tacliments, who shall be governor, representative, ma^ 
gistrate, major, captain, &c. ? This question at once 
proves the spirit of the union. While it arouses christian 
■against christian, party against party, each to contend 
with his fellow professor, who shall be the greatest. — . 
Tell it not in Great-Britain ! Publish it not in the streets. 
of London 1 Lest the daughters of Babylon sneer at the 
apparent effects of civil and religious liberty. 

Whence arises this motley mixture of kingdoms and 
states? Is it not through a grand mistake — pconverting 
the !ftible into a civil law-book,* and accounting tliose 
to rule who adopt it as such ? From this egregious error, 
has ^ot every aspiring worm been encouraged to forav 
bis separate party, set himself at the head of it, read and ^K-i. 
* The Qnl/ rule to direct.-*-See all systems. 
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^und his laws, bestow privileges and execute judgment 
upon his subjects ? And can it be otherwise until the eye 
of common sense is open to see that the kingdom of 
Christ has nothing to do with civil government, and that 
civil government has nothing to do with the church or 
kingdom of Christ ? Let tfis plain maxim of Christ 
be adopted ; of course that civil institutioUi about which 
there has been such an uproar among the Christians of 
late, will be restored to where it belongs. 

II. That the abusers of the Bible have betrayed great 
ignorance and idolatry in assuming the reins of govern- 
ment by the supposed authority of that book, and given 
g^eat occasion of disgust to the name of Christ, is a 
truth that every man of good sense will yet acknowK 
edge. Look at the Church comtxion prayer book, es- 
tablished by a mighty defender of the faith, and it wiH 
appear that the subject of that kingdom, must either go 
unmarried or repeat after his priest the following obliga- 
tions to a woman :— .*« With this ring I thep wed, with 
*' my body I thee worship, and with all my worldly 
*' goods I thee endow : In Uie name of the Father, and 
" of the Sob, and of the Holy Ghost. — Amen.*' " Come 
back ! Come back," says the Christian ! Where ? " To 
the Chureh-— the- one Church,** Nay, let me rather be 
a Hottentot, and worship the moon, and have the liber* 
ty of giving part of my goods to tlie poor. 

The Christians say, " let us all worship one God,'* 
then let them settle the point who it shall be. They 
say the word of God (i. e. the Bible) tells them so and 
so. Very well ; it says, ^* Fall down and xvorshifi m<?.** 
This will not do. I dare not worship a book, and my soul 
recoils at the idea of worshipping that «^mV which origin-^ 
ally suggested' these words. Therefore, I must wor- 
ship according to my present faith, tho* it should appear 
<* solemn mockery," in the eyes of all the Christian world. 

HI. I am thankful to the disposer of all human 
' events, that I was not more than seven years old when 
the American eagle first stretched her pinions and began 
her ascent toward the air of liberty. And, therefore, 
the meridian of my temporal life is at a period when re- 
puted ff^U pxki fm^^tka w lopg^er smQk^ ott the iJtfiur of 
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t^hriatianity^ but every man^s religion may be coircctty 
examined of whatsoever kind it is. Surely, if Church 
officers knew they might as well be still and silent, as 
td try to croud back and shut up their flocks and cry, 
Wolves ! Wolves ! For eVery man's character must bo 
known in this day, and each one judged not by his good 
words and fair speeches, but according to his WORKS. 

IV. For upwards of two years I have studied Sha* 
^eriamy with as close application as I ever bestowed on 
the system of Calvin, and at least upon as proper apian. 
1 have had the documents of it open before me without 
covering or disguise, i.e. the people who have set 
out to be righteous and follow Christ, hi deed and in 
truth. And in all their actions at home and abroad, 
however scinitinized as a test of that feith upon which 
my salvation was suspended, I never have discovered 
any thing that could ftirnish any ground of a cavil ; but 
am bound to say, that the same characteristics ofa child of 
God, which the Christian reads in his Bible, I have been 
^ble to read in the daily deportment of this people, and 
that without a blot* A people blameless and harmlesa^^ 
without rebuke in the midst qfa crooked and fierverse na* 
tion among whom they shine as lights in the worlds having 
their conversation honesty and yet all manner of evil 
spoken against them falsely. Moreover, their daily fruit 
.has been manifested to my satisfaction, to be the fruits 
of that spirit which the Christians say, lives in the letters 
of a book, viz. Love^ fieacejoy^ long^suffertngrgentleness 
goodness^ fait /ifulness^meekness^ temfierance^ against ivhich 
there is no law. Therefore I conclude brother Dooley 's 
text. Let them alone^ was very pertinent when he came 
to preach among their neighbouring persecutors had he 
not added, they be blind leaders of the blindy isfc* 

y. It is »o matter to me what a tree is called if its 
fruit IS good. If all my neighbours should call my Apple- 
tree a Buckeye, and tell me that it grew from the seed 
of Hemloc, this would hot alter the taste of the good 
apple ; no more can any name, destroy my regard to a 
people that brmg forth the fruits of righteousness. 

But though some may imagine that the name Shaker 
bears analogy to something very mean and contempti* 
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^1^5 It lias fiever been my conception of it, ndr have 1 
used it at all' in that sense. 

The first thing that struck me when I heard that 
name, was that the universal cry in the revival had been, 
that God would shake the heavens and the earth ! Shake 
out the things that were madey that those thirds that could 
not be shaken might remain, --^How thelx was-he to do it ? 
He always Works by means Mid instruments. 

When the nations were to be threshed, he made Ja- 
cob his threshing instrument, of course the men of Ja-* 
cob were his threshers. People talk of the great wars 
K>£ Bonaparte, and the great sins that the Devil commits, 
yet a reasonable person will grant that Bonaparte 
ttHirs with his warriors^ and the Devil sins with his «n* 
tiers. Then was it not reasonable for the subjects of 
the revival to expect that God would shake the heavens 
and the earth with his Shakers ? .Some perceiving this 
tried to substitute his name Quaker^ but as this name 
was already appropriated to another people, it only ser* 
ved to take the charge of their first light, and suffer that 
^buse which the name was originally supposed to mc* 
rit, until it appeared that the contrast between this peo- 
ple and the Quakers in their present standing, rendered 
It improper to call both by the same name ; therefore 
the general appellation has been finally adopted.— 5<r* 
hold I will send for many fishersy saith the Lord^ and they ' 
-shaUJish them^ and after will I send for many hunters and 
they shall hunt them from every mountain^ £5*c. — Jer. xvi* 
16, And again. Saviours shall come ufi on mount Zion^ 
to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the 
Zorrf**.— Obadiah, 21. This is a time of universal lib* 
lerty work, and for each one to be known and distin- 
guished by his works : and has not God a right to work 
«is well as man ? — And if he has a work to do with maa- 
kind, who can hinder ? Therefore, if he sends out vnA* 
ny fishers to fish them,'many hunters to hunt them, many 
Shakers to shake them, and many Saviours to save 
them, let all thefieofile say^-^men^' 
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SINCE the tesdmcmy of Christ has been opl^hed Ib 
^s western country, by John Meacham, Benjamin S. 
Youngs and Issacluu* Bates, many have expressed a 
g^reat desire to see the principles of the Church fully 
and clearly stated ; besides^ it has been the prevailing 
l¥isli of young believers in general, that every serious 
enquirer should have their desires iiilly answered in this 
respect. This, however, was not contemplated by Uie 
presentpublication . I pretend not to comprehend, much 
less to state the principles of a people who have been 
more than twenty years in that work, which is justly de- 
nominated a new creation* What we have seen and 
heard, we testify, but all this in comparison of the 
light of the Church, are but as earthly things compar=' 
ed to heavenly. It therefore remains with the Church 
and those who are thence commissioned to open the 
everlasting gospel, to publish their distinguishing doc- 
trines, Sec. when they conceive they are thereunto cal- 
led of God. And that the period is not &t distant. I am 
authorized to believe from certain information, that a 
■work is now preparmg for the press, in which the prin- 
ciples of the Church will be Idd Open from their proper 
source and foundation, by those who are in possession 
^f a special gift to that purpose. 
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WHILE carnal jtntichri&tians, with their adoU'rous eyes. 
Look out for some great monajrch, descending thrc>' the 9kXe§, 
l^e Saviovrrs on mount 2ioit, our .brethren and our kin. 
Have bro't that blessed gospel which saves us from atl sin. 

How foolish is this gospel to the atpiring Jew— 
«* What ! call a man a Saviour ? O .that will q^y^ir do \f 
But let their works be shaken out» before the gospel-fan i 
Their souls will then bear witness,' that Christ is in a npan. 

4 

That full and free salvatiop, for which XeA tljio^saods pni/'A 
Is to the saints comtititted, jast as the prophet* Baid : 
And all the honest hestrted, will surely find ft diere. 
While proud self-righteous hypocrites; eat back their ^>gnttl 
pray'r. 

That God that shook mount Sinai, a^d kindled «{qh^ blaze# 
In Zion ha«i his furnace, in these last bujrning'days : ' ' 
There honest souls confess their d^eds, and every sin Ibrsake. 
And all the powers of darkhessV their faSth can never iBAEf • 
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Containing a short account of a work of the Good S/iirity 
among some of the neighbouring Indians, 

MANY fervent prayers were offered up in the revi-" 
val* for the poor Indians, that they also migijt share 
in the blessed hope and joyful anticipation of redeem- 
ing love ; and missionaries were repeatedly sent out 
from, among the subjects of the work, to convert tliemi 
to the Christian faith but with little success, as prob- 
ably they ran like Cushai, before their tidings were 
ready. From some accounts that were stated by com- 
mon fame, in the fall of the year 1 804, viz. that a great 
number from different tribes had met together and held 
a feast of love and union, danced and rejoiced before the 
Great Spirit and proposed to revive the religion of their 
ancestors, &c. &c. some were brought to query whether 
God would not convert the heathen in some way dif- 
ferent from what had hitherto been laid out by man :— 
probably move them by his spirit to flow to the church 
as soon as she was prepared to receive and instruct themy 
according to Micah iv. 1, 2. 

About a year and a half ago, fresh repoits broke out 
concerning them, viz. That a considerable body of thcm> 
had moved down within the "boundary line of this state, 
and were about forming a settlement. Various conjec- 
tures were agitated concerning them. Some said they 
were for war-p-others, that they were in pursuit of reli- 
gion and the means of an honest livelihood — were going 
to work, and in their present circumstances were prin- 
cipally supported by charitable donations from tlie 
nci ghbouring . white s . 

The continuance of these different reports, created 
an anxiety in the Believers at Turtle-Creek? towards th© 
totter end of last winter, to find out theii- real bituation 
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both in respect to things temporaland spiritual. Accord- 
ingly on the irthof March, 180r,threeof the brethren 
set out in search of them, and on the 23d of the month 
arrived at ^ir village. What they discovered on th6 
occasion is briefly comprised in the following extracts of 
their journal. •* When ve came in sig^t of the village 
the first object that attracted our view was a large frame 
house, about ISO by 34 feet in size, surrounded with 
^0 or 60 smoaking cottages. We rode up and saluted 
some men who were standing before the door of a tent, 
and by a motion of the hand were directed to another 
wigwam where we found one who could talk English. 
We asked him if their feelings were friendly. 
A. O yes, we are all brothers. 

Q, Where are yourchiefs— .we wishto have talk witfii 
them ? 

^. They are about four miles off, making sugar« 

Q, What are their names ? 

ji. Lal-lu-e-tsee-ka, and Te-kum-tha. 

Q, Can any of them talk English ? 

j1. No : but there is a good inteipreter there, George 
Blue-jacket. — ^He has gone to school, and can read and 
talk well. 

Q. What is that big house for ? 

j1. To worship the Great Spirit, 

Q, How do you worship ? 

vf. Mostlv in speaking. 

Q. Who IS your chief speaker ? 

•^. Our prophet, Lal-lu-e-tsee-ka. He converses 
with the Good Sfdrtt^ and tells us how to be good. 

Q, Do all that live here, believe in him ? 

^. Yes we all believe— He can dream to God. 

Conducted by a pilot, we repaired to the sugar^ 
camp, where thirty or forty were assembled with the 
prophet, who was very sick and confined to his tent. 
We expressed our desire of having a talk with him. 
But George informed us that he could not talk to us that 
ministers of the white people would not believe what he 
said but counted it foolish and laughed at it, therefore 
he could not talk ; besides he h«id a pain in his head and 
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such ministers, he asked : 

Do you believe a persmi can* have true knowledgeef 
the Great S/drii in the heart, without going to school 
and learning, to read. 

^. We believe they can,' and that is the beat kind of 
knowledge. 

After some talk of this^kind with George^ he went in 
to the prophet's tent, where several chiefs were collect- 
ed) and after continuing their council there about att 
hour,- Lal«-lu*e^tsee-kii came out and took his seat in a 
circle of about 30 persons who sat round the fire. All 
were silent*— «very countenance grave and solemn, 
when he begioi to speak. His discourse continued about 
lialf an hour, in which the most pungent eloquence ex- 
pressed his deep and heart felt sense of what he spoke, 
but ia< language whieh George scdd he could not cor- 
rectly translate into English^ However the general 
sense, he occasionally communicated during^ our stay. 

In the first place, that he (the prophet) had former* 
IjF lived on White*river, had been a doctor and a very 
wicked man. About two years ago, while attending on 
sick people at Attawa,; in a time of general sickness^ he 
was struck with a deep and' awful sense of his sin»-« 
cried mightily to the Good Sfiirit to shew him some way 
of escape, and in his great distress fell into a vision, in 
which he' appeared to be travelling along a ix)ad and 
came to- where it forked*— the right hand way he was 
informed led to happiness and' the left to misery. 

This fork in- the road, he was told represented that 
stage of life in- which people were convicted of ^, and 
those who took the right l^aUd way quit every thing 
that was wicked and became good> But the left hand 
road was for such as would go on and be bad, after 
they were shown the right "Ivay; They all move slow 
till they coi^e here, but when they pass the fork to the 
left, thcntliey go swift. On the left hand way he saw 
three housesF— from tHfe fir^t and second were pathways 
that led across into the -right hand road, but no way 
leading from the^hird : This said hie, ijr Eternity. He 
«aw vast crow(b going swift along the left hand road, and 
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great multitudes in each of the houses, under (Afferent 
degrees of judgment and miserjr. He mentioned pai^ 
tlcularly the punishment of the drunkard.— ->One presen- 
ted him a cup of liquor resembling melted lead^ if he 
refused to drink it he would urge him, saying, come^ 
drink— you used to love whisky.— And upon drinking 
it his bowels were seized with an exquisite burning* 
This draught he had often to repeat. At the last house 
their torment appeared inexpressible, under which he 
heard them sci%am,cry pitifully, and roar like the falls of 
a river. He was afterwards (said the interpreter) ta- 
ken along the right hand way, which was ail intersper- 
sed with flowers of delicious smell, and shewed a house 
at the end of it where was every thing beautiful; 
sweet and pleasant, and still went on learning more and 
more ; but in his first vision he saw nothing but the 
state of the wicked, from which the Great Spirit told 
him to go and warn his people of their danger, and-call' 
upon them to put away their sins and be good. Where-, 
upon he began to speak to them in great distress, and 
would weep and tremble while addressing them. Some 
believed— 'Were greatly alarmed— began to confess their 
sins — ^forsake them, and set out to be good. This spread 
the alarm and brought many others from different 
tribes to see and hear, who were effected in like manner* 
But some of the chiefs who were very wicked— would 
not believe, and tried to keep the people from believing, 
and encouraged them on in their former wicked ways. 
Whereupon the Great Sfdrit told him to separate from- 
these wicked chiefs, and their people, and shewed him 
particularly where to come, towards the big fort where 
the peace was concluded with. th« Americans ; and 
there make provisions to receive and instruct all fromt 
the different tribes that were willing to be good. 

Accordingly all that believed had come and settled 
there, and a great many Indians had come to hear, and 
many more were expected. That some white people^ 
were afraid, but they were foolish, for they would not^ 
hurt any one. 
' We asked a number of quesdons ;«» 
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Q, Do you. believe that all mankind are gone away^ 
&oni the Good Spirit by wicked works ? 

ji, Yes^ that is what we believe : And the prophet 
feels great pity for all. 

Q. Do you believe that Tthe Good Spirit once made 
himself known to the world, by a man. that was called 
Christ ? 

ji. Yes, w& believe It, and the Good Spirit hsAf^xe^: 
ed our- prophet what has been in many generations, and 
he says he wants to talk with' some white people about 
these things. 

Q, What sins does your prophet speak most against ? 

A, Witchcraft, poisoning people, fighting, murder- 
ing, drinking whisky, and beating their wives because 
they will not have children. All such as will not leave 
ofiP these, go to Mtemity-^He knows all bad people that 
commit fornication, and can tell it all from, seven years, 
old. 

Q. What do those do who have been wicked, when: 
yiey believe the prophet ? 

Jf. They confess alL 

Q, To whom do they confess ? 

A, To the prophet and four chiefs. 

Q, Do they confess all the bad things they ever did ?; 

A. All from seven years old — And cry and tremble 
when Uiey come to confess. 

Q. How did you learn tbis-»-The Roman Catholics 
confess their sins ? 

A. Some Wiandota joined the Roman Catholics at 
Detroit, who now believe in our prophet. Roman 
Catholics confess. their sins but go and do bad again.— < 
Our people forsake their bad. ways when they have con- 
fessed. 

They asked us several questions concerning our peo- 
ple, and particularly whether they drank whisky ; and 
s^peared not a little rejoiced to learn that there were 
some among the whites, so &r reclaimed, as to lay a-^ 
side the use of that pernicious liquor. We enquired 
how they made out for provisions. They answered they 
had none. So many people cstme there*-<at up all 
they had raised. 
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The* only^m^ we sair them-eati- wa& a tuTkey divi«* 
ded among thirty or forty. And the only relief we could 
afibrd them^ was ten dollars for the purpose of buying 
com. 

After the evehingconversatkn closed, r we concluded 
to 'return-to the village with- George and several* oth- 
ers, and mounted our horses. It was now in the dusk 
of-'the evening and- the full moon ju6t rising above the 
horizon, when one of their speakers stood up in an<al- 
ley , between the camp8,*aiid spoke for about fifteen min- 
utes with great solemnity, which was heightened at e^ 
ry pause with a loud«<!',§^ui92/fromthe surrounding assem- 
bly. On this occasion^ our feelings were like Jacob's 
when he cried out^ " Mow dreadfiUia thU fUace ! Surelif 
the Lord 18 in thisfdace .'-" And the world loioW^itnot. 
With these impressifHiS'we'retumedtb the village* and 
spent the night. 

Next morning as soon as it was day, one of their 
speakers mounted a log near the S*- E. cortici^ofthe 
village, and began the morning' service with a' lodd^ 
voice, in thanksgiving to the Great *Sfdrit» He contin- 
ued his addrsess for near an hour— -The people were all 
in their tents, some at the distance of fifteett'or twenty 
rods,* yet they could all • distinctly hear, and gaVe a so- 
leitm and loud assent which sounded- from tent to tent, 
at every pause. While we stood in his view at the end 
of thr meeting house on- ri^g^groundj from which we 
had a prospect of the surrounding wigwams, and the 
vast open plauv or praira, to the south and east, and 
which looks over the big fort towards the nordi^ for 
the distailce of two miles, we felt as^if we were amoag^ 
the tribes of Israel on^their march to Cai^aata; Their 
simplicity and unaffected zeal for the increase of the 
work of die Good ^n^^-^their ardent dbsk^s for' the 
ssdvation .of their unbelieving, kindred, with that of all 
mankind-^their williilgness to^undergo hunger, fadgue> 
4iard labour aiid^suflferings, for the sakeof those who came 
to learn the way of righteousiiess^^-and the high expec« 
tations they had of multitudes flocking down to hear 
the prophet the ensuing- summer, 8cc. were considera- 
tions truly affecting ; while Ske-lawwa hidied the oped^ 



117 ' 

Ing day with loud aspirations of gratitude to the Good 
Sfdritj and encouraged the obedient followers of diyine 
light to persevere. 

They shewed us several letters of friendship from the 
CU)vernor of Ohio, Gen. Whitcman, and others, from 
which they appeared thankful that the Americans believ- 
ed their dispositions to be peaceable and brotherly. Their 
marks of industry were considerable, not only in pre- 
paring-ground for cultivation, but also in hewing and pre- 
paring timber for more commodious buildings. From 
all we could gather from their account of the work, and 
of their faith and practice— what we heard and felt in 
their evening and morning worship-^their peaceable 
disposition and attention to industry, we were induced 
to believe that God in very deed, was mightily at work 
among them. And under this impression we invited 
three or four of them to come down and see us, as soon 
as they found it convenient.** 

Near the middle of June, upwards of twenty appear- 
ed at Turtle-Creek, encamped in the woods at a small 
distance from the Church, and tarried four days. They 
had worship every evening at their encampment, and 
several on the Sabbath attended the meeting of the Be* 
Heversy and behaved with order and decorum. During 
their stay, ihey conducted with peace and civility, and 
received no contrary treatment from any in the place. 
And to relieve in some degree, the pressing wants of 
hungry families at home, twenty-seven horses were 
loaded back with provision from among the Believers. 
Yet this act of charity, however small, did not long es- 
cape the censorious reflections of some hard-hearted 
mortals, but even furnished a pretext for in^plicationa 
the most monstrous and unreasonable. However, in 
this as in all other cases of the kind, those who busied 
themselves about what did not concern them, were 
much divided in their opinion. Some had it, that a 
number of the Indians had joined the Shakersj and ma- 
ny more were coming on : Others, that an Indian had 
offered to confess his sins, but the Shakers could not 
understand him, and therefore the Indians were con- 
vinced toO) that the Shak€r% were deceivers. Others 
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tried la make believe that the Shakers w^rc encoura« 
g^g them to wai^ or^ at least to contend for the Isoid on 
which they had settled. And some were foolish enough 
to go aH the way to the village, and put on a mask of hy- 
pocrisy, to find out from them whether this was not the 
case. Of all this trouble both of mind and body, such 
might have been saved had they accustomed themselves 
at-an earlier period, to believe those who tell the truth 
and nothing but the truth. 

About the 1 2th of August, 1 807, they were visited 
again by two of the brethren from Turtle-'Creek, who 
fouiid them in possession of the same peaceable andbroo 
therly spirit. They had but little conversation with 
them, yet obtained abundant satisfaction by attending 
their meeting, which contmued from a little after dark 
till the sun was an hour high the next morning. 

The meeting was opened with a lengthy discourse, 
delivered by^the prophet ; after which they assembled 
in a close croud and continued their worship by singing 
and shoujting that might have been heard, at least to the 
distance of tvyro miles. 

Their various $ongs and perfect harmony in suiging, 
shouting, &c. rendered the meeting very solemn. But 
^1 this appeared far inferior to that solemn fear of God} 
hatred of sin, and that peace, love and harmony which 
they manifested among each other. They needed no 
invitation to pay another visit to Turtle-tCreek, nor wcro 
they forbidden. Therefore, pursuant to their own 
choice, a number of them appeared again at the Church, ' 
August 39th, and were received with usual kindness 
and* charity. On thi? occasion some in the neighbor<» 
hood expressed their uneasiness lest there v, as some 
mischievous plot carrying. on% But amidst the threats 
of the ignorant or misinformed, the Shawnese testified 
that they were wholly for peace, and abundantly proved 
it by their meekness, gentleness and forbearance. The 
only, expression like resentment that I heard from 
them on the occasion, was from Nancy., the interpreter, 
while a bold advocate for the new Christian doctrine was 
boasting how the- white people could cut them off; she 
fi^d, they were for notlwighut jpeace^ butlf wli^^e pco* 
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p\e would go to war, they would be destroyed by a day 
of judgment, that not one soul would be left on the fiice 
of the earth. 

Although these poor Shawnese have had no partlculaf 
instruction, but what they received by the out-pouring 
of the spirit, yet in point of real light and under* 
standing, as well as behavior, they shame the Christian 
world ; therefore of that spirit which has wrought in 
this people so great a change, the Believers at Turtle-* 
Creek are not ashamed ; yet they are &r from wishing 
them to turn to the right hand or to the left, to form 
an external union with them or any other people. But 
they are willing that God should carry on his work a-* 
xnong them without interruption, as he thinks proper. 

Lord, what is man ! Those great prophets, Marshal, 
Stone, Thompson, &c. Who were a few years ago 
crying to sinners to repent, trembling at the view of 
their danger, searching out and condemning sin, and all 
the false doctrines invented to palliate it, now building 
up the same wicked creatures in their sins, and by vain 
philosophy and a perversion of the sacred scriptures, 
encouraging them to hope for salvation in some future 
day; while the trembling Shawnee, obedient to the 
Good SfUrit in Lal-lu-e-tsee-ka, Wi-apier-^en-waw, Tc- 
kum-tha and Cum-^kaw-^kaw, confesses and forsakes 
his wicked ways, and sets out not merely in a new faith 
or new doctrine, but in nevmeas of Ufe and good worka* 
May not that saying of St. Paul be applicable in such a 
case : ^ The heart of this people has waxed gross, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
closed, Sec. Therefore be it known, that the aaivaHon 
^f Ood is sent to the Gentiles and they will hear it/' 
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PREFACE. 



THE Reader is here presented with the Observa- 
tions on Church Government, promised to the public 
three years ago, in the Address which accompanied 
the Last Will and Testament of Springfield Presbyte- 
ry, in these words :-— " At their last meeting tliey un- 
♦' dertook to prepare for the press, a piece entitled Ob- 
" serrations on Church Government, in which th« 
" world will see the beautiful simplicity of Christian 
" Church Government stript of human inventions and 
** lordly traditions. The materials for the above pub- 
<* licadon are in our hands, and we mean to send them 
<' to the public as soon as circumstances will admit ; in 
*' which our reasons for dissolving will more fully apt 
« pear." (See LasrWill and Test, page 7 8c 9.) 

Concerning these Observations, several things are 
worthy of notice : 

1. That they were written in the meridian light of 
the Kentucky Revival, by those six men whose names 
are annexed to the Last Will and Testament, and de*- 
signed as their last legacy to those who had looked upon' 
them as ministers of the gospel. 

2. It is evident from the Observations, that these 
men considered the true primitive power of Church 
Government to have been lost from all the denomina- 
tions'—that they themselves had it not-?-that God was 
now about to revive it in these latter days by the mighty 
out-pouring of his spirit— and that they dissolved their 
presbyterial union, which they considered as antichris-* 
tian, in hope of receiving the true power from on high, 
when it should be manifested. 

Although It was contemplated both before and after the 
Presbytery dissolved, to have the Observations come for- 
V^ ^ the public more full and complete than they ap* 



pear at present^ aiui to this end tlie materials wei^ put 
unto my hand) yet to avoid unnecessary refiectums fram 
such as might seek occasion, I imve neither (designedly) 
added nor dinuni^hed, nor altered a single sentence. 

As the Presbytery honestly confessed, thaj from tho 
connection in which they stood when the Observations 
urere written, " they were off the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets of which Christ himself is the 
chief comer stone.'* Itneed not therefore seemstrangiQ 
if. some things in their writings should appear dark and 
inconsistent. For instance, whether tl^ divia« spink 
has its abode in the human heart, or in the letter of tiie 
scriptures, is left rather uncertain in some, part of tha 
Observations ; and this will no doubt ever remam a 
doubtful question with those who aredbconnectedfhmi 
the true foundation. But considering the Presbytery aa 
standing in such a situation, their Obaervatioiis are no 
doubt astonishingly , bright in the. main, and may be of 
great service to the honest soul that is sincerely eaquir-^ 
ing the way to Zion. And to such it is particularly ded*^ 
icatedf as the last legacy of a dying Mend. 

The Observations were not intehded as ai^y law, rule 
or form of discipline for thp govemnvei^of any church, 
but merely to describe that church whirh is goverp#0 by 
9)1 intern^ ^^^9. witlvo^t ^y w^ttenfqrm of wqrds, ^nd 
thereby direct, the ^ epq^iri^^g ^!^^4 tp the tr^e. fqun^- 
tion of God when it sJ>ouid appem'. In every dispea-* 
sation pf divifiQ, gr^cp,. God. h^ still igijen, the sl^s^^qw^ 
before the substance ; the pattern of thmgs jp, ^he.hea-} 
yensjj, bQ{ore the.heavqnly.thiiigs t^iem^lve^; therefore 
consider the f oJiowix^ as the e^so^ple and sl^aiclo^. of 
those heavenly things which thousands expected toM/B^, 
substantiated by means of the late revival. 
' Spiritual light is of zm increasing nature, measure^ 
to us as life are al>le to receive it. We could not bear 
tp see eyery thing at.once which respects th^ kingdom 
of God, The work of God is gradual & his HM^gdpm^ 
is not erected all at once . iVho hati\ hatrd mi^^ a thing ?; 
Who hath seen ^ucA thinga P Shall the ear{h be jnade to 
bring forth itifmc dayj. Shall n mH<^n be ^o^, qt ot^e f^^K 
Is^. l^vi. 9« 



If the kingdom of God does not immediately appear 
according to our layings out, we ought not to imagine 
that God is slack concerning his promise. Men may 
aher and fail but God cannot. Therefore all who have 
teceived light from God to see the approaching glory 
of Zion in this latter day, may rest assured that not one 
tittle of what Grod has revealed shall &il. 

Let none imagine that Christ delayeth his comings 
and from thence take occasion to bury their talent, to 
hide and ccmceal what they have manifestly received of 
God, for the dav is near when he will reckon with each 
one according to what they have received, and require 
his own with usury. From all who have received any 
measure of divine truth and power, Qod does expect 
an increase of the same, and to be five fold, or ten fold 
more deeply immersed in what the world have been 
accustomed to call enthusiasm, than at first, will be no 
unfavorable situation at the day of final reckoning 

Such as have been warped aside from the light in 
which they once stood, may now view the Observations 
very differently from what they would when tliey were 
first written. But if they should now be unable to com- 
prehend the pattern, must it not be " a vexation to un- 
derstand the report," when the substance comes forward. 
According to the saying of the prophet — ^*' If thou hast 
run with the footman^ and they have ^wearied thee^ then 
how canst thou contend with horses P^-'^nd if in the land 
of fieace^ wherein thou trustedsty they have wearied thee^ 
then what wilt thou do in the swelling- qf Jordan ? — Jere- 
miah xii. 5. 

THE EDITOR. 



For further information respecting this publi- 
cation, those who have opportunity may enquire of 
Matthrw Houston, John Dun^avy, or Richard 
M'Nemar. 

Turtle-Creek, June 15, 1807. 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 



TRUTH has its foundation in the nature of Gotf^ 
and is copied out in his word. Like the Eternal 
himself, it is one, and is as necessary to the preserva-^ 
tion of the soul, as food to the body, or heat and moia-^ 
ture to the plant. And yet, alas ! that best and only 
preservative* of the noble mind, is unnaturally despised 
and rejected of men. 

The Saviour of sinners, who calls himself the truthy. 
was made flesh and dwelt among us, but how few, com- 
paratively beheld his glory. The men of the world 
knew him not, therefore they did to him what they lis* 
ted. But though he was put to death in the flesh, yet 
he was quickened by the spirit, and now liveth forever-* 
more. The world seeth him not, but Christians see 
him, for he is in them, and shall be with them ; and be* 
cause he lives they shall live also. He is the same in 
his word that he was in human flesh ; and in every 
form his treatment has been the same. How often 
even among us, has he been crucified afresh, and put to 
an open shame ; pronounced powerless, dead, and buried 
among the rubbish oi human tradition. But amidst all 
this infamy, the blessed trutli has been preserved, that 
not a bone of him is broken. And has not a great stone 
(the confession of faith) been rolled off him ? Has he 
not risen indeed ? and has not the earth quaked at his 
resurrection ? Surely the word of God could not be bound ; 
it was impossible that he should be holden of death. 
He is risen indeed, and we arc witnesses of his resur-* 
rection, and do testify that this is he whom God has ap« 
pointed to be the judge of both the quick and the dead. 

We have already shewn in our vitw of thegoafiel^ that 
it is by rh^'Ct^mal vmd that ^e are to be new created j 
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the inqmiy now before us is, how are we to be gtrvem* 
ed? Must we be kept by the same power through faith: 
unto aatua^Qi^ ; abifipjm4hflt^k^^^49 P* if^ajlqfh^ ; have 
our /ellowahifi with the JF'dtheranchudt/t Mil Son Jesus Christy 
and grow ufi in him in all thinge who is the head? or must 
the dispensation be changed—the creator withdraw and 
hide himself, and leave the trabjects of his grace to cer- 
tain delegated powers, ordained to scatter and divide ; 
to be shut up in particular apartments, and prepared for 

h§,^^n.by ce^tWtaPfl.^i^jM^^^Aj^nis.?. 

Jt. will^l)^ grai^ted,ti>^ l^^,.wJbO;(;^«tf<r^..hafta;i^ht^o 

fqvem^ Upon this, pwc^lft Gpdfis a,9)«^L5iW^e(%^,tp^ 
j? the gpvehiQr of th^jWRrlfl, It will?^P,.be,firaRt^^ 
ti>9t he who, l^aa w^sdqijv ^ and, p9W©r to cr.egfe^^ haj^ a^sf^ 
to^pv/rz** an4 ti^^tlje s^?im pP^^r . 'Wfhifil^brii^^ 
system into being, is necessary for itspi^^servaliag^^, W^ 
learn tl^atGpd^ cife^«^ ^Uthm^^bj^ Jne^u&.Cbristi, and 
ina4e hiTJi.the head.over att^tl^jji^s U>;i^9^y^,j^ 
the .Church. His. et^n^al po^wp?* asid G.Qj^e^j is.th^ 
lii^l upon wJ^cKthe:§l9ry of iiisjhou^j^si^fu^ 
'VjTe have known Christ after tjie. flesh,, ^dj acted aft 
nQegerei^tainj hik ro^ijciar^d by his ^fiHP9^,w\h9.^ityft 
but now. hevfeforfl^, knov) iqe, hi^n/np, mprpt^m. sfiqh ap9lmt^ 
of. light, i?? isjA^.sqme .ye^t^dayp^ to day,.anfi /ff^eyev^.^ 
if^eis.the everUi^ting F^atlwr^tl^e.tVi^ T,hj^'^ 

the veil pC. the fle&bj^GtQd. had (entraij^ce.into-tjiej.w^i^drw- 
that Gq4, who. w^s^th^, sajjie. fr9;pi,ttie^,btfij5y^iw:, Hic^ 
gvoniised to be. witl^ th^^ th^, love hiinn^w^^.;%c,eft^ 
ctf, tl^e )»^rl(i. Jesu^ pjcqmj^.tq Sj^ndrth^ 
tha;,i9^t}ie JElply l^hpst^ to abid^ witli hii?^p^pi)te: fcw^v^^- 
If ,thi^sj4rit of- truth, which MforJjj^bjfiqVf? acij RVytifte^ 
t|ie h^h ,ca^Jgpv:p^.a^ individ^, yil;^^j)g^X^w)^4^ 
body.?. \v;oul4 itbp a^ 3^tix^4ycU9n totaJ?^x%>..fiiho>iJ.4 




a^y e^xtf^rfji^l^ r]ale.s, could be m^re^prpdji^ctiye of 0]?de^. 
a]ft4* h^ri?cw)i\y ? feor-, exa^apl^, it the .fir|*wipie,. of loya 



be suffici€^9t^?)^.&^te the coiw^uct of one-man towards 
his,.w|fe^ wJjxy may^ it nptiiiiHenQ^ .tvfpKa^4» ,i^;^¥(% 
"vj|;% nQt<a thousand ? But if thp. prJncjipJe.ofrWfibe 

pUne make him a good husband \ 



14^^ hftV^ W» f^90Mi^y fofid of BMfl^^ 

MMiifkQ^ Gei bid left m^^^phti^ fiUi&s ^P <»mI Bup* 
]%jing w]Mit tbey judfiM dei&eieiit) And makuig plain 
^h^i diYi^e wi9do9i had l«|t in the 4ark^. TfaEu» bftv« 
t)^f waiidfri!»l fpoQi. t)i<& irta^ finq^e ruk of God's word, 
^ tsHeo tk^ i<«if«x>f ^vemaueiit into their own handle 
T^y h.^v« chaoiped or »fius»ded» added or diminkhcd) 
a«4ti)»tQ» ^ni cU^cumstWKea made necosaary tiii at lengA 
ti»i^ ehufi^k h«9 bepoi«« .0¥W7 thuigf ormy thing, hut 
w}i«t it should ^ 

Should we attempt to impose any form of government 
upon the church, we should justly be abandoned by eve-* 
ry child of gospel liberty. This is not left for us, nor 
any set of men in the world to do. The author of thQ 
sciiptures has not left us to supply any thing either iu 
doctrine, discipline or government. The precepts and 
Examples of Christ and his Apostles are sufficient, and 
left on record for this very purpose. The government 
of the church, like the gospel itself, Is exceedingly plain 
and simple. If we advert to the New-Testament, we shall 
plainly see what is the nature of the christian church-^ 
who are its members— the mode of constitution— *its uii« 
ior communion— government and diclpline, 

1. Thi^ nature of thb christian cbukcq. 

The church in scriptuvo is denominfttedthe kingdom 
'of heaven, or the kingdom of God. This church ta 
SiHfitual . " My kingdom i& n©# €^rki» werid,** Joh n xviii, 
36. " nttf ere not of the workt even 09 I am not of the 
wor/rf." JoHlfXvii. 16. It is invisible. The natural eye 
cannot see it, fisr " ejpcej^ a man. be. bam again he cati'* 
not see the kingdom of God " John iU, 3., Tf^ereforethe 
world knoweth us noty because it knew Urn, uotj^ 1 Johniii'U 
The kingdom of God cometh not with obaervat^on ; neifli^ 
afiali they say, lo herex or h there i for behgld^ the kingdom 
of God ia within [among Gr.] you." Lij^jp. a^yii. 20, 21, 

Hence we see the reason why Christ spoke ao4>ften ta 
those .who were without this kingdom ip pwaWes ; fiip 
tb^y beiAg' ia a state of wbelio^ «oul4 wt uad^Fatai^dt 
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** Td you it U given to know the mystery of the kingdom qf 
God^but to them that are without^ all thirds are done in par ^ 
ablea ; that seeing they may see and not understandy ^c. 
Mark iv. 11. While men reject the testimony of 
Christ respecting^ plain facts which they can understand,, 
they reject himself, and therefore remain in darknessi 
incapable of receiving divine light into their souls. Thus 
when Christ told Nicodemus, ye must be bom again^ he 
replies with astonishment, How can these things be ? Je- 
sus answered and said unto him. »^rt thou a master in 
Israel^ and knoxvest not these things ? Verily y verily ^ I say 
unto thee^ we sfieak tlvat we do know^ and testify t/iat we 
have seen and ye receive not our witness. If I have told 
you earthly things^ and ye believe noty how shall ye beUeve^ 
if I tell you of heavenly things ?" John iii. " The natural 
man receiveth not the things ofthesfdrit ofGody for they 
are foolishness unto him : neither can he know them be-^ 
cause they are s/iiritually discerned " 1 CoR.iL 14. But 
he that is s/iiritual judgeth [^or discemeth^ all things i yet 
he himself is judged Vor discemedl^ <f no man r. i 5, 
Men in this state are not only incapable of receiving 
the things of the spirit, but also incapable of receiving 
the spirit himself. " Whom the world cannot receive^ 
because if seeth him notj neither knoweth him; \*^ yc 
know him fqr he dwelleth with yqu^ aud shall be in you J* 
John xiv. 17. It is not surprising then, if Christiana 
are unseen and unknown ki the world— *if they be mis* 
taken for fools and mad-men, for hypocrites and enthu^ 
siasts. It cannot be otherwise, for these things are hH 
from the wise cmdfirudentf ^nd revealed u^to babes* 

II. THE MEMBERS OF "rHE CHURCH^ 

From what has been ssdd you will easily see who arct 
the members of this church : They are believers and 
only believers, for no other can be a member. It is 
indeed freely offered to all— ^to every creature under 
heaven, no person or character is excluded, who does 
not through unbelief, exclude himself. ^ Go ye into all 
the worlds andfireach the gospel to every creature, H6 
U»t beHevcth^wd is bafitixed 9hall be wvcd^ and lie th^ 



helievcth not shall be damned,^* Mark xvi, 1 5^ 1 6. Smc6 
the days of John, the kingdom ofhearven U preached^ and 
every Tnan [that is, every believer] firesaeth into itt 
Luke xvi. 16. But there were many who could not 
enter in because of unbelief ; /or the nvord preached did 
not profit them^ not being mixed nvith faith in them that 
heard it, Heb^ iv. 2. It is impossible for men to come 
to Christ, who do not believe in him ; nor can they seek 
to enter into the kingdom, who do not believe there is 
a kingdom. 

While Christ remained visible on the earth, his body 
was the temple of God ; for " In him dwelt all tkeful^ 
neat of the Godhead^ bodily ^^ that is, corporeally. And 
though many hailed him, " good Toaster^" yet none were 
considered .as real members, but those who believed his 
doctrine and felt his sacred influence in forming their 
hearts anew» 

til. THE MODE OF COKSTITUTION. 

'f hough God had much people scattered abroad a^ 
mong the men of the world, yet they were not proper- 
ly constituted into a distinct body, nor vested with jihe 
powers of mutual government, until after Christ's res- 
urrection. " Other sheep have /,(that is, loving believers) 
which are not of this fold ; them also I must brings and 
they sfiall hear my voice^ and there afiaU be onefold and 
9nie shepherd*^ 

The state of believers, or those that worshipped 
God at that time in the spirit of sinlple love, may be 
compared to the materials of the tabernacle, before it 
was erected. They were scattered abroad in different 
places, and did not exhibit that beautiful appearance 
©r construction which they afterwards assumed. The 
miracles of Christ,^ and the wonders which attended his 
death— -the unnatural eclipse of the sun — ^the earth-* 
quake— the rending of the veil— the opening of the 
Ifraves— ^e resun^ction, &c. were calculated to bring 
the expectants of his kingdom to Jerusalem, from al-' 
most every quarter of the world. Accordingly, about 
that time, we fiod a va^Moncourse of people met to^ 
Jether at that place. ^ 



il«u3^ thertamtli, weve thmx bf MiAi> and feiV^iit pray ^ 
•T waiting fortjie proaiise cf the Father^Acfs i. 
4y 5^ aod AcT»a. throughoat Christ had prbi^W^ 
tim tiieffliiaald. be. baptized wkh> the HoJy Gho^t and' 
endued. -with power &om on high. Accordingly (^ 
tiieday o£Fendco«Cr tbe spirit came like tlie rushing d^ 
a'mighty wind; 20dtAey>were aUfiUefdvdth the Jfolp Gho^ 
uttd ^ioke fsiih other ^nguesy . cue the »fiirk ^ave tkeniui-^' 
terance. They being thus publicly set apart^ and an- 
nointed with the Holy Ghost^ were laid as the foiln'^ 
dadon of this spiritual tabertmele. Men had long beeh 
accustomed to kx^.fer God on a mount that might be 
touched, or in a temple made witJlhands ; but new the 
dispensation is chunged and we behold the foundaticffl 
of a spinJbial. temple^i«-«n house not made with hands^ 
bor built of dead materials, but of living* stoiiesi"-o«kl' 
Pet. iiv 5. 

While Jerusalem was the pkce tb worship, the tem^ 
})le stood there and never moved o\it- of the $pot, nor 
grew any larger, but this new temple was designed to 
eol%Be air the glory of the former, and fill the whole. 
earth.*-^ag.iii 9.4-iiDan.ii. 35* The 'same day thete^ 
were added to > this buil^g about three thousand, trho 
oontinuedstedfikstly in the Apostles^ dbctrine, in breaks 
ing of breed and in prayers ; and'the Lord added to the 
church daily, such as should be saved. 

This one church is represented as a growing body* 
but never a siugle idea bf others being fbrmed out*of it.' 
Unity is one of it»^a^ential 'characteriBtic&.-**Bph. itr. 
4) 5i There U one hydyrndtme-sfdnt^ even {19 ye nrt eal'^ 
ied in one hbpe of fQurxalSng ; \me Lord^ one fiath^ cnt 
bufitUm^ tmeXiod^ 4Md Father rf all^ tbAo is above a^j and 
through aU and in you dlL This one chfirch who^e cens> 
%re was visibly marked at Jerusalem^ spread its ctrtunnA 

•'There wen two temples at Jenisstiem, figfurative of twio 
jyoepel oharches. The first church was est»bli»hed in conseqdeikti 
Q^ Christ's first appearance, and tlie second to be in consequence 
«>£ his second appearance. Th^^er .6f which was to eclipse 
the gl6ry of the former, and fill^P^holetfealth i bnt both to btt 
founded and built hj the same agent| namelf , the Holy 6hofl# 
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Ibrence to ail the countries found about, and *vrill not 
Tease to increase till it includes the whole world, as 
ieaven which is hid in three measures of meal, till the 
whole is leavened ; x)r as mustard seed hid in the ground 
»grows up ii^o a great tree till the fowls of the air can 
lodge in the branches of it. In a short time after the day 
of Pentecost, we find the church of Ood planted in Sa- 
maria, at Damascus, in the house of Cornelius, Sec. 
where it still appeared the same, composed of Believers, 
set up and anointed \^ith the Holy Ghost. Great oppo- 
sition was made to its progress, but the more did it daily 
'increase, and believers were the more added to the Lord, 
multitudes both of men and women. 

This one«hurch of God did not respect the persons, 
l>ut the characters of men . It included Jews and Greeks, 
Barbarians, Scythians, bond and free. Hence we find, 
in a little time its members were dispersed over all the 
World, and were found in every nation under heaven, 
of evesy kindred and tongue upon the fece of the earth. 

From this view of the matter would it not appear rext 
to impossible, that persons so widely dispersed could be 
preserved in unity ? • 

How were they fashioned alike ? Upon what principle 
•were they united ? And by what rules were they obli- 
*ged to walk ? What confession of faith had they as a 
bond of union ? What compendium of doctrines or 
definite code of laws to be universally subscribed ? 
Unhappy for the church in our day, (if there were such) 
they have heen lost in the ruins of time, so that not a 
-single trace of them is to be found. The only bond of 
Tinion transmitted to us, and which .is indeed the only 
bond that can unite chrffey^ns, is found in the holy 
•scriptures, the true confcssioh of faith, see Eph.iv. 15, 
4 6. But BfieaHng the truth in lorvc may ^ov> up, into Mm 
in ail thinga^ who ia the head even Chriat, from whom the 
whole body fitly joined together ^ by that which every joint 
^ufifiHeth (or by the supply of every joint) according to 
the effectual working (or energy) in the meaaure of every 
party maketh increaae^^he body unto the edifying (ou 
feuilding up) i^ «V*f §rf|pT;e.~Col. ii. 1 9. SoliUng the 



^bB4i,Jrom wiifh the mhfde body kyjmini9 ondMnd^iapp^ 

^iOth *heiacpea9e ^f^G^d.. Wc-sce^Crre that Jfeom Christ 
^^ heady'trhe liviiig .spuit flo«& to^ jdlthe.nusnibers, 
^nFhich fitly ^TMeKiKtl^r jQilySf..«Qmpact^Jlod kiaiath^ia 
4og«theriA.the bondM)f love, tbuild^^or .Feaxsjtheia .upt 
JivorkQth effectually^ o^.exeBts.«lld^exQEcise8 its ^neri^^r 
actartiag>t»^theinea«ai^e i;»rMae ofexfijny^paruiii^dlniin'^ 
ialei!s (ireper noanflhmentta promote the .propor^kmafae 
.^owth of every ^membeoi q£ the body of Chciat. .. Thb 
iA the sweet imoioiUogt otl^.tbe unptioa .fpom^e hslj 
One, <the>s]iiffit of -God, ^or it is .Choist iiim^^lf .by ]»» 
«pirit shed abroad or^didSused throughout ihe .wlu>le.hQ» 
Ay^ aceording-to^thecspacity of every juembee. 

Xys spirit 'is the cetsent, tfaejtnie booud. of .union«»« 
.Thus 'Chctst prays^: John sLvii. rll, Q\y2^i»^^' Hgfy 
J^ather^-ketp Hurough thint own namty .Mosc. tukom iAoU 
, ha9t given fncy that they .may. be, vncj t as :thQu^ Mather y art 
in me 'and I in^theej thatjhey ahOi may be one ^ven >a& we 
lare one j J in them and thmt in vie^ that they may be. made 
^fterfect in -one. We find here that Christ's prayer is, 
that^his followers maybe made one, apd kept complete- 
ly 'SO, not byimeans of some external law or form of 
.Vords, but by the name of God. tThatithey may-be 
. onte in us says he^ llvmg and walking in :the JPather 
and the Son, and the Father And the Son living and 
Walking in- them; and. thus to foiin and preserve the 
union, he givesthem the glory which he received from 
. the Father, L e. bis .one spirit, whereby they are con^ 
Uituted one ; fqf '^ He that is joined to the. JLord is one 
sfiirit, — ] Cor. 4d. it. Christ dwells in his heart by 
Crdth, and as long as tfagTMJ^hcrs of tbe body continuo 
in the fatth they are so imLiattely u&dted, that any out^ 
ward bond' could only serve .as a burdensome yoke. 
But if any of his professed members are not joined to 
the Lord in one sfurit, their outward bonds are only like 
binding two or mono dead bodies togetlier, whick has-^ 
.tens tl^ir putrefaction and reader their ill savor mote 
ntolembieto« the living. Wiihoutithis living spirit the 



most per&ctjbrm.or aet «f . iSf whiohi^ottld l^ ooAde, 
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IS 

timt^ it i^TC wen hy God Msfltalf, ciMirhnM j 
them together m4heboBdis of lovei nor make them oim 

4& Jseort. ■ • • • ' • ■•• -■'■ - 

. MfffldEkid are noeboiHid togetherilke tiherpdtrUxtf « 
macbiney noi^ imt' in motsjon by eosienMd fierce; thef 
nmat be infiuenoedi>7 motiW) «nd'tii«t moCiw snuatte 
^ the heart. This is- the la^of God neceWed vxtdvok 
gnevton ofy the heart thrbugh ftith ; iieiice itissMdQl 
be written^ not with inky 6ui vfith ike tfMi'tf tht^tM^g 
G^$' not on tables of stone, buton fleMg tM^of tim 
fieart,^2 Coi^'v iii. 3. After^thes^ cfayr soMithn l.ord, 1 
^w^fiufmy^tUwrif/i the4r inward fim-eB^arkififHee tkemM 
tMr hearts .,-^JeP, «xxi. 33. €hr^ i^ tkfimdofthektm 
for righteousness^ to every one that beH&veth^i*ti^baai.''nm 
4i 'y Ndw the end of the cominaAditacwri* charity «mt of 
n pure he^rt. He thi^ dwelletb ui -lOTe, djawllediria 
God, aiid God lb YexA. ThehusbaminiHn bad an excetw 
n^l law for his fig^ree, that if k borevfruit, M^ell, if ndl^ 
bi^ would cut it down. Bfit th© fig^Cre^ was iJotgo^enr«» 
eds by tbis^ law/ it acted accbrdihg to s law lA- itselfi te 
we are (x>mmaiidedt6bTlng'forththei^itrot HOUKxiSfll^ 

WITHOUT WHICH l^O HAM^ SR^LL «BB TH& toikt^ 

l^ut tMs command,^ so' long as 'it is not'in* ournaituve^ 
has no moi^e influence in tlie preductidit of those fraks 
than the command of the husbandman to his fifr-^VM. 
We see no outward la^ necessary to impel the ritsra 
to the ocean, bind the stonea to the surface of th« eal1i^ 
«r prevent the trees from growk^ downward;^ No 
more does a Believer want an external law to oblige hm 
to love God and his* neighbour, for if there had beoa 
an external law given which could have given lifey "k«^ 
Tily righteousness shcultHlfave been by (he lafw. EssAm- 
ine your wheat-fieM and you will find uniformity among 
all the grains : By what* rule is this uniformity effect-' 
eel ? You may observe 'the* same uniformity in ev<5ry 
sjiecies of vegetebles, plants and" tfecs. And are thosd 
trieaner things governed by're^I operative laws, and 
yet God's noblest creature, man,- left at random to fbt 
low every shadow t>r image; -and bondto^eii^evy dei^^e 
9I human w^d^rm \ ^9y t(b^7«^ 9^ \K9if a^d w^ gf v« 



Afimient fiir BHm, and all that are under that gomsm^ 
ment are as uniform a& the leaves on an appk-ttee.^*^ 
This law is nothing less than the one ^writ^ the eter«» 
nal Gody which lives and operates in the church as 
his body, lor l^ one spirit we are all baptked into one 
bod^, and have all been made to drink into that one 
«pirit« Therefore^ they that have not this.^>iritf «e 
lawless and disobedient, filthy dreamers that defile 
the flesh, despise government, presumptuou&aie they^ 
«elf-«wiHed, who are not ai&aid to speak evil of dignt* 
ties ; £br (/* any man have not the ^rit of C^riety he U 
mone of his. Thus it appears that the Chiisdan'a torn 
is in h|s heart, a ro^* of which is drawn out in the 
JNfew-Testament. 

The members of the hum»i body need no bond of 
anion to cause them to act in concert, or to keep them 
^m quarrelling and separating, but that spirit which 
animates the whole frame. The whole current of the 
. New-Testament goes to shew that the spirit of Jesus is 
the true bond of union in his church ; but we find not 
the least intimation of any other bond being necessary^ 
All who have received this one spmt, and are living 
and walking in it, are united together by the hand et 
God ; and what God hath joined together, let not mail 
)>ut assunder ; nay, it cannot be done, they are and must 
ccmtinue oncj though they should be called by never a» 
many names, or externally distinguished by many pe* 
xuliarities. The most that these tilings can do is to 
make them think they are divided, and to prevent their 
.external communion, aweet fellowship and mutual 
comfort. 

But seeing Christians are onef and have fellowship 
with the Father and the Son by one M)irit, it is the most 

* Out' present copy of the New-Testament, is but a co^y of a 
«opy, &c. of a translation of a copy, &e. of what was writtea 
hy the Apostles ; and what they wvofe was only a copy of the in* 
temal law. Learned men say that a great many errors have 
erept in by so much copying and translating ; and if so, it mast 
he the more fiecessary to have the original made manifest*. 

t And aS'Qaifonn as the leaves on aaapplt-tice. 
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^sifeasonable thing in the worid for them to be aepart^ 
ted in their extenool conununioD. This separation has 
been the irork of the devil, and it is bf his means that 
It is ccmtinued in the world. 

■^ JLet Christians look back to the historjr of primitive 
Christianity^ as recorded in the New»Testament. Let 
them take a view of the plain and native aimplicit)|r 
which shines out there-— the beautiful equality that 
reigned among the apostolic churches-*-and let them 
pant to breathe that native air. 

They were all brethren and sisters-*-met together 
with one accord—united in one mind and one judg^ 
mem. They ate their meat with gladness and raigle- 
ness of heart"— they" went from house to house, from 
one love-feast to another-^ were strictly ferladden to 
call themselves by the name of Paul or Apoilos, &cu 
And such as did, were pronounced carnal, sensual, hap 
Ting not the spirit. 

View the churches scattered abroad, planted and vis- 
ited by the Apostles and others : They had all access 
to each other, and communion together. And tha^ 
mte spirit of God which lives in every Christian, has 
xaadeno provision for acting otherwise, till the end of 
time.* 

' The evangelists went out two and two or in larger 
companies, and in every place where the word was 
gladly received, those who gave public testimony of 
their ^th, were baptized, received the Holy Ghost, 
and were set in order for the admission of others who 
might afterwards believe^— — ^IC?' Go and do thou Uke* 

fyi»^.^-.CHRIST. 

* But the followers of antichrist, whose commiinion is in typtt 
and shadows, always did ayl always will act otherwise. 



tAST WILL AND TESTAMEMT 

Of 

SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY. 



I^OR where a testament is, there must of necessity 
1>e the death of the testator; for a testament is of force 
after men are deady'otherwis'Se it is of no strength at all 
while the testator liveth. Thou fool^ thai which thoil 
lowest is not quickened, except to die. Verily, verily 
I say unto you, except a com of wheat Ml into the 
ground and £e, it abideth alone $ but if it die, it bring* 
eth forth much fruit. Whose voice then shook the 
earth, but now he hath promised, saying, yet once 
more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And 
this word, yet once more, signifies the removing of 
those things that are shaken as of things that arc 
made, that those things which cannot be i^aken may 
remain .-^^S c RiPTU Rs . 
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Last Wlii and Testamehty &c. 



THE PAKSBtTEBT of SFRiKOJ^iBLD^sitting atCsihe* 
ridge, in the county of Bourbon, being, through 
a- gracious Providence, in more than ordinary bodilf 
h^tb, growing in strength and size daily, and in perfect 
^uhdneds and composure of mind ; but knowing thai it 
|s appointed for all^ delegated bodies once Jto die and con** 
sldering that the life of every such body i^ very unqer* 
iaih,. do niake and ordain this our Last Will and Te^ta*- 
snent, ;in manner imd form Ibllowing, viz. 

Imprinm» We tw7/, that this body die, ht dissolvedf 
fAd sink into union with the Body of Christ at large ; 
for there is but otie bodyy and one spitit, even as we 
are called in one hope of our callings 

IteM. We «^/^ that our name of distinction, with 
its jReverend title, be fot-gotten, that there be but one 
Lord over God's heritage, and his name one. 

Item. We wflly that our power of making laws for 
th©^ government of tjxe church, and executing them by 
delegatedauthority, forever cease ;: thatthe people may 
baye free coUrse to the Bible, and adopt the law ofthc^ 
spirit of life in Christ Jeaita, 

Item, We vfUly that candidates for the Crospermin^ 
istiry.benc^ortbr S^udy the holy scriptures -w^thferitent 
pH?ayer,' aiid obtain licen3e fi'om God' to preach the w^ 
pie Gospeji^ wi^h' the Hoiy Ghost Mev^ down from heaveny 
without any mixtui>e^ of philosophy, vain. deceit, tra& 
tions of men, or the rudiments of the world. And; let 
none hqnceforth take this honow to himself^ but hs (hal ik 
called of Godj as was Aaron^ 

G 
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Item, We m% that the church of Christ assume her 
native right of internal goyemment — try her candidates 
for the ministry, as to th^ir soundness in the &ith» ac<^ 
quaijitanoe with experimental rQligio% gvavity and^pt-* 
uess to teach ; ^nd admit no other prcx>f of their au^ 
thority, but Christ speaking in them. We vdU, thafe 
the church of Christ look up to the Lord of the harvest 
to send forth labourers into Ms hanrest ; and that 8h<^ 
resume her primitive right of trying those wAo aaif thqf 
are uifiostlea^ and are not. - 

Item. We 'willy that each particular ehurch, ias' a 
body^ actuated by the same spirit) chuse her own 
preacher, and support him by a free will offering with-> 
out written call or su&aerifitioth^'iiAtmt members^-r^o 
move offences ; and never henceforth delegate her r^ht 
ef government to any man or set of men whatever. 

Item, We fwV/, that the people henceforth take the 
Bible as th6 only sure guide to heaven ; and as many 
as are offended with other books, which staiid in com- 
petition with it, may cast them into the fire if they 
chuse : ;lbr it is better to enter into life having one book> 
than having many to be cast into hell. 

Item We ««7/, that preachers and people, cultivate 

a s|nrit of mutual forbearance, pray more and dispute 

less i and while they behold ^the signs of the times, look 

iMp and confidently expect that redemption drawetk 

s^igh. 

Item, We vfiU^ that our weak brethren, who may 

Jiavebeen wishing to make thePresbytery of Spring-^ 

field their kmg, and wot not what is now become of it| 

betake themselves to the rock of ages> and follow Je-%. 

t^$ for the future^ 

Item. We will, that the Synod of Kentucky examine 
everv meqiber, who maf be mufiected of havlag depar-«. 
ted from the Confession of Faith, and suspend everjr 
mch suspected heretic immediately ; in order that the; 
oppressed ma;^ go free^ and taste the sweets of Qotpc^t 
B>ertjr. 



23 

Item We «rftf, that J a ■ , the autherof two 

letters lately pubUshed in Lexington, be encouraged in 
his zeal to destroy /kor/yMiif— We vnllf moreover^ that 
onr past conduct be examined into by all who may have 
eorrect infbrnvation ; but let foreigners beware of speak* 
ing evil of things which they know not. 

Item, Finally we willy that all our sieter bodies^ read 
^eir Bibles carefully, that they may see their fate there 
determined} and prepare for death before it is too 
)ate, 
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MURATA. 

^age 26, line 26, for exercises read exercise. 

33, -^ 16 from the bottom, for their read Hi^ 
80, — 26, for byfaithfuly read by a faithful. 
88, — • 11 irom the bottom for of Presbytery 

read of the Presbytery, 
93, — 13 from the bottom, for say read says. 
108, — 18, for his read the. 
ib. -. 7 & 8 from the bottom for of universal lib^ 
erty worky v. for universal liberty to work. 
Ill, .^ 9, for Cu9^at read ^^'maaz. 

Observations on Church Government. 
5, line 26, {at footman read footmen. 
1 4 J — 2 fmm the bottom f. ntolerable r. intolerable 
193 — 5j for excefit to dic^ read exce/tt it die. 
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